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SmévLp the agricolturist have no taste for oroa-
mental gardening, yet such is the landable taste of
the fair daughters of America, at the present day,
that, there are but comparatively few, that do pot take
an interest in & flower garden. And this alone is a
sufficient reason for the publication of these remarks.

Horticulture, as it respects Omamental Gardening, is
one of the most janocent, the most healthy, and to some,
the most pleasing employment in life. The rural scenes,
which it affords, are instructive lessons, tending to moral
and social virtue ; teaching us to “lock through nature
up to nature’s God.”

Flower gardens were ever held in high estimatiop by
persons of taste. Emperors and kings have been de-
lighted with the expansion of flowers. * Consider the
filics of the field” said an exalted personage, “ Row they
grow;” for Solomon, when clothed in the purple of
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royalty, “was not arrayed like one of these.” Nature,
in her gay attire, unfolds to view a vast variety, which
is pleasing to the human mind ; apd consequently has
a tendency to tranquilize the agitated passions, and :
exhilarate the man—nerve the imagination, and reader
all around him delightful.

The cultivation of flowers, is an employment adapted
to every grade, the high and the low, the rich and the
poor ; but especially to those, who have retired from
the busy scenes of active life. Man was never made
to rust out in idleness. A degree of exercise is =s
necessary for the preservation of health, both of body
and mind, as food. And what exercize is more fit for
him, who isin the decline of life, than that of superin-
r.undingla well ordered garden? What more enlivens
the sinking mind 7 What more invigorates the feeble
frame? What is more conducive to a long life?

Florievltore is peculiarly ealeslated for the amuse-
ment of youth. It may teach them many important
lessons. Lt a piece of ground be appropriated to
their use-—to improve in ‘such a mdnner, as their incli-
pations shall dictate—to cultivate such planis as are
pleasing 1o their taste; and let them receive the pro-
ceeds. Let order and neatness pervade their little plan-
tations. Let them be instructed, that nothing valuable
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is to be obtained or preserved without labor, care, and
attention—that as every valuable plant must be de-
fended, and every noxious weed removed; so every
moral virtue must be protected, and every corrupt pas-
sion and propensity subdued.

The culivation of flowers, is an appropriate amuse-
ment for young ladies. It teaches neatness, cultivates
a correct taste, and {urnishes the mind with many pleas-
ing ideas. 'The delicate form and features, the mildness
and sympathy of disposition, render them fit subjects
to raise those transcendant beauties of mature, which
declare the “ perfections of the Creator’s power.” The
splendid lustre and variegated hues (which bid defiance
to the peoeil,) of the rose, the lily, the tulip, and
" a thousand others, harmonize with the fair fostering
band that tends them—with the beart susceptible to
the noblest impressions—and with spotless innocence.

—

Situation. As to the proper situation for a garden,
it is not always in our power to choose. A level plat,
however, is to be preferred ; for if there be considera-
Ble descent, the heavy rains will wash away the soil,

A southern aspect, sheliered from the north and north.
- 1*
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west wmd‘.l, is a proper situation for most plants. An
inclination towards the north, or west, or any point
between them, should, if possible, be avoided.

Soil., The natural soil should be a deep loam, which
is easily made rich by old rotten manure. But here
again, it is not always in our power to choose sucha
soil. In soch cases we must endeavor to imitate, we
must dig and carry off—and bring on loam, &ec. and
make a rich soil. The ground ought to be well pul-
verized with the plough or the spade. In a word, what
is wanted, iz a deep rich soil, natural or artificial, not too
wet, nor too dry.

The ground in a éurden must be kept rich, and often
stirred. It ought to be manured everyyear. A ecom-
post made of decayed vegetables, yard manure, rotten
leaves, ashes, and mould from any place, where it can
be bad, is proper for & garden. A garden should be
well defended, by a high and tight fence, especially on
the north and west.

Sowing and Planting. In the first place, the ground
must be made fine, as well as rich. Tt should be mo-
derately moist, not too wet, nor too dry. The beds
should be raised three or four inches, above the level
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of the walks; and the seeds ought, by all means, 1o
be sown in rows, tea or twelve inches apart; and
the earth should be moderately pressed upon them.
The time for, sowing either annual, biennial, or peren-
nial flower seeds, is in the months of April and May,
according to the state of the season. ¥ery small seeds
may be covered with fine earth nearly half an ineh,
larger ones in proportion to their size; and those as
large as a pea, to the depth of an inch, or a little more.
Seeds of delicate plants, should be planted in flower
pots, and the earth kept moderately moist, by wataliné
with & watering pot, that is finely pierced, and does
not pour heavily ; or the pot may be placed in the pan,
and water supplied at the bottom. The pots should
be expésed to the sun, except from eleven 4. m. to two
P. o. when a powerful sun might scorch the vegetating
seed. The mould for pots should be rich, and sified
through a coarse sieve, made for that purpose.

Transplanting.—The best time, perhaps, for trans-
planting snnval plants is in June, and for biennial and
perennial plants in September or the begioning of
October—remembering in all cases to take a sufficient
quantity of earth, with the roots, where it can be
done with propriety. Scoop trowels will be found

&



