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INTRODUCTION.

Tar preaching of the Gospel among heathen peoples is at
once the most difficult and the most important work to
which man can be called; the grandest and most blessed
ealling to which he can devote himself.

The best method of preaching to the heathen,—of pre-
senting the truth in such manner az to atiract and not repel,
to win the hearer, and make him degirous of hearing again
and yet again,— this ia the great work of the Uhristian Mis-
sionary, from whatever side he may approach it ; whether as
an itinerant evangelist, or minister or pastor of = congre-
gation, a teacher in elementary schools, or a professor in a
Christian college or university, whether superintending
missionary operations, or with pen and press he prepares a
pure literatore for the people, whether he ministers to the
physical wanis of those about him, healing the sick and re-
lieving the poor, or perhaps better than all, or in addition
to all, lives a life 50 pure, so good, that the heathen seeing,
158 won to Christ, Thiz is his work, though not always satis-
factorily or even well done,—whether he gees little resnlt of
his labors, or finds his efforts crowned with glorious success,
—it is indeed a work that altogether

¢ Might fill an angel’s heart,
And filled & Saviour's hands."

Preaching, in its best sense is an institution, the origin of
which is synchronous with the introduction of Christianity.
The divine Founder of our holy faith, having “all power
in heaven and on earth™ given unto Him, suthorized and
commissioned his disciples, —not the few only whom he had
gathered about him, but in a broader sense the multitude of
his followers and believers in increasing numbera down
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through the ages, —He commanded to ** Go and teach, disci-
ple all nations, baptizing them,” and said he, “ As ye go,
preach,” and the command to go was secompanied by the
promize, Lo I am with yon always.” This is the Mission-
ary’s great commizsion. What more does he want? Here
he takes his stand, confident and conscious that he is never
alone ; that amidat the most diffieult circumstances, in the
most trying hour, help is always at hand, and “underneath
are the everlasting arms.”

Preaching has come to be a peculiarity, a charneteristio of
the Christian faith, Though there were preachers under the
Jewish system, and John the Baptist was especially com-
missioned to preech, to announce as o herald the coming of
Christ, and point out “the Lamb of God, that taketh away
the sin of the world,"—he waa *‘as the voice of one crying
in the wilderness,” The anointed preacher’s one theme,
varied as it may be in a thousand ways, to suit all classes,
and adapted to all ciceumstaneces and all conditions of men,
is this : God, manifested in Christ Jesus for man's redemp-
tion and salvation from sin, This eentral truth embraces
all other truths, natural and revealed, with which the
preacher iz coneerned, Tt is his great work to publish this
truth, *the truth as it is in Jeaus.” To do this efficiently
he needs not only “an intellectunl grasp of its excellence,
but the conscionsness of its power, as shown in the baptism
of the Holy Ghoat, and of fire.” When this baptizm is pres-
ent in the heart of the preachor, water baptisms will follow,
ag result follows canse, Let the method be what it may,
where there iz spiritual life in the heart, it will surely be
manifest, if not immediately, eertainly not many days
hence.

Dean Stanley in his Introductory Sermon to FProfessor
Mox Muller’s Westminster Lecture on Missions, uses the
following remarkable illuatration ny to how the best method
of reaching the heathen world may be found. He says :—



Vil

“ When the first Napoleon suddenly found himself among
the quicksanda of the Red Bea, he ordersd his generals to
ride out in 50 many opposite directions, and the first who
arrived on firm ground, was to call on the rest to follow.
This is what we may ask of all the various schemes and
agencies—all the varions inquiries after truth now at work,
in all the different branches and cleases of Christendom,—
¢ Ride ont amongst those quicksands.’-~Ride out in the most
opposite directions, and let him that first finds solid ground
call out to us! It may perchance be the very ground in
the midst of this qdaking worass, whera we shall be able to
stand firm and move the world ¥ Very remarkable language
indead for the learned and pious desn of Weatminster, And
some doughty knights in England and in India have mounted
and “riding out™ are now calling loudly that they have
found solid ground, or at least a via medio, leading away
from this *quaking morass” of doubt a3 to methods, and
bidding others go in this new-found way, if they would have
success in this rreat work! Thank God, there is no morags,
no quicksand, and no guaking other than in the minds of
those who eeek for these things., Bimple faith and earnest
effort, with intemse desire and honest devotion, have satis-
factorily solved the problem, having proved all possible
methods, and chosen thoge best adapted to the end in view,
the successful preaching of the Gospel in India, and even the
ultimate conversion of the world. Nor had these more hum-
ble and devotod ones far to go in their search for the right
and the best way, The New Testament is a wonderful guide
toc any who may be seeking for light on the pathway of
method or of duty. The Gospels and Epistles are full of di-
vinely inspired directions for all such.

