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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

1t has been the effort of the editor w present, as nearly as possible, a complete
cahler of ench of the theee orders. Ttisin the study of ¢ single eabier that the
trend of pre-revolutionary thought and aspiration may best be recognized. From
this as a starting.point the stodent may proceed o acquaint himself with the varia-
tions of criticism and suggestion affoxded by a comparison of many cahiers, Somne-
thing of this kind has already been done by Mr, E, ], Lowell, i his Epe af the
French R evolution, chapters XXI and XXIL

In selecting typical cahigrs for preseniation, an effort has been made to avoid -
the cehiers of localities whose conditions wete exceplional. Such cahiers ave for
the most part flled with grisvances and derwnds of & purely local nature.  For
this sud other reasons two cahiers of Blois have been selected.  The cabier of the
Third Estate of Blois, haowever, was rejected. Thizs document has shared a fate
common to many of the cahiers of the Third Estate. The local cahiers of the
smaller political divisions of the baillinge of Blois have fallen into the hands of law-
yers, who have assembled and combined them with an cye single to their own de-
sires and interests, reducing all other considerations o the simplest terms. The
cahier of Versailles setma 1o Bave bezn somewhat more fortozate,

The cahiers of the Nobility are the moat interesting. They are original com-
positions, drawn up by men of the bighest intellipence and patrictism, men oot de-
woid of sympathy with the inteliectoal movements of their time, and thoronghly
alive to the necessity of reorganization, The clergy were less sosceptible to the in-
Auences of the time, and their cahiers are more self-conscious, The method of as-
sembling the local eahiers of the Third Estate resulted in o loss of vigor and per-
sonality, The ingenuousness and locnl coloring, which give the original cahiers an
exceplional interest, are lot in the necessary process of condensation. X

In the following text & French word here and there has been reiained, meinly
for the reason that no brief English equivalent has suggested itself. These terms
may be found explained for the most part in Mr, Lowell’s book, cited sbove ; and
for & wider discussion the student may consult Chérnel : Diclionnaive historigut
des instilutions, ssovurs ¢f coulumes de fa France, or to better purpose, La
Grande Encyclopédie.
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I. CAHIER,
Containing the grievances of the order of the clergy of the bailliage of
Bloiz and of the sesondary baillizge of Romoraniin,
Archives Parlementaires, Yol. II, pp. 373-378.

FIBST DIVIBIDN.

Retigion.

[This division, which rcletes almost exclusively to the affairs of the (French
chiirch, has been omitted as being of relalively small importance to the general
student. Tt B3 worthy of note, howewer, that A, 1-3 deplore the extension of re-
Tgioua lherty to non-cetholics and the growing freedom of the press, ]

BECOND DIVIAION.
Conatitution.

The clergy of the hailliage of Bloiz have never helieved that the
eonetitution nesded reform. Nothing 18 wanting to mesure the welfare
of king and people excopt that the present constitution should be relig-
iously and inviclably cheerved.

The constitutional principles concerning which no doubt can be en-
tertained are:

1. ‘That France is a true monarchy, where a single man roles and
iz ruled by law alone.

2. That the general lawa of the kingdom may be enacted only
with the consent of the king and the nation. If the king proposes a
law, the oation secepts or rejects it; if the vation demands & law, it iz
for the king to consent or to reject it; but in either case it is the king
alone who upholds the law io his name and attends to its execution.

3. That in France we recognize s king him to whom the crown
belongs by hereditary right sccording to the Sulic law.

4, That we recognize the nation in the States General, composed of
the three orders of the kingdom, which are the clergy, the nobility and
the third estate

5. That to the king belongs the right of sssembling the States
General, whenever he considera it necessary.

For the welfare of the kingdom we ask, in common with the whole
nation, that this eonvocation be periodical and fixed, sa we particularly
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desire, at every five years, except in the case of the next meeting, when
the great number of matters to be dealt with makes a less remote period
desirable.

8. That the States General shonld pot vote otherwise than by
order.

7. Thai the three arders are equal in power and independent of
each other, in such a manper that their uranimous consent is necessary
to the expression of the nation's will.

8, That no tax may be laid withont the consent of the nation.

9. That every ¢itizen hes, under the law, a sacred and inviclable
right to personal liberty and the possession of his goods.

