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PREFACE.

In the Preface to my former work, * Ancient
India as desceribed by Megasthenes and Arvvian,”
I informed the reader that it was my intention
to publish from time to time translations of the
Greck and Latin works which relate to aneient
India, unti! the series should be exhansted, and
the present volume is the second instalment
towards the fulfilment of that undertaking.
It contains a translation of the Periplis (i =,

Arenmunavigetion) of the Erythroon  Sea,

together with a translation of the second part
of the Indika of Arvian describing the cele-
brated voyage made by Nearkhos from the
mouth of the Indus to the head of the Persian
Gnlf.  Avrians nareative, copied from the
Journal of the voyage written by Nemrkhos
himself, forms an admirable supplement to the
Peripllis, as it contains a minute descriplion of
w part of the Erythraman Coast which is merely
glanced at by the author of that work. The
translations have been prepared from the most
approved texts. The notes, in a fow instances
only, bear upon pomntas of textual eriticism,
their main object being to present in a concize
tform for popular reading the most recent results
of learned enguiny directed to verify, corrvect,
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or otherwise illusteste the contents of the
narratives, '

The warm and snanimous approbation be-
stowed npon the first volnme of this series, both
by the Press in this couniry and at home, has
given me great encouragement to proceed with
the undertaking, and a third volume is now in
preparation, to contain the Indila of Ktésins
and the account of Indin given by Strabo in the
15th Book of hizs Geography.

FPatua College, June 1870,
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ANONYMI [ARRIANI UT FERTUR]

PERIPLUS MARIS ERYTHR/EL

TRANSLATED FROM THE TEXT

A3 given i the Geopraphs Fraei Minore, edited by
', Muller - Pares, J555,

WITH INTRODUGTION AKD GOMMENTARY,






PERIPLUS OF TIE ERYTIHREAN SEA.

T#rwopuvorios.!

The Peviplits of the Erylhrean Sea is the title
prefixed to n work which contains the best account
of the commerce carried on from the Bed Sca and
the const of Afvicn to the East Indies during tha
time that Tevpt was n provinee of the Roman em-
pire. The Erythrman Sena was anappellation
given in those days to the whole expanse of ocean
reaching from the const of Africa to the utmost
Loundary of ancient knowledge on the East—an
appellation in all appearance deduoeed from the
cntranee into 16 by tho Straita of the Red S,
styled Evythra by the Grecks, ond nol exclud-
ing the Gulf of Peraia.

The anthor was a Greek merchant, who in tha
first century of the Christian era had, it would
appear, sebtled at Dereniké a great seaport
situnted in the sonthern extremity of Egypt,
whenee he made commereial voyages which carried
him to the sesportz of Eastern Afriea az far oa
Amania, aud fo those of Arabin as for as Kané,
whenee, by taking advantage of the south-west
mansoon, he crossed over to the ports lying on
the western shoves of India. Ilaving mads caraful

+ The Introdueiion and Qommentary pmbody the main
sutstance of Miller's Prolegomenas and Notes bo the
FPeriplis, amd of Vincent's Compierce end Navigation of
the Ancientsan for as it relates specinlly to that work, The
most recent amthoritios accossible have, howerer, haon slso
conzualted, and the resolt of thetr mguirios noked, [ may
montion pactizalarly Biho Euldmnﬂ’u Dirwvidian Gram-

mer, bo which Tam smdebited Soe the identification of placoes
oi the Malubar and Corsmande] ocasta.
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observations and inqguiries regarding the navigs-
tion and commeres of these countries, he commig-
ted to wriking, for the benefit of other merchanta,
the knowledge which he had thus sequired. Much
esnnot be srid in praise of the style in which he
writes. It is marked by & rude simplicity, which
shows that he was not a man of lterary cnlture,
but in fact & mere man of business, who in com-
posing restricts himself to a narrow round of set
phrases, and is indifferent alike to grace, freedom,
or variety of expreasion. It shows farther that
he was & Greek settled in Egypt, and that he must
have belonged to an isolated community of his
countrymen, whose speech had become corrupt by
much intercourae with foreigners. It presents a
very striking contrest to the rhetorical diction
whitch Agatharkhidds, o grest master of all
the tricks of speech, employs in hia description of
the Frythrean. For sll shorteomings, however,
in the style of the work, there is ample compensa-
tion in the fulness, variety, sccurmey, and utility
of the information which it conveys. Such indsed
is ita superiority on these points that it must be
reckoned na o most precious treasure: for to it
we are indebted far moro than to any other work
for most of our knowledge of the remote ghores of
Epstern Afriea, and the marts of Tudis, and the
condition of ancient commerce in these parts of
the world.

The nama of the author is nnknown, In the Hei-
delberg M3, which alone has preserved the littls
work, and contains it after the Periplds of Arrian,
the title given is "Appured weplmhovs +i¢ Epuépas
Bahdoons, Trusiing to the correctness of this



