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PREFACE.

The purpoese of this essay is to indicate_the chief ten-
dencies of ancient Egyptian speculation in regard to the god
Thoth. Taking as the basis of his work a fairly complete
examination of the chief references to the god in Egyptian
literature and ritual, the author has tried to distinguish the
more impnrtaﬁt phases of Thoth’s character as they were con-
ceived by the Egyptians, and to show how these aspects, or
phases, of his being help to explain the various activities
which are assigned to him in the Egyptian legends of the
gods, and in the ritwal of tombs and temples. An attempt
has been made, in many instances, to discover the simple
concrete meaning which often underlies characteristic epithets
of the god, and the need of seekiﬁg' groupings among epi-
thets which can in any way be associated with well-defined
activities or aspects of the god has been emphasised. The
author has not aimed at anything like a full analysis of the
individuality of the god. That would have demanded a much
closer and more detailed study of Egyptian religious litera-
ture, and a more extensive recording of results, than Egypto-
logical scholarship has hitherto attempied in regard to any
problem of ancient Egyptian religion.

It will be noticed that texts derived from the Egyptian
literature of the Graeco-Roman period have been freely used
throughout this essay. Ewvery student of Ptolemaic texts be-
comes rapidly convinced that those texts contajn a consi-
derable amount of theology, which, though it cannot, perhaps,
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be always paralleled from the older texts, seems to he fully
in line with genuine Egyptian thought of the early — some-
times of the very early — period. Hence, whenever the
Ptolemaic texts scemed to promise any assistance in explain-
ing aspects of Thoth, they have been used as authentic
documents of Egyptian speculation and belief.

For the theological thought of the early period, the
Pyramid texts have, of course, been minutely examined. Consi-
derations of space and expense have excluded the printing
of quotations from the Pyramid texts, but frequent references
to the numbered Spriche of Sethe's Prramidentexte will enable
the reader to follow and coatrol the writer's use of the Pyramid
literature. Passages from the Book of the Dead, in like fashion,
have been, for the most part, referred to, rather than quoted.
The references are penerally to Naville's Totenbuch (in the
text of which, however, certain slight emendations based on
Wiirterbuch material, have sometimes been incorporated)

The theme of this essay was suggested to the writer
some time before the outbreak of the Great War by Professor
Erman. The subject had already been treated by the Russian
scholar Turayeff in bis Bors Tors which was published in 1898,
Though that study was the outcome of pain'sta.king work on
the part of the distinguished Russian Egyptologist, it was,
on the one hand, inaccessible to most students of Egyptology
and Comparative Religion, and, on the other, it needed to
be largely supplemented -and modified in view of the great
advance in Egyptological research since 18g8. Most of the
results of that advance were stored up in the material which
had been gradually accumulated for the Berlin Wérterbuch,
and Professor Erman made the composition of this essay pos-
sible by procuring permission for the writer to make free
use of that material. The writer's gratitude is due to Pro-
fessor Erman not only for procuring that permission, but also,
-and still more, for the unfailing generosity with which he
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put at the writer's disposal his great store of knowledge and
his keen critical ability whenever he was censulted on any
question arising out of textual or other difficulties connected
with the study of the character and worship of Thoth. To
Professor H. Schifer, and to the other officials of the Egypt-
tan Museum at Berlin, and to mwany of the young scholars
who were engaged on work connected with the Wdrterbuch,
the author is greatly indebted for much courtesy and kindness.

The thanks of the writer are due in a very special way
to Professor Hermann Junker of Vienna. To him he owes his
initiation into the Egyptian script and literature of the Ptole-
maic period, and to Dr. Junker’s published work on the reli-
gion of the Ptolemaic pericd many points in the present essay
are due, directly or indirectly. During the passage of this
essay through the press, Dr. Junker has found time, in the
midst of his academical duties in Vienna, to read the proofs,
and to make many useful suggestions. For all his kindly help
the writer is deeply grateful. To Dr. W, Till of Vienna who
helped to prepare the MS for the printer, and assisted con-
stantly in the proof-reading, much thanks is also due.

The title of the essay has been chosen partly to suggest
from the beginning an important and intelligible aspect of
Theth to the general reader, and partly to remind the student
that a god who, at first sight, might seem to be a divinity
of purely Egyptian importance, was, nevertheless, associated
with such a widely flowing current of ancient thought as the
speculation of the Hermetic writings.

St. Patrick’'s College,
Maynooth, P, B.
Janvary 1g22.
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