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PREFACE.

Tar work presented in the Hocues' Fiier BeEapes i3 in line with the
beat modern educational thonght. The hook consists mainly of a care.
folly graded series of bright and interesting lessone on such things as
American children think and tatk about.

The Reader comtains only words that children ose, carefully selected
from the home vocabulary. These words are presented in lists which the
child is to be taught before the reading of the lesson ie sttempted. The
text does not contain words which the paplls bave not been preparad by
these lists 1o recognize and proncunee.

The lessons are based on the word method, but are eqluutly wall adapted
for the sentence method, By presanting in the esrly lessons only words
of ene eyllable and only such words as contsin simple vowel and con-
sonant sounds, the ook Tully mmeets the wants of those who prefer the
phonie machod,

Af frequent intesvals in the ook review Jessons are given, in which
werds previouely learned are repeated in new combinstions, Thus repe-
tition is Insueed without tosa of interest.

The seript exercises given represent the best modern Eudgr.nent. in
reganl to penmanship.  If wsed freely, they will enable the pupils to
rend either print or sciipt and te write readily simple sentences,

The ehiel object of the reading lbssona of the first 2ehool year is to
familiarize the child with the formes of words whoge mmmiﬂlfs e knows.
There are other thiogs which modern educators hold should be inciden-
tally taught at the same time.  For this purpose speclal lessons are in-
trodueed which correlate language study with other branches of sclool
work—number, enlor, form, and natnce-study; and with the activities of
the school—modelling, pnint'm%;e d.rn.w:ing. anidl writing. For these
leasona no word-lists are given, becanse the teacher should do the work
orally, presenting the words in connection with the objects.
lessans arg supgestive of fnller work along these lines.

BUGEEATIONS TO TEACHERS,

Prasent the object repreaentel or have the action performed, if }m—
gible. Then use the picture, Conversé about the subject just enough fo
arpuse inferesf,

Write the word or phrase on the boand in large seript several times,
Hrase, and let pupils try.  Those who sucoesid may write ab their seats
while others try again. The lesson from the beok should be a review of
waords and phrases thus read and written,

Hava frequent drills in which the cluss snd individoal pupils read from
tha board as you point—a phraas at a time, or & whole sentence.

Give sentences cub up into words and phrases to be pat together on
desks snd rerd, Cut up sentences and words which children have eopled
or composed, and let other ohildren reeonstruct,
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b, FIRST STEPS.

I see a cat.

.
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a rat

I see a rat.
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can a cap

I can see a cap.
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