We regard leitres de cachel ae an abuse, contrary to the constitu-
tion. Each eitizen without distinetion ought to be subject to the lawe
and other rules of jusiice, and bis trial by any special commission whai-
soever not permitted.

The expense which the convocation of the Btates Geoeral will en-
tail, through the necessary disiurbance of citizens in their residence and
vocations, ought to be diminished by a simplification of the forms of
procedire.

A consideration of the proporticn which ought to be esmblished he-
tween the representatives of the higher and the lower clergy moves us
to ask of the King that for the future the two divisions of the order
ghall hold their elections separately, and that in the lower divigion of
the clerical srder the forms of election shall be such that no member of
the bodies which compose the order may be deprived of the repressnta-
tion which i3 his due,

The provincial estates or asemblics seem to us to constitute the
régime likely to produce the beat resnlts in all branches of administra-
tion. We beseech the King to give them a legal existence and to or-
ganize them with a view to preserving the requisite balance between the
interests involved, sceording to the clergy a number of representatives
oqual to that of the nobility.

THIRD DIVISION.
Tazes.
After baving obeerved that the clergy have never emjoyed other
privileges in the imposition of taxes than those which were snciently
common to all orders of the state, the clergy of the bailliage of Blois
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declare that for the future they desirs to sustain the burden of taxation
in common with other subjects of the king. They believe that it will
be necessary for the Btates (General, in order to bring within reasonsble
limita the burden of taxation, which has become excessive, to sssertain
accurately the state of finances, together with the amounts of ineome and
expenditure, and that an effort should be made to restriet the expenses
of the court and of all departments, in a0 far as the neads of the state
and the splendor of the nation will permit, und to fix the interest upon
the state debt at a moderate rate, which i just, since the nation itself
guarentees the paymant,

To render all ministers aod other persooe charged with the man-
agement of finances reaponsible with their persons and property for their
administration ; to eonfide thia admirirtration, in so far as possible, to
couneily, bureaux and asoviations, rather than to private individuale
who are more easly deceived and seduced ; to fix the bases for reneral
and specinl amesment; to smplify the collection of taxes, and to fix
upon wise and patriotic means, which, while assuring the payment into
the royel treasury of the last penny due, shall insure protection for the
people againet those persecutisns which are ruincns to the public welfare,

The reforms which we judpe most neceemary in the matter of taxea,
and which we particularly recommend to Hiz Majesty’s attention are
the following :

1. In the gabelles.and aider, which ought to be suppressed, or re-
placed, if need be, with a tax leas burdensome;

2. In export duties, which we desire to see restricted to the
froutier;

3. In regisiry fees, which have grown to an exerbitant figure,
The irregularity of these charges subjects citizens to frequent cuntentions;

4. It is desirable to lessen the disadvantage under which poor
country people lahor in securing justice in the matter of over-taxation
and malversations, on account of the considernble advances which they
bave to make in order to bring the matter to an issue;

6. The shifting of certain taxes might bring thera to hear upon
various articles of luxury and especially upon unnecessary articles of
dowestic use.

The hest intereats of the kingdom, which His Majesty will never
cense to regurd, seem to us to demand the fellowing :

1. That oo tax shall he 1sid without the consent of the nation;

2 That the Xing ghall resume possesgion of sll portions of the do-
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main which have been illegally alienated, and even of those portions
whose slienation, although accompanied with the forma of law, has
nevertheless worked & manifest Injury to the royal interests; .

8, That the demain shall be declared inalienable for the future;

4. 'That the collectora of the centitme dernier, due upon collateral
successions, donations, ete., shall be obliged to give notice gralts fon.at
least a month before the expiration of the terra of payment;

5. That frane{iefs shall be puppressed as useless and burdensome;

8. That the taxes approved by the States (Geoeral shall be laid
for a Emited time only, subject to whatever arrangement may be made
for the convoeation of future States Genaral, -

FOTRTH DIVISION.
Juglies,

For the purpose of securing a reform of the principal sbuses in the
administration. of justice we very hombly present to His Majesty what
appesrs to us of firsé importanoe :

1. To divide the too extensive jurisdiction of the sovereign eourts ;

2. To complete the number of judges in each bailliage, in order
that peesions may be held with greater regularity ;

8. To suppress all jndges of excoptional courta;

4. To supprees all seignorial courts in cases whbere s justics and
neceasary offivials bave not been refained and ealaried by the seigneurs;

