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THis Volume my heart dedicates to my departed Wife.
The long Poem, and many of the shorter pieces, were
written more than thirty years ago, when our wedded life
was young, and when she was my guide and my inspirer.
They were, however, laid aside at the time, and became in
a sense forgotten ; but her unexpected death has brought
me many sad and solitary hours, and my thoughts have
wandered back to those memorials of a vanished Past. I
publish them now as her Memorial Wreath, and, such as it
is, I lay it with a reverent hand upon her grave—earth's
holiest spot to me.

Dumpagror, February, 1808,
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