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. I'M AN OLD MAN,
AND LOVE THE COOD OLD WAVS.

\OW pleafant are the ideas
® which are affociated with
@ he  merrie days  of
England ;” and how ftrik-

ingly do they contraft with our

experience of the prefent time!
Turn afide for a moment from the
NS records of the mifdeeds of haughty
2 Plantagenets ; the defolating wars of York
él-. and Lancafter ; the terrible misfortunes of
“ the Stuarts; the fanguinary conflits of
Towton, of Bofworth, or of Nafeby ; and even amid thefe
darker fcenes of our hiftory; abundant evidence is afforded
that England was in truth “a merrie England.”
Our fathers fought manfully and earneftly at Crefly
and at Agincourt; they worked well and nobly as they
piled up caftle, and abbey, and groined cathedral; but the



iv Introduction.

ftrife for exiftence was not fo keen, nor the ftruggle of
competition fo fierce then as now. At break of dawn and
clofe of day, at the early bluth of May-tide, amid the bleak
winter of Chriftmas, there were heard from the hill-fides
and valleys of old England the joyous fhouts of a contented
and a happy people. The peafant in his humble abode,
the young trading Guilds of the towns, the noble in his
manfion, the baron in his caftle, the monk in his abbey,
and the courtier that applauded the king's jefter in the
palace, were gay and light-hearted ;—men laughed and
women f{miled, and minfirels fang, and all fared well in
““ the merrie days of England.”

We have culled from poets and writers who lived in
the * Olden time,” and from a few of our own day who
have ftudied the paft, fome defecriptions of the fports, the
paftimes, and the occupations of our forefathers, even when
living amid wars and rumours of wars, civil diffenfions,
and much perhaps that might well have been fpared for
hiftory to record. Our pen and pencil “ fketches of the
olden ‘times " are not fubmitted as finithed pictures; our
obje¢t is merely to prefent to this utilitarian age fome
features of the * merric days ™ of our anceftors.
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