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PREFACE.

Tez circametances which drew out the following dis-
coarses, areé rather local, than general. The author is
the only public advocate of a world's salvation, in a city
of one hundred thousand souls. His sentiments are fre-
quently atlacked, and as often misrepresented, both in
the pulpit and from the press. For this cause he felt
himself called upon to lay before his congregation, and
the public, so far as they were willing to hear, a plain
and explicit statement of his faith, and the reasons em
which that feith was founded. He had no intention of
giving these labors to the public through the press, bat
prepared them for the pulpit alone. He commenced
their delivery; and it was soon discovered, that they ar-
tracted more attention than his most sanguine anticipa-
tions had led him 10 expect. The large house in which
they were delivered became crowded to overflowing, and
& general desire was expressed that they might be issned
from the press.  In accordance with this desire and the
adviee of friends, the author has comsented to present
them to the public in their present form, with searcely
a revision from the original copy.

He is aware that there are already many able works
upon the same subject before the public, in comparison
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with which, any effort of his pen must be feeble. But
1t is hoped, that the attention which has been given
these lectures, in that portion of the Master's vineynrd
where the author resides, will secure for them there, a
more general circulation than coold be obtained for any
other work upon the same subject. Itis hoped, also,
that they may be the means of adding something 1o the
general good, by strengthening the faith of the believers
who are scattered abroad, and presenting to the minds
of those “who are of the contrary part," a feeble effort
to explain and establigh the doctrines of those who re-
joice in the great salvation.

For the style and manner of his sermons, he makes
no apology, his aim has been to be understood, and to
eonvince, rather than please the ear with well scunded
periods or flights of fancy ; and as for his erroms, ifl he
has advanced any, let the reader and the public give
themm no quarters. “If this work be of man, it will
eome to maught, but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow
it.™ " Whosoever readeth let him understand,” and if
the doctrines here ught shall be proved false, none
will be maore ready to abandon them than the publie’s

humble servant i
Tz Avraos.
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SERMON I.

INTRODUCTORY.

“ Sy wo know what (bl new dectries whetsof thon speaicest a9 For
nnmumuMMmu-ﬁunhwumpnvﬂﬂhmmn‘q
whai theas thinge meagt, " Acta xvil. 18,

The hearer will undoubtedly recognise this, as the
language of certain philosophers of Athens, addressed
to the Apostle Paul. At Thessalouies, the Jews raised
a tumult and drove him out of the city. Departing
thence, he went to Berea, and there preached the good
word of the kingdom, with great success. Thither,
bowever, the Jews [ollowed him, and, *stirred up the
pmplnigunut hir,"” until he was oo longer safe in that

Accordingly, bhe departed, and went to Athens,
m! there waited for his companions, Silas and Timo-
theas to join him. He was now in the midst of the
most opulent and powerful city of Greece—a eity, dis-
tinguished alike for the military talents, learning and
eloguence of its inhabitants, There, the schools, pro-
fessors and philosophers of Greece, were congregated,
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and there, temples and altars were.reared to every false
God of whose name the people had heard. The historian
informs us, that “Paul’s spirit was stitred within him,
when he saw the whole city given to idolatry, there-
fore, disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and
with devout persons, and in the market, duily, with sach
as met him.” In these disputations, he encountered cer-
tain of the Epicureans and Stodes, and they brought him
to Areopayus, the place where they held their courts of
justice, and there, they addressed him in the language
of the text. “May we know what this new doctrine
whereof thou epeakest is? for thou bringest certain
strange things to our ears; we would know therefore
what these things mean; for they spent their time in
nothing else, but to tell, or to hear some pew thing.”

1 cannot forbear the remark here, that although these
inquirers were actuated by pothing better than an idle
curiosity, in making this request, yet their conduct was.
far more commendable, than that of those who condemn
a man and his religion, without first giving him a hearing
in his own behalf. Paul gladly embraged the opportunity
thus afforded him of entering upon a defence of the gos-
pel. He preached to them, “ God that made the world,
and all that dwell lharﬁn,"pu{umd out to them the folly
of their idolatrous practices, and appealed to them in be-
half of Jesus and the resarrection, with such energy and
power, that * some believed,” and others said, “ we will
hear theeagain of this maner.”

I presume the hearer has already anticipated the use
the speaker mtends to make of this text. He stands
before you, the advocate and the only pudlic advocare
in this large city, and even in this Swate, of the doctrine
of impartial and efficient grace—a doctrine, which 1o
some of his hearers, may be both new and strange, He



