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“The otore of mw [fe,
From pear to vear, the battics, sieges, forfunes,
That [ bave pasgscd.”
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PR IEEFALCE

The Chevalier de Tonigibaud was one of the gallant
Hitde band ol Frenchmew, who, “sick e Leeathing and
expliat™, crossed the Atlantic to aid the Amcrican colonisls
to rain their ndependence. Tike most of Tus companions,
he was a mere lad, courageous, adventurons, high-spinted,
Ifehit-hersted, and cool-headed, but he united o these
ordinary attdibotes of the French peotleman, one which
lig vomrades dild not possess, or had oo opportunily of
developing. Ile secms to lhave been a shrewd olscrver
ol men and events, and he harl a1 keen sense of huomoar,

1t was not probuble that o vouth barely owl of his teens
and thinking more of his owmn liberty than the cause in
which he was engaged, should have noted his imypressions
ab the time.  They were written down more than [orty
vears later, bl that will nol detruct from the value of &
book which gives vivid pen-portraits of men about whom
much has been written but of whom much yet remains
to b writien.

Coneerning  the avthor's life, littde need be added to
what he tells os, but T am indebted to his great-great-
nephew, the Comte de Pontpibaud, for some detils which
are not to be found in the book. The Chevalier de
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Pontgibaud married —31 July 1780 —a daughter of Mardchal
de Vaux, and the widow of Comte de Fovgitres, mardcnd
de eamp, 1T was deeply attached to her, and only
survived her o few months,  She died o 1830 and he in
1837. From the time of his retum to Franee (1519) 1l
his wife's death, he resided at 6, Place Rovale, Paris, but
afterwards removed 0 the residence of his nephew, Comie
de Pontsibaud, 32, Rue des Tournelles, where he died.

He was a gendal, kind-hearted man, and it s related
of him that in hizs later days he never left home withom
a pocketful of five-franes pieces, wvne of which eoins he
would bestow un each poor person he met. * As T owanl
for mothing myscl," e osaid, *let me do all 1 can fox
pror people who do wunl”  Tndeed had it not beon for
his chartable disposifion he: would never inoall Tkelihood
baave written his book, s cousing Mo de Lovao, whio
wits Interested i many ehatable works, said te oo ope
day, # My dear consing vou have had such an adventurous
career that an account of the podocipal evemis of wour
life woul] make a most intun.':ilirlg boak. T wandd Eiw;
away the copies as prizes Inoa lottery, and 1 warmrant wo
sheuld met o Jaree sume fur one of my chardties,”  The
proposal was perhaps bardly Mattedng W the aothor, bt
b was oo kind-hearted to refose, wed the Book was duly
written, He even permitfed a relative to pad out the
volume by (he addition of some singolarly  dull letters
which, beimg devoid of all interest, have been amitted from
the present translation,

The Mémoires du Comie de Mo—... ithe writer was then
known ag the Comte de dMore) has becoame a rare hools,
and appears to have becn unknown to many of the
historians and biographers whose writings relate to the
War of Independence and the actors concemed in it
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That the book is rre and rather valuable is due to the
#book=manines T, who have saapped-up every available
eopy, mot on account of any interest in the book or its
autlor, but because of—the printer! A certiin vonng man
had persmded his relatives 1o set him up in business as
i printer, but in o e over a year he contrived to lose
more than 130000 francs, Ile theew up the business in
dhigzust, and resolved o make his living by the pen. To
prove that he was better ftled 1o compose with the pon
than with the “stick ™, it mesls bul o cite his name,—
Honoré de Balzac! Even a book which had the honour
of provecding from the novelist's unprofitable press has
avquired a fictiliows valoe,

Both as the Chovalier de Pontgibood aml the Marguis
e Moré, the anthor had the good sense to keep nut of
politics, and his name occurs but rarcly in meineins and
lsiztories of the duy.  In Vawls Fie de Madame du Sarey
lie is mentioned as being present ab g dinner parly to
which she was invited.  The incident is reluted in the M5
Memoirs of Comte Duofort de Cheverny. ¥ Seeing that the
Chevalicr wore the Order of Cincinnatus, she told us the
following storv,  *When T was at Versuilles, T hacl the
st tallest amd  best  Jooking  foolmen  that counbd Le
found, but the neisiest, laziest raseals that ever lived.
The ring-leader of them gave me so much trouble that 1
was obliged o serd him away. The war in Amcrica was
then beginniog, and he asked for letters of recomimen-
dation. I mave them, and he left me with o well filled
purse, and I was glad to get rid of him. A vear ago he
cime oo see me, and he was wearing the Ooder of Cin-
cinnatus,”  We all lawrhied at the story, except the Cle-
valier de Pontgibaed.”

On the fly leal of & book in the Library at Clermaont
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Ferrand there are also some ME, notes —suppuosed to he
written by Comte Thomas d'Espinchal--relating to the
Chevalier de Pontgibaud. Tt is there stated that the Che-
valier furhished Tulleveand  with the means of returning
to France by lending bim 600 louis. Tt is not improbable,
and as the Ex-Bishop would be absolutely certain to forget
the obligntion, this may account for certain severs remarks
about Talleyrand  to be found towards the close of the
present volume,

In editing the Chevalicr's Memoirs I have done little
move than identify the personages named only by initials,
andd 5.U|“r|rl_1.' tiles  concerning thenr, correct one or Lwio
el o ostoike oul w® Passage or two that was notb
according boowodern ste, As traimsbalor 1 have endege-
oared, as 1 alwavs do, too render the onzinal as fath-
fully sz could be, and preserve the style and spirit of the
nuthor. The oaly Bbety T lueive taben with the st s
tocutoopr semee G the senbenoes, Llor g lew of them were
of an inordiogle length, 10 G0 should e fonnd that the
style 35 not alwuys of the pureest, it should be remembered
et the Chevalier was o man of action, and wis fghting
lor the Trecdos ol Aoerica ab an age when less adventunms
vouths are guictly pursuing their studics.

ROLT. B. DOUGLAS
Pares, 1oth Januacy 1oy7.
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