DISCOURSE ON THE CHARACTER
AND SERVICES OF JOHN HAMPDEN:
AND THE GREAT STRUGGLE FOR
POPULAR AND CONSTITUTIONAL
LIBERTY IN HIS TIME



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649344857

Discourse on the Character and Services of John Hampden: And the Great struggle for popular
and constitutional liberty in his time by W. C. Rives

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



W. C. RIVES

DISCOURSE ON THE CHARACTER
AND SERVICES OF JOHN HAMPDEN:
AND THE GREAT STRUGGLE FOR
POPULAR AND CONSTITUTIONAL
LIBERTY IN HIS TIME

ﬁTrieste






DISCOURSE
THE CHARACTER AND SERVICES

or

JOHN HAMPDEN,

AND THE GAEAT BETEUGELE FOR

POPULAR AND CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTY
IN HIS TIME.
ST
BY WY CPRIVES, EsQ.

Deriverep srxrorx ¥AE Thosyexs, Facviry a¥yn ETUDENTE oF
Hawrpen Broszy Coicxex, e 12th Novemaxzw, 1845,

RICHMOND:
FRINTED BY :ulrnnnf-:_éjfﬁ'"npﬁn; R




Vwvont




CORRESPONDENCE.

Hamroes Broser Corixse, L3th Nov. 1845,

Dxan s,

Itake pleasure as the organ of the Trustees of Hampden
Hydney College, in communicating to you their grateful acknowledg-
ments for the very instruetive and able Addresa delivered by you yes-
terday, That the gratification which they received in hearing it may
be measurably extended to other citizens of the Commonwealth and the
Union, and that the attention of the youth of our country mey be
drawn to ite most intaresting subject, they solielt a copy for publi-
eation.

1 rermain,
Dear sir,
Very rospectfully yours,
F, N. WATKINS,
Sec. fo the Trusiees.

Hon. Me. Rives.

Prwer Epwane Co. Nov. 13th, 1845,

Dzin Sm,
I have just had the honour to receive your note of this date,
1 derive much pleasiure from the very kind and favourable accep-
tance which my attempt to do justice to a great subject, hes met from
those at whose instance the taslk was underteken. The sense Ifee] of
the surpassing importance (to us especially} of that portion of the an-
nala of our British sncestors which the occamion necessarily brought
under review, with the bope that whet was essayed, however imper-
fectly exacuted, muy yet serve to invite other minds to the contempla-
tion and study of the noble lessons and examples in which the history
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of that period so richly abounds, far more than any fesling of compla-
cency'in regard to the performanee which the Trusees of the College
have been pleased, through you, tv honour with their approbation, im-
pels me to yield obedience to their wishes, and to place the Address at
their disposal, for whatever good end it may seem to them calculated
10 promote.
Begging to renew to them and yourself my most cordial and re-
spectiul salutetions,
I remsin,
Very truly and fithfully,
Yours,
W. C. RIVES,
F. N. Warnmns, Esq,
Secretary to the Trusiees of EL S, College.




DISCOURSE.

Mg. PresipeEnT anp GENTLEMEN :

The Board of Trustees, charged with the
management of this ancient Institution, were pleased
to do me the honour to invite me to teke part with
them in the proceedings of this day ; and my young
friends, the Students of the College, in a very flatter-
ing manner, added the expression of their wishes to
those of the corporation. So honourable a call,
coming to me from so high and respected a source,
and so persuasgively enforced, | have not been able to
resist, however unequal | feel myself to the perform-
ance of the duty which has been assigned me, in a
manner to justify your selection, or worthy of the oc-
casion.

An occasion of more interest and dignity rarely
occurs in the course of human affairs. ¥We are met
to receive, publicly and solemnly, the silent yet elo-
quent memorials achieved by grateful art, of the per-
son and virtues of one of the illustrious patriots of
the land of our forefathers, whose name this Institu-
tion is proud to bear—the inmortal champion of ci-
vil and religious freedom, John Hampden. These
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memorials are now hefore you, The one is a medal-
lion portrait of that great man, executed in the noble
simplicity and purity of his own character, the other,
a copy in marble of the monument erected to his me-
mory by the gratitude of his countrymen on the field,
in which he gloriously fell in defence of the liberties
of his country and of mankind. The monument
stands in Chalgrove Field, Oxfordshire, and was
erected there on the 1Bth day of June 1843, being ,
the two hundredth anniversary of the day of the glo-
rious martyrdom which it commemorates. It tells ita
own story in a noble and eloguent inscription far
more impressive than any words | can use, and I beg
leave, therefore, to read so much of it as is essential
to the merits of its object:

# Here in this Field of Chalgrove, Jochn Hampden,
after an able and strenuous, but unsuccessful resist-
ance, in Parliament and before the Judges of the
land, to the measures of an arbitrary court, first took
arms, assembling the levies of the associated counties
of Buckingham and Oxford in 1642 ; and here, with-
in a few paces of this spot, he received the wound of
which he died, while fighting in defence of the an-
cient liberties of England, June the 18th, 1643. In
the two hundredth year from that day, this stone was
raised in reverence to his memory.”

It could not fail to be gratifying to every lover of
liberty to read over the list of proud and lofty names,
the most elevated in rank and the most dignified by
station, which concurred in this warm and approving
verdict of a distant posterity upon the principles and
actions of one of the stanchest advocates which the
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cause of popular freedom ever had. But I must con-
tent mysell hore with merely stating that the family of
Hampden in England, learning with pride that an In-
stitution existed in this country, bearing the name of
their honoured ancestor, and dedicated to the cause
of sound learning, and to the promotion of those prin-
ciples of civil and religious liberty for which that an-
cestor had freely offered up his fife, eagerly sought
the occasion to present to it the interesting memorials
which are now before us. So graceful an act of in-
ternational courtesy, drawing together distant people
by the kindly offices of mutual sympathy and recog-
nition, deserves to be acknowledged, to be apprecia-
ted, to be imitated. It is an offering which does ho-
nour to the high character of those from whom it pro-
ceeds, and which this Institution, by many titles, 18
worthy to receive.

An Institution which started into existence under
the fresh impulse of our own great contest for free-
dom—whose first session was opened on the first day
of that year which ushered in the Declaration of
American Independence—whose patriotic founders
significantly proclaimed to the world the lofty prinei-
ples with which, at that soul-stirring period, their own
bosoms were animated, by assuming for their symbols
the names of Hampden and of Sydney—an Institu-
tion, in short, which boasts at the head of its first
Board of Trustees the name of Patrick Henry, a
name to [iberty and to eloquence ever dear, cannot be
an unfit depository of those memorials of the model
statestnan and patriot of England, which are now
committed to its keeping, These are glorious recol-



