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THE SPEECH

or

MR. ALDERMAN HALL.

[Mr. Avoervan Hany came forward, but it was some
time before he was able to proceed, owing to the tu-
multuous applause from the Protestants, and the yells
from the Popish party. At length be commenced
speaking, but was almost inaudible, except to those by
whom he was immediately surrounded, on account of
the determined yell which was kept up by the Papists
under the hustings.]

The worthy Alderman spoke as follows:—* Mr. Chairman
and Gentlemen,—It iawith feelings of extreme pain that I meet
my fellow-townsmen on the present occasion, because, Sir,
when I read over the names of the requisitors—when I look
at the respectable gentlemen who are now arrayed in the
support of the object of the meeting, I perceive that they
are the same parties to whom we huve been opposed on all
former occasions, when the people hdve deemed it necessary
to come forward in defence of their constitutional privileges,
[ am, therefore, compelled to draw the painful conclusion,
that the removal of the great barrier, heretofore dividing his
Majesty’s Protestant subjects, has not had the desired effect.
(A loud laugh from Mr. Buaines, who cried out * Ha, ha,
ha!—That's a'good one!”) When this untimely interruption
would allow him to proceed, Mr. Hall continued.—I say I
cannot but express my regret, that the removal of that barrier
has not had the effect of uniting them in closer bonds of

B






s

high import, and it is necessary that the prayer be mibstan-
tialy set forth with the grounds on which it is preferred : but
to make a professedly loyal address the vehicle of mere opi-
nions of = part of his Majesty's subjects, to call forth =
similar expression of the counter opinions of others which
can be supported by irrefragable argument, and thus to dis-
tract the Royal mind, 15 to insult the Sovereign, without
the hope of such address producing the imtended effect.—
{ Cheers and disapprobetion.)—Now, Sir, what has called for
this very irregular mode of proceeding? T thave heard no
reason alleged but the provoking circumstanee of a number
of loyal Britons carrying their notions of loyalty to théir
King, and fidelity to the Constitution, a few degrees -further
than some people; and having fearned that mo “treasares,
and, ahove all, our constitutional bleasings, can be protected
by inactivity and security, have thought fit to form an asso-
ciatioh, which they call-the “Leeps Brurswick ConsTi-
TUTIoNAL AssociaTioN,"—{ Disapprobation and cheersy—
in maintenance of those bleasings, which they think will be
best effected, by opposing, by.all constitutional means, the
concession of further political power to the Roman Catholics.
( Tremendous cheers from the Protestonts, which were loudly
aneiered by the Popish party.) Shonld the day arrive when
_ the principles which actuate the members of' this Association
may be scouted—(Cries of ** They are wouted,” from the
Papists)—the glory of Britain will have passed away. For,
wheat cerititutes our greatness above other nations? Itis
not the exploits of eur flests-and armies, though subjects of
exultation to every true Briton, but it is the excellence of our
inatitutions, eivil and religious, whieh, by a nicely balanced
form of government, secure t¢ us, in an unparalleled degree,
all the advantages which render society valuable. Such,
then, is the Association which has frightened gentlemen from
their propriety. ( Laughter from the Protestant part of the
hustings.) But was.t needful to require the interposition of
52



