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PREFPFAGCE

Evervone admits that we are Lving in an ooe ol great
social tneasiness,

From the dark places of citics come ominous sounds of
Revolt—the Revolt of the disinhenied, the despairing. In
higher grades of Society revolt is more decorous, less noisy,
and better organized. But it is still Revolt, the intellizent
and orderloving artizan combines with his comrades—pays
his Union money and wepards the Trade-Union 1tself much
oy the patriol regards his country. Tt 15 something to defend,
to fight for, and to trust in. A large seclion of litcrary
middle.class people syimpathize with the army of rovolt
Oppostle these 13 the hostile camp. Masters combined, suz-
rounded by freelabour people, and sympathized with by
philanthropists who are pained to think there are ceruin
“dangerous classes” among the poor who cannot be reached
by soup and blankets,

“No," retorts o voice from the opposite side, “there are
no dangcmus classes among the poor. For the poor have
to work hard and to fare scantily, and where the water runs
fast there is little fear that it carries disesse and death. Vo
are the dangerous classes, You are the congested centres of
Society through which the human life-bBlood creeps sluggishly.
You sleep in sheliered places—where never a wind of anguish
reaches you. Yew are dangerous.

Within the nation of troubled men and women there is
another—of untroubled little children. Go into a public park
on any fine morning and you may see the nursling of some
wealthy home eyeing the child of poverty who gambols near
him ‘on the grass. Ahl If there was no stately mirse in
attendance gn the former how quickly those two little people
would strike up an acquaintanee and toddle off to play tegether,
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They do not know as yet what a guif vawns between them.
But they feel that they have much in common, and that it
would be delightful to be playfellows.

As vet neither has been baked —to use Carlyle's expression—
into a shape which one can reasonably believe to be dangerous.
The bahy-eyes are still bright and pure as sunny water. The
two children might toddle off together, giving each other a
“butterfly kisz” with cool baby lips. How comes it that one
or other is baked at last into a ““dangerous” person? Why
gshould either over bécome dangerous? How do they drift
g0 far apart that ome cannol look al last into the eyes of
the other without enyy or distrust? ‘There will always be
“dangerous” classes until some sueh questions are asked, not
only in slums and dark garrets, but in luxurious nurseries.

Thiz lirtle book dealz with this question, for it deals with
primary education. In one or two places—as in the Chapter
on Moral Training—some allusion i3 made to older children.
But the treatment of all questions relaling 1o the edocation
of older children is lefl 1o other pens. At the age of twelve
or fourteen there may be, and must be indeed, a parting of
the way. For then the child most begin to receive—not
Technicsl training —Dbut such instruction as will probably help
him later when he makes choice of a carcer or trade. In
this little volume the teaching of Science is not touched upon.
Art teaching is dealt with only in so far as it concerns the
cfforts at sclf-expressions, and movements of young children.
The book deals only with questions that concern the opening
yvears of life—the years when impressions arc received, when
impulses are strengthened or curbed, when the subsoil of the
nature is made rich or barren, when “dangerous” elements
strike deep root, or perish in obscurity.

In short, it deals simply and only with questions of Auman
education, the education that must precede every kind of
secondary, technical, and professional education whatsoever,