‘When the Founder of the Faith cams upon certain of his
disciples who had toiled all night at their nets, and taken
nothing, His simple command to them was, * Launch out
into the deep and let down your nets,” On another occasion,
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when they had caught nothing during the livelong night, in
the early morning He stood upon the shore and called to
them, *Cast the net on the right side of the ship and yo
will find.” Obedience to the divine command will, with
fishers of men as with the toilers of the sen, meet with its
reward, in eventunlly ® enclosing a preat multitude.”

The methods for the prosscution of this greatest work are
multiform, and very various, and the talents and equipment
of the workers are characterized by s great variety. The
suceess of all is not equal; bat there need be no discourage-
ment, for the same divine master, knowing well the difficul-
ties of the work, tells his disciples by means of a parable,
that, of a certain quantity of seed sown only one-fourth part
may be expected to gladden the heart of the sower when
comes the reaping time. Or, as the suinted Bizhop Edward
Thomson chastely pats the thought: * Christ divides the
seed sown into four portious, only one of which brings forth
abundant fruit.”

The writer of the “(ospel in Gonda" has not planned,
nor even thought to prepare here a treatise on Homiletics,
to show how all preaching should be done, and yet he has
shown & plan or method of successfully approaching & simple
minded people, convincing them in a very briel time of the
superiority and power of the Christian faith, and bringing
them to accept its truths and receive the cutward sign of
this change of faith,—by the simple, carnest, faithful preach-
ing of Christ. Freparation on the part of the Missienary
and his Assistants for each specific effort waa always sought
in prayer, and the study of the Word; prayer for divine
guidancs and the divine blessing then and there on the word
pranched. The preaching, the praying, the singing, all was
done in faith that God would hear and snswer, that He
would be present and bless the means used, that the Holy
Bpirit would convict and convinee, and give light to see the
truth, and courage to accept it, This method was pursued
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whether the preparation was wade just previous to standing
in the presence of one hundred or of ten thousand hearers
in the great melda of the cities and shrines, or seated on the
humble string charpai, addressing in simpler languape a
small company of village people, in the more populous re-
gions of the garden of India, or in the jungles on the borders
of Nepal. Although all the good that was hoped for on the
part of the Missionary and these who have watched the
work with intense interest, may not have been accomplished,
and all the fruit may not bave been suceesafully pathered,
it seems eclearly deménstrated that the method pursued leads
to assured szccess when there are facilities for properly fol-
lowing it up,—when thers iz an organized force behind it suf-
ficient and ready to follow the work with the necessary after
work, and toconserve its results. YWhen a gingle Individual
or & whole village receives baptism, having sccepted the faith
of Christ, the real work is only fairly begun. Much teaching,
“line upon line, line upon line,” will still be needed to carry
on the work so hopefully begun, to bring it to the most
suceessful conclusion, and to accomplish the highest results
of evangelism, of true gospel preaching. The much digcussed
question of early baptiem, or “ instantanecus baptism " asit is
wrongly and sometimes invidiously called, 18 not nearly so
difficult a one as that of the immediately subsequent teach-
ing of the new convert,—the following up of the lessons
already given. The primary teaching must frequently of
necessity be limited, for thers is often not time to do more
than give a discourse, followed vsually by the stmple gospel
teaching of one or more native assistants, and then the dis-
tinctive rite ; and the Missionary must move on to other
towns and villages. TIf those who seem most bitterly op-
posed, and honestly so, to speedy baptism, will lock pver the
churches or Christian communities with which they are con-
nected, and say they find no cases of falling away after
baptism on the part of those who bave had months or perhaps
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years of previous inatruction, then, and then only should
they feel tempted to “throw the first stone” Careful
obzervation shows that as large a percentage of the carly-
baptized remain firm, if they have proper teaching, as of
those taken from their villages to the Mission compound and
taught there ; and in addition to this, their simpler manner
of village life as to food and drink and dress, runs less risk
of being injuricusly affected by imitation of the habits of
some dwellers even in Misgion compounds. The first great
gtep in winning souls is, fo get hold of the people, to get
their sympathies, to get near thein, and make them feel that
their interests and those of the Missionsry are one. This
can be done in no way nearly so speedily and effectually as
by the rite of baptism ; then their hearts can be touched,
they ean be taught at leisure, and may ripen into strong
Christian characters, and some even into earnest workers.
That church or seciety which is ready to follow up the
work of the baptizing evangelist by the effective teaching and
training of the nmew converts, giving them at onee mental
illamination and soul-enlture, will certninly be counted most
worthy to reap the rich harvest of souls surely awaiting this
work. For the solution of this problemw, the carrying on ton
successful issue of & work so well begun, all Missionary
laborers, in shert the whole Christian chureh, ghould be
equipped and ready. After that, the wmillenninm.

J. W. WAUGH.

Allahabad, }
Tth August, 1889



