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PREFACE

I venture to ask a favor of the reader—that he do what I
myself often shirk, it must be confessed—rend this preface.

You would naturally infer from the title of this volume
that it is the biography in part of a man whose career was
very remarkable. So it is, but it is also—orv is intended to
be—something more. You may be inelined, at the first
glance, to suppose that it ean possess no interest for the
present generation except as “ancient history.” 1If you will
read the narrative, I think that you will find this first impres-
sion an error. This sketch is part of the biography of a
people, the American people, at 4 most important period of
itg life. The past iz the parent of the present and of the
future of & people's life, as it is with every man’s life, Hered-
itary inclinations, good and evil, influence a people’s eareer
just as they influence that of an individual, and they should
be equally subject to the gnidance and restraint that experi-
ence imposes through conscience. Although this is an ae-
count of events happening many years ago, yet the causes
producing them, at present in the backeround, ave as full of
vitality now as then—they are gleeping liong. Where treas-
ure is, near at hand will always be Jurking thieves, Beeause
you may be sailing on summer-seas, free of care and with no
thought of tempests, yon do not donbi that the ocean, now s
harmless-looking, will some time or other be lashed into angry
waves mountain-high by blasts at present slumbering in the
caves of the winds., So will the demon of storms reappear
from time to time in your political summer-seas. You cannot
prevent this by ignoring it, bui yon can save yourself from
shipwreck by profiting by the experience of others. The mis-
eries of Reconstruction were rendered possible only by the
subversion of repregentative government—“the consent of the
governed”—wwithout which ali government is simply despot-
ism, however disguised. This thing can never again fake place
at the SBouth under the same pretext—the negro—for that
humbug has been exploded by the unanswerable logic of the
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reduetio ad absurdum. But wily, nnserupulous politicians,
hungering for plunder, will sooner or later manufacture other
pretexts to “fool the people” Next time the North or West
may become the seene of such planned wholesale burglary.
When that time comes, the afflicted section will sorely need a
political heir of the gualities of Hampton, and also sorely
stand in need of the experience taught to the Southern people
by their affliction.

It may perhaps be said that, granting all so far, the
account of this period should be written only by one who
has grown to manhood since its close, for he would write in
a more “judicial spirit,” as the phrase is, than an older man.
But this view seems to me wrong, and a little reflection will
convince anyone of its error. The keen interest that ani-
mates an observer of contemporary events stamps on his mind
exact impressions of facts, and these impressions are durable
as brass. If he be fairly intelligent and educated, and be-
comes an earnest, conscientious, lifelong student of the sub-
jects involved with the facts graven on his mind, he is likely
to arrive at approximately correct conclusions. On the other
hand, a mere academician, cold, unimpassioned, totally inex-
perienced in the heartbeat of sympathy evoked by the per-
sonal sight of human misery, of “the agony and bloody sweat”
of his fellowman, who undertakes to gather materials and
impresgions from lifeless, moldy velumes, nine-tenths of the
contents of which consist of ex parte testimony from the side
that was the stronger in numbers, is like an artist attempting
to make a faithful portrait of a dead stranger by glancing at
his corpse; or, rather, like a surgeon dissecting a cadaver and
assuming to analyze and set down on paper all the glorious
characteristics that the immortal soul, which formerly inhab-
ited that now senseless clay, may have possessed. But when
he who has been a personal observer of “times that tried
men’s souls” becomes consclous that he is an old man, stand-
ing on the verge of the grave, very well aware that he must
soon render a truthful account of his stewardship, he finds
that hizs own vain aspirations, animosities and prejudices
fade away into nothingness, but that the noble, unalterable
principles of right, the basic elements of the social compact,
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loom up before his eyes in all their vast proportions. That
man will not—dare not—misrepresent,

The responsibility for Reconstruction as carried out has
been, so far as I know, ascribed only to negroes and carpet-
baggers or to the refractory spirit of the SBouth, unwilling to
accept the legitimate results of the war. But neither of
these had anything whatever to do with it except as deaf,
dnmb, blind instroments in other hands. 1t was not the
outgrowth of racial antagonism, nor was it a war legacy.
The canse was but the pirate’s instinet of a few, deluding the
many, to wreck the ship of state in order to plunder the cargo
and rob the passengers; and this conld be accomplished only
by murdering the pilot, representative government. How
and by whom the murderous dagger was used will be made
clear by these pages. It will also be made clear how the
State's resurrection from the grave was brought about by
Wade Hampton, and that in the pacification of the entire
country, in the restoration of fraternal feeling, no man’s
handiwork was so widely beneficent as his; that he was in
the truest, most patriotic, most exalted, and most all-embrac-
ing sense of the term, a Union man.

E L. W.
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CHAPTER FIRBT
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EBtaterman, yet friend 1o truch | of soul elncers,
In actlon faithiul aod [n honor olear;
Who broke no promize, geryd no private end,
Who gilned no title, and who [ost ne felend.
e ) L

Wade Hampton, the subject of this memoir, was born on
March 25, 1518,

Before attempting to deseribe his personal characteristies,
as exemplified by his eareer, or his individual antecedents,
it is necessary, for a proper understanding of the man, to
examine into his ancestry, This is not done here in the nar-
row spirit of the “family-dendrologist,” for nothing is more
warthless by itself

Than & successlve title, long and dark,
Tirawn from the mouldy rvolls of Noab's ark,

but beeause, like all others of the human race, he was the
necegsary product of hereditary traits far more than of the
evolution of enviromment. His irrepressible instinct, as a
soldier, to join in “freedom’s battle onee begun™: his ondying
belief in representative government, so that “Give me Hberty,
or give me death™ did not express to him merely a burst of
fiery eloquence, but contained @ =olemn, sober convietion;
these were as much parts of his natural self by inheritance
as were the clear, ealm, well-balanced mind, and amiable
disposition, the exalied moral nature, and the magnificent
physique, which he possessed.

Hampton first saw the light in his mother’s former maiden-
home in Charleston, 8. C., where the mingled blood of Baxon
and Celt, of Briton and Huguenot, had built up a eivilization
and colture inferior to none in Ameriea, or anywhere in the
mother eountries. But on his paternal side he came of that
sturdy stock, large and vigorous in frame, active in mind
and body, brave men, and true women, the Virginians, who
did such patient work and gallant deeds in winning empire



