LYRICS OF THE
BEGUM: A COMIC
OPERA IN TWO ACTS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649139859

Lyrics of The begum: a comic opera in two acts by Reginald De Koven & Harry B. Smith

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



REGINALD DE KOVEN & HARRY B. SMITH

LYRICS OF THE
BEGUM: A COMIC
OPERA IN TWO ACTS

ﬁTrieste






LYRICS OF

Q

THE BEGUM.

A COMIC OPERA IN TWO ACTS.

Libretts by Music by
HARRY B. BMITH. i RESGIMNALD DE; E‘DVEN;
[ ]
[ ]
—_—
NEW YORK:

POLLARD % MOSES, PU'EL'ISHERS,
4T JOHN STREET.



FARNARD COLLEGE LIBRARY
FREM
1HE @r el OF
EVERT A" s ELL

e

ORIGINAL PRODUCTION OF

THH BEGU M.
. A HINDOO COMIC OPERA.
Music by REGINALD D& KovEN, Libretto by Haray B. SMITH.

FRESENTED BV THE
McCAULL OPERA COMPANY.

Jwo. A, MceCAULL, Sole Proprietor and Manager.

: ' THE CAST. _
The Begum of Oude, a monarch matrimonially inclined.
MaTHILDE COTTRELLY.

Howja-Dhu, her Prime Minister ... ........ De WoLF HOFPER.
Pooteh-Wehl hisson ... o ovaner inean i Epwin W. Horr.
Kluhm-Chowdee, a Private Soldier............. HUBERT WILKE.
Myhnt-Thuléep, the Court Astrologer.......... "...DIGny BELL.
Amingh, his dzughter, ... ..., . TR MarioNy Manova.
Jhust-Kaut, the Cousrt Jester . ..vvvivencneeianas J. DE ANGELIS.

Asch-Khart, an officer in the royel household,
Hakrr MacpoNOUGH.

Nnmouna-, u fortune-teller .. ... I LAvea Jovce-BELL.
Damayanti, a Navtch dance-, ... .. e <vis 2. ANKIE MYERS,
Tafeh ol oo JJUSEPHINE ENAPP.
Kahra-mel S5 5 MNina BERTINI
Nou-gat ........,, {eces of the Bfgum. 3 qopcr Spavey.
Bonbon. ........ PauLa Frawko.

Chorus of Nautch Girls. Chotus of Officers of the Army of Oude.

SCENE.—Nmvkern fuaia.
ACT L —The Hepum's Palece (fnéerior), JosgrR CLARE
ACT JL—0On the Banks of the Ganges. JoSEPH CLARE.

Musical Divector e . HERR ADOLFPH NOWAX.
Stage Manager,. {' For J. A McCavLL H. A. Cripes,

The Costumes from original plates, des-ignod under the personal
supervision of Mme, COTTRELLY,

CorrriauT, ¥y, sy HM:{IT B. ‘Sa;m.

Corvrignr iy, -w Haxsmy B, Sarri.
[l wigita roorrowd.]




THE 5TORY OF “THE BEGUM."

“The Begum " is a two-act comic opera, with the scene
laid in the East [odies. The Bepum is a princess reigning
over the province of Oude. She is a historical personage,
and it is a fact that she was allowed 23 many husbands as
she pleased to marry. 1In the opera the Beum (Mme..
Mathilde Cottrelly) makes it her custom to marry her gen-
eral-in-chief, and when he becomes a bore she declares
war, The husband meets a hero's death, and the Segum
tmarries his successor, who expeditiously meets a like fate.
The central comedy figure is Hewsz-Daw, the Prime Min-
ister, played by DeWnll Hopper. This worlhy has a sub-
stitute yclept Klwbm-Chowder (Hubert Wilke) serving for
him in the army, and whenever the substitute distinguishes
himself in battle Hewysa, 2% Prime Minister, promotes him-
self to higher military rank. The court astrologer, Mykns-

