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PREFACE.

Trne Exeeotive Committes of the Proteatant Episcopal Hirtorical Soelety have,
at length, the pleasure of presenting to its members the first volume of its eol-
lections.

That it has not sooner sppeared in less the fault of the Commlittee than of some
of the members of the SBociety, The former adopted ns & rule, to which they
have inflexibly sdhered, to coniraet no debt which they had mot the means of
paying at any moment when it might be demonded, Hence they were unwilling
to print until they had funds in hand to pay for the work, Some of the members,
from inattention, delayed their payments for o time, and the Committee waited
to receive them. The voleme ja as large as their means epabled them to
make it,

The Committee indalge the hopa that it will not, in ita contents, disappoint the
tensonable expectations of the Hociety, It will be found to present the record
of past events only ; interesting, as they hope and beliave, to all the members of
the Church slike. It #s made up of the early documents themselves, with but
two exceptions, These two consist merely of & condensed summary of the facls
eonnected with two past events of historieal Interest to churchmen (occorring in
colonial times), chronologieatly armnged, and embodying the subatance of many
seattered documents.  Thess twe were prepared by two members of the publishing
Committes. Nearly the whole of the bock consists of that which has never
before been published, and & part of it presents probably the best history extant
of the earliest labors in Americs of the venerable Soctely for Propagsting the
Gospel. : =

The book will afford to the members of the Church a specimen of the general ~
nature of the materals, which (shounld the Society be sustained) will compose the
future volumes of the series. The materisls at the disposal of the Committes are
sbundant enough for wany such volumes as this; ond some of them sre of deep
interest, and indeed ‘importance to the Church. Teo Churchmen, therefore, we
must look for suppork, The historical stndent or antiguary whe is not & church-
man, may here and there be found to attach & value to such a publication s ours ;
but the number of such is not lazge, and, therefore, our support must be derived
from Protestant Episcopalians, nlive to the importance of preserving the dotumen-
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tary history of their portion of the Church of Christ. Our subscription list of
members I8 al present amall; it consiala of bot litthe more than thres hundred
names ; but among those are to be found that of every bishop, a8 well as those of
many of the oldest and moet infloentinl clergy. Had the Society some twelve or
fifteen hundred members, the Committes would pledge themselves to publish
anmually four volumes like the present, to a copy of which esch member would
be entitled by virtue of his anoual payment of twe dollare.

The presant members of the Society are, for the most part, derived from the
renks of the elergy. The laity have not yet had their attention drawn to the
subject; and, in fact, most of them are probably ignorant of the existonce of the
Society.. The Execotive Committes would, therefore, respeetfully solicit the
eo-operation of the conductors of Chureh periodicals, in making known te the
laity the plans and purposes of the Society ; and would wsk also for the efficlent
#id of our numercus parochial clargy, in consing the Society to be known in their
respective congregations. If each clergyman would procurs but a few lay
membere, the Scciety might pursue ite work on a. lurger seale, and more than
repey to every member the amonnt of his annoal subseription.

The Committea deem it proper to say that the management of the affuivs of the
Bociety costs nothing. It has no paid agent, and the services of every officer are
gn'!.!.ﬂ{mnniy rendered.

It ouly remains to add that the following gentlemen compose the Publishing
Committes who have prapared the present volume:

Rev. F. L. Hawss, D.D., LLD, Rav. Bexr. Framrm.
Rev. War, B. Stevers, DD, RonerTt Bovzom, Ir, :
Reov, W, L Kr, DD, Geo. L. Duzcamnee,



