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TREFACE BY THE TRANSLATOR.

Tue bitherto rare volume which has been here translatad fa mp-
posed to bave been privately printed at the Elysét.

It was Intended for almoet universal circulation, mod in the ori-
ginal edition the following Decree was published on the fly-leaf:—

Loris NaroLEON @
Prince Presideut of the Republic,
Art. 1. Coxerpzanie—That it s good for the peopls to read good
podtry |
Art 2. Coremeniva that few people can write it}
Art 3. Cowmsmnerixa that be is one of the faw, the Prince Pres
dent hax written the following work. Respecting which
Ir 18 Dzcrezp—That any person within France found without a
copy, warranted to have been duly paid for, shall be lisble to
summary trisl and deportation, with the confiscation of all his
and chattels,
Doue st the Elysée, this first of April.
Lovis Narorzow.
Counilervignad,
Dz Maveas,
Almost immedistely, however, after tha publication, the Prince
President changed his miad, and fesved another Decree, denonncing
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deportation againat any one who shonld be found with & copy—duly
warrantad as having been paid for or not.

The consequence was the immediste disappearance of the whole
edition.

Twao coples only reached England. Oue Isai the British Museum ;
bat, in consequence of the haste being made with the Catalogue, Sir
Hoary Ellia has not yet had time to open the enclosure.

The other was sent, as & memento of old times, by the Prince
President to & quondam friend of hia, & billinrd-marker in S¢. James's
—who, being it reduced circumstances, at onoe brought it into the
Literary market,

Such are the singuler facts of the cass. They may be as perfectly
relied on as if they had appeared In the Constitulionnel, or even the
Mowileur.

It may be remarked a9 unsecountable, that not a few of the fol-
lowing Iyrics appear to reflect upon thelr anthor. Baot he, it fa well
to remember, is & very ntable p Many d would
poasibly mot-have expeeted guch a style of eMusion; but did they ax-
pect the coup d'Sind, of the Orleans confiseation? It is gulie clear
that, both in his poetry and in his politics, Louis Napoleon iz not to ba
judged of by ordinesy rules.

‘The fact that the poems and patriptic hymos are so freguently
founded upon English models, s to be accounted for by the long resi-
dence of the Prince President in Londaon.

Notes times by the anthor and somelimes by the translator
—have been added whers necessary, and it is hoped that the work
will formm & complete poetie mirror of Louls Napoleon's exploits and
pelicy.
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OPINION OF THE PRESS,
From the * Bass Ercepiion®

‘We consider the poems contaimed In this Hitla volome to be the
greatest literary achievement which the age has aceompli. Lesuing
Texuriously back in our editorial bondoir, raising in happy insouciance
our glazed doiles o the polished hoba 4nd Inaciensly fahaling the
aroma of & eritical clgar, we have vena f0 the conclusion that melther
Byron mor Milton, although, Mws o Tautre, persond_of somogtalent,
could have written mech stanzas as wa hera find strock off amid the
bruit snd fraces of administrative life, by the pious, moderste, truth-
loving, and mercy-Inclining Prince who now rules In Lo Belle France
& happy, & contanted, and & prosperons peuple. Whether we con.
template the pure strain of morality joculcated, the lofty tone of po-
litical philcsophy adopted, or the spirit-stirring march of the ballad
poetry, which rouses the finest and noblest feelings of our mature
comme & trumpet blast—we know no living poet who can be for & mo-
ment placi B competition with the Imperia]l Lyrist. The tears wa
bave shed over the malirurs of Strasbourg and Boulogna are yet wet
upon the costly tapissdric beneath ws. The souvenirs of his Great
Uncle, sa exquoisitely set forth, have penelrited to our ¥ory ame, and
the magnificent abandon of the description of the mitraillement of the
cangille on the Boulevard is worthy of the glorions subject, When,