Fufesp {Dighy Bl:tl?i has a daughter drvmet (Marion

anola) engaged in the snakecharming business, enpaged
also to Poctes- Wekd (Edwin Hoff), Hewpa-Du's son. These
two cannot marry until Poslef- ekl succeeds his father as
Prime Minister, so Mphnt- Fhaleep prophesies the demise of
Howja-Die, being assisted in his cabalislic work by
Nameuns, a fortune-teller, played by Laura Joyce Bell
These two do not rely upon the black art alooe, but afler
making a prediction they ronspire zealously to secure its
fulfillment. When the opera opens the Beras is returning
from hattle, wherein her husband, the general-in: chicf, has
been slain, as vsual. The substitute, Efebm-Chowdes, is the
sole Temaining private in the army, and the Begem is about
to make him general-in-chief and marry him, when she
discovers that he is a salaried substitute, and declaring
that no sordid hireling should be her bridegroom she pro-
claims that the employer of the substitute is the real hero,
who should be promoted and married. Thisvery disagree-
able honor falls to the lot of Howja-DAx, and Mr. Hopper's
despair here is terrible to witness, for no one married to
the Seewm ever lives more than a few weeks, while to
heighten the terror of the situation How/e, a middle-aged
widower, is engaged to macry Damayansi, a popular Nautch
girl, played by Miss Annie Myers,

The scene of the second act is the exterior of a temple
on the banks of the Ganges, where the Hegum's guards ' re
keeping a death-watch an Paofed- Wehl, now the betrothel

day



4 THZ STORY OF “THE BEGUM.”

of her roval highness. She discovers that Hemjz is not
defunct, but feigning dissclution, and Kiahm-Chomwdee is
dispatched by Myknt-Fhuleep in search of the fugitive. -
Kigkm says be loves the ferwm for herseli alone, and he
will only consent to play.the detective on condition that
MyAnt prophesy that he (Kfadm) marry ber. This is agreed
to, and Klakm-Chowder starts in search of Hemya, having
only the description that he is “a middle-aged brunette.”
With this description be suspects almost the entire male
population, including himself, Hewyia is disguised as a
water-carrier, and, on account of his attachment for Dama-
yanti, he is desirous of getting into the habit of living once
more. Pooted- Wekd and Admitnak also wish Howfa to reap-
pear in order that the Aepusm may marry him, Hewsz as-
serts that he cannot reappear as a general-in-chict, for he
will be sacrificed to the matrimonial Juggernant at once.
“Very well," says Mphat- Fhuleep, " you were promoted to
the position of general-in-chief btcause of your substitute’s
-valor, now degrade yourself because of your substitute's
ccowardice.’ ;

- "Bat," says Hewya-L4=, “he won't be a coward. He
takes a malicious delight in being absurdly courageous.”

“ Bribe him," continues Mpdn, “ offcr him your cast-off
title of “General-in-Chief." ¥ . Thisis done. XK/lgdm-Chotedee
Foes to work to be a coward, Howsa conscientiously de-

rades himself and confers his title of General upon K/ghm,

hen How/areappears as a lowly private, while Kéadm, ap-
paaring a# (GGeneral-in-Chief, is pounced upon by the
Begum and married according to custom, It has been her
hope, however, to be loved for herself alone, and as Klakm-
Chawdes i3 a satisfactory husband in this respect, she pro-
claims this to be her final alliance, much to the satisfaction
of her four pretty nieces, Faf-c4 (Josephine Knapp), Kafkra-
msl (Nina Bertini), Now-gaf (Grace Seavey), and Fon-foa
{Paula Franko), who could not marry titl the Begum was
wed for good.  Pootel- Wekl is restored to Aminah ; Howja-
Dhe marries Damapantt @ Mykat-Fhulep is united to Va-
mouna, and the matrimonial epldemic, characteristic of
comic-opera choruses, seizes upon all the Nautch girls and
the officers of the Hegww's army. The court jester, Fhust-
Naut (Mr, DeAngelis) and an officer, Aseh-Khart (Mr. Mac-
donuugh), are also connected with the plot,




THE BEGUM.

A Hindoo Comic Opera.

ACT I.

ScENE, The garden of the Begpum's Palace on fhe Banls of the
Ganges, entrance of the Palace, L. Spleadid Throme for fhe
Bogum. At R the Entrance fo the vestaencs of Myknt-Fhyleep.
Nawtch Giris enter R, and L, in chavacferistic danre,

CHORVUE OF NAIICE GIRLE.