5. To authorizs vamals to refise the jurisdiction of their asig
neurs in suits against the sald seigneurs;

8. To establish in the principal rural places justices of the peace
for the trial of minor cases:

7. To preveni excessive and illegal charges before judges snd
magistratee ;

8. Ta ordain that these chargen shall not be imposed except with
the consant of that portion of the mation over which these judgm and
magistraies are to be placed ;

8. To simplify the forms of justice by reducing coste, by mlsr—
ating procedure and by euppressing judges’ fees;

10. To reform the civil and criminal codes and to diminish the
number of customary codes which prevail in various parte of the king-
dom, in erder to hasten the day, if poesible, when there shall be but one
national code;
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To ordain that muthorization shall not be given by the bureau of
mortgages until two months after the notice of foreclosure, which notice
shall be given at the close of the parigh masm, as well at the place where
the property is situated, ae at the residence of the vendor, and that the
bailiff e compelled to obtain the signatures of two residents of each
parish upon his proof of service;

11. To mbolish the offices of appraiser, vendor of cheitels, re-
ceivers of consignment ete., as involving useles costs.

FIFTH DIVISION.
Nubitity, the chare, ele.

The nobility ought to be s=sured of their prerogatives and dis-
tinctions in the etate, and we very humbly beseech Hie Majesty to grant
these only as a reward for services rendered to our native land.

The King is moreover sotreated 1o take into consideration:

1. The great number of seriouz shuses which the right of the
chase entails upon agriculturists, and the mumoyances ¢aused them hy
game-keepers;

2. The evils which result from the right of open warren;

3. The importance of the regulations eoncerning pigeon-houses,
which have almost ceasad (o he ocheerved ;

4. The injustice of depriving the inhahitants of lands adiacont to
forests, 28 has besn done in many localities, of the right of pasture, and
other rights, which have been aceorded them on various accounts

RIXTH DIVIBION,
Commaerce.

We beasoch His Majeaty :

1. To take the most effectual means of proventing bankrupteies:

2. To fix a term, after which prisoners fur debt may recover their
liberty :

3, To intarest himself in ameliorating the condition of negroes in
the colonies.

Impressed aa we are with the great influence of public education
upon the religion, morals and prosperity of the state, we heseech His
Majesty to favor it with sll his power. We desire:

1. That public instruction shell be abeolutely gratuitous, as
well in the universities a8 in the proviocial schools;
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2. That the provincial collfges shall be entrusted by preference to
the corporations of the regular olergy;

3. That many corperations of the regular clergy, which at pres-
ent are not occupied with the instruction of yuuth, shall apply them-
selves o thia work, and thereby render themselves more useful to the
slata;

4. That in towpe toc small to support s eollige there shall be at
least one or more masters, according to the importance of the placs, who
ghall be able to teach the principles of Latinity or the humanities, and
that their salaries shall be sufficient to'allow of abeclutely gratuitovs
instruction ;

5. That this instruetion ahall be upder the sapsrvision of the par-
ish priesta and municipal officers ;

8. Thet esch candidute seeklng permission to teach shall be
obliged to produce proofs of correct life and habits, and give evidence
of his capacity in an examination before the principal and professors of
the nearest eoiifge.

7. That maaters of schools shall not employ ss aessistants pereons
from other localities, unless such persons shall have pursued the samne
vocation for et least two yeams in the place where they have studied,
and shall be furpished with referances and recognized a8 competent by
means of an pxamination, as above indicated ;

That, for the purposs of facilitating the education of girls, com-
munities of religious women, whatever may he their instifution, shall ba
ohliged to open free pablic achuols for girls under the eupervision of
the parish priests

We beseech Hiz Majesty that afier the examination, which ahall
be made in the Btates (leneral of the oskiers of the varions failliages of
the kingdor, this work shall be made public by means of the press, hoth
for the eatisfaction of constitaents and for the honor of the deputies.

{ This documend, recorded in the aler®'s office of the baillinge of Bloia
ia signed: AbbS Ponthdves, President” Then follow the signatures of
&3 porish priests, 14 priors, & canons, £ priesis, 8 deans, § abbols, & our-
ales, one choplada, one friar, ene deacon and 27 persons unolassified.)



