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This the frst duty, carefully to train
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How large & part wers banish'd from below.
SOUTHEY.

BY THOMAS H. PALMER,

AUTHOR OF TIE FRIZE E35.4T ON EDUOATION, ENTITLED ' THR
TEAGHER'S MANDAL,"

BOSTON:

WILLIAM D. TICENOR & CO.
Corner of Washington and School Sirests.
1847,

—%



Ml 82890.2.3

F 567 './%’a«u{‘

f s
,q_r ,_7.; f-’: -"?..-,r role
o

; ';.a;, g 3 3 ?jf- "
Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1842,
BEY THOMAS H. PALMER,

In the Clerk's Office of the District Coart of Vermont.

§TEREITYERD BT
GEORGE A. CURTIS,
B, ENGLLND TTFE ANE BTERGOTYPE FOCNDRY, BOSTON



PREFACE.

Neves, surely, was there & moment when the public
mind was more fully awake than now to the importance
of education. Men everywhere begin distinctly to see
that it is easier to resirain vice by schools than by jails,
and cheaper to endow seminaries than to subport alms-
houses. are also beginning to dizcover (how stmnﬁ
m the Et nu'.ldd ever have been uwrlmlneiﬂ‘.&l th“h,

to have goo ernment, our governors, the
must be en]igmnf;: that a dmo:;ﬁg like m?eb:!:uﬂ
upon any thing but universal virtue and intelligence, must
be unsiable as water, uncertain as the wind.

But, although the truth of the general propesition is
readily admitted, that the permanence of our free institu-
tions depends upon the virtue end intelligence of the
people, and that these can only be secured by a sound
system of public instruction, yet how few are there who
extend their views beyond intellectwal education—who
congider, that with all the boasted improvements of our
public schools, we may actually have been doing little
more than training up in them a set of accomplished
rogues, ¥

& Mr. Auomney-General Austin said publicly, that his
siomal experiance convineed him, “Ht:‘;ttﬁmu {ul lﬂﬂllruﬁhlh
the increase of intellectnal education. Thar_shlﬂlmhnw
there is more craft, sabilely, and over-reaching. JA m
this city [Boston,] said with truth, ‘that the march of mind alens
wes the rogoe's march.""
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‘When we consider how much pro has been made
of late, in sharpening and improving the intellect, while so
very little has even been attempted, in our public schools,
towards developing end exercising the moral sense, can
we wonder at the strides our community have been takin
towards utter depravation of morals? that every mai
should bring new instances of breach of fith among all
classes of our citizens? Is not a want of conscientious-
ness the true source of nearly all our political and social
evils? and is it not time some atiempt should be
made to arrest them ?

A clerical friend of mine lately remarked, that he had

mtl}r serious doubts whether he and his brethren
of the ministry cowuld be acting right in expending so much
time and exertion, in the way of religious instruction, with
such small results. But how can the trifling amount of
these results be a matter of surprise, when it is recollected,
that one of the most important means of spreading religion
is entirely neglected? God has commanded us to * train
up a child én the way he should go.” Have we fulfilled
that command? Are our children " trained in the way
they should go * What should we think of a farmer, who
should sow his seeds n hard, stony ground, without
the slightest previous eflort to soften and mellow it by
plough or spade? Would it be rational to expect any
return? And yel, is not this precisely the course we
adopt respecting religious instruction? We take no pains
to awnken and develop the copsciences of our youth, and
to excite them to action. They are pever called on to look
within, to judge between right and wrong. How can we
wonder, then, that the seeds sown from the pulpit on this
unprepared ground should fail to take root, and that,
“when the sun was up,” they should be “scorched, and
wither away " We do perform a part of our duty. We
do provide religious instruction for the peeple. t we
nag{:gt an egqually essential part, for the want of which
what we do perform is rendered almost null, and of no
effect. And yet we calmly wash our hands, and say,
“We are innocent of the blood of this people.” Vi;re
exclaim against the hardness of men's hearts, and com-
plain of the inefficiency of the preached L
Let not any thing that is here said, however, be dis-
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torted s0 as to appear like advocating the teaching of reli-
ions tenets in schools. In the present state of society,
md as we are, and as we are likely to remain, into
orsiell i e -Sgel ey onmidyt st g
RpS go. But, use vari

religious faith, a.ni modes of worship, mﬂh': dﬂ\;?jr of
converting the school into an engine of religious yi-
iam, abaolutely forbid the teaching of religious doctrines
there, does it follow that every species of moral training
must be excluded? Does not this circumstance rather
enhance the necessity of a iar aitention to that part
of moral instruction to which no such objection can
upply? Is there not an extensive field, which may be
regarded as common ground, in respect to which e
pnrﬁonufmcietyiam'facﬂ agreed? Is there any
parent, who does not desirs his child to be trained to
the practice of virtue, and to the avoidance of every
vicions habit? that he should be inspired with venera-
tion, gratitude, and love to God? that he should be
honest, faithful, humane, and }g]\sulle. obedient to his
parents, true to his word? that he should possess moral
courage and self-control; industry, perseverance, ecomo-
my, and temperance; patience, fortitude, magnanimity,
and cheerfuloess? Surely not. On these, and such
like points, we shall meet with perfect unanimity.

The series of reading books, of which the present
forms a , has been written rﬁmipallg with the view
of introducing into our schools an easy method of
awakening and developing the conscience, and keeping
it in continual action. This is not attempted to be
done, however, by moral lectures, or sage a thegms.
These will rarely have any effect upon early youth,
save the pernicious one of ucing a dreamy wander-
ing of mind, of the most 1 tendency both to intel-
lectual and morel culture. But the fp}m is, o excite
the conscience to judgpe ond act for itself, and to
strengthen it by continual use, by means of a series of
questions, arising naturally from the subjects read, and
suited to the capacity of even infant minds.

Nor will the effects of this moral treining be exclusively
confined to the culture of the heart. It is believed, that a
glance at these questions will show, that they will afford

]l
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an im aid in unfolding all the mental facnlties;
that tion, comparison, reflection, abstraction, judg-
ment, reason, imagination, and taste will be improved
and strengthened by the simple exercises connected
with the reading lessons. Thus, the understanding and
the affections will alike be cultivated, and soms a
proaches made towards the development of the wbcg;
man, in his habits of thought, feeling, and action; and
we shall no longer see s0 many of thoee mentfal dis-
tortions produced by the excessive culture of the
memory, while every other faculty is left almost totally
dermant.
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