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Introduction

Goethe, who saw so many things with suck clear-
ness of vision, brought out the charm of the popular
ballad for readers of a flater day in fis remark
that the value of these songs of the people is to be
Jound in the fact that thetr motives are drawn
divectly from nature; and ke added, that in the
art of saying things compactly, uncducated wmen
have greater skl than those whe ave educaled.
It is certainly true that we kind of verse is so
completely out of the atmosphere of modern writing
as the popular ballad, No other form of verse has,
therefore, in so great a degree, the chavm of fresh.
ness. In material, treatment, and spirit, these bal-
lads ave set in stharp contrast with the poetry of
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