With acrobatic trickery
Vo airculate around.
T heauties of Terpsichore
We gracefully expound.
In e aluetions sinuous,
W. picturesauely move,
Our mary grace conbinuous
Spectaters must approve
Maly Choray (fn bhs palace) i—
Your dancing is convivial
We fully grulerstzod s
Bt dancing is but trivial
While we have war on hand

Giris " We need not long expatiate
On grace that must ingratiate
Itself with those who satiate
Their dazsted sense of sight ;
For young and old with gratitude
Admire cach pose and attitude,
o epigram and platitede
Expressing their delipht,
Tripping, twirling,
Wheeling, whirling,
We revlve in fashion that is pleasing to the eye.

)



& THE BEGUM.

Firowetting
) And coguetting, -
Poetry of motion is what we exemplify,
(AT damee mfémmdb'. After dance, they relire mp dage.
A yhnt- Thuleep and Asch-Khard ender R

EECTTATIVE,

Asch-Khart. This joy is well. oh ! danghters of the dance,
All eadness 1o this day were contradictory.
*Tis meet and fitting thus to sing and prance
In ceichration of cur Begum’s victory,
Myhat-"Fhulep. To me is due the rosting of the foe;
Al foolish pride pray mortify and dissipate ;
For I, I prophesied some time ago
That such & victory you mrght anticipate.

{Asch-Khart salaams and exifr)

SONG—MYHNT-THULEEP.

When gazing in the fupure in.capacity clairvoyant,
Great mangls 1 can contemnplate in ages yet to be,
Phenomena whose presence now would render you all buoyant:
Eut, gad to say, their certainty I cannot guaraniee,
Far instance, men of ratjve birth in all palice positione,
And alderrren refusing proffered bribes with fiendish glee,
And conscicotieus jurymen and honest politicians ;
But, sad to say, their certainty I cannot guarantee.
1 see existing amity "Wwixt capital and labor,
Monopeliste and communisis together taking tea,
And every European paw'r hobnobbing with its neighbor,
But, sad to say, their certainty | cannol guarantes.
All parvenus will lock upon their neighbors as their equals,
An enndite attorney will accept a mod'rate fee,
And there will be no weddings with divorces for their sequels,
But, sad to say, theif certainty I cannot gnarantee.

{ The Nautch Givris come down stage.)

Chorss, When that blisstul time shall come
We will hail the millenniom;
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But it fills uz with despair
When we reflect we may oot be there,

{ Tke pirls return fo their places up stage))

Myknt.

! see, methinks, the millicnabwes do good in manner stealthy,
Embezzlers who have cash not given leave to go scot iree,
Young Aamsels who will not prefer the suitors who are wealthy,
But, sad to say, their certainty 1 canmot guarantee.
The circus clowns and rdinstrel men some novel jests will
- offer, :
While woman will nat wear her hair as short as short can be,
And sometimes will say * Thank you," when a street-car seat
you proffe,
But, sad to say, their certainty T cannot guarantee.

A race of honest tradesmen te our many wants will cater,
Acquaintances will mever want ta borraw “say a V,”
And one to keep from fanrine need not always * tip ™ the waiter,

But, sad to say, their certainty [ cannot puarantes.
OQur incomes will be longer, and ot monthly Lills be shorter,
Obliging iriesds will laugh when one relates a few & esfrit,
When riding in the sléeping car you need not foe the porter;
But, recallect, these marvels | reluse 1o guarantee,

-

{(Nauteh Girls come down stage ar bdfore)

Chorus.

Though that most eestatie state
Will for us all arrive too late,

We will waive that small detail,
Singing, ~ Day of delights, all hail.™

CHORUS OF NAUTCH GIRLS.

Strew the way with flow'rets blooming
And with garlands gay.

Let their blushing and perfuming
Make a holiday.

Come the victors with their trophies,
Fruits of stratagem,

5n with dance and joyous strophes,
Let us welcome them,

(The Nawtch Givds proup R. and L. The officers of 1he Begum's
army led by Asch-Khari, enfer L, o single file))




