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ADDRESS.

TO TRE

HONORABLE LORDB AND COMMONS

OF THE

KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN.

My Lonrs AXD OxxTLEMEN,

As the true supporters of the laws of your own country and the rights of
nations and individnals, I have the honor to present this Appeal to Eﬂu.r notice, and
to request your special attention fo the following statement of facts, being entitled to
the privilege of a nafural born British subject, as the only surviving son of His Berene
Higﬁncsa Prince Jozeph Louis of Gouzags Mantova &stigl'ume, who was born in
London, on the 19th of March, 1761, and as grandson of Hia Berene Highnesa Princa
Philip Louis of Gonraga Mantova Castiglione, who was maryied in London, an the
12th of April, 1760, as the istry-book of the Spanish Chepel, Manchester
?ﬂm‘, in the Pansh of L[ary]ehorne, -fu].ly suthenticates, {See at the end, Acts

0.1 and 2.) g

Having been married by spetisl-licence to an English lady, Maria Efta,

daughter of Colonel Coke, in London, on the 22nd of February, 1841 I
expressed my desire to be nataralized ax an English subject, on aceonnt of my birth
at Dresden (see Acts No. 3 and 4) leaving it doobtfol t0 me whether I wae entitled
to all the privileges afforded by the laws of this conniry, My legul advisers in
London, efter having taken mEniaance of my act of baptism, as the son of Princd
Joseph Louis de Gonzaga and the Princess Esterbazy, (which act was examined and
legalized by order of Prince Mettornich, st Vienna, the 17th January, 1837,) and of
other family d ts which are subjoined, informed me that I am toall intents and
purposes a natural born British subject, snd that ne formality could be required to
establish myself as such, more than from any other native of this country: they
quoted from various authorities, and legal opinions were also given in writing from
the learned council of the Temple, on the laws in force, Tth Anne, ¢ 5.—dth Geo.
IL. c. 21.—13th Geo. II1, c. 21, and a reference to < Blacketone’s Commentaries,”
vol. 1, page 374, proving the child born in & Foreign Innd of a native born parent,
to be entitled to all the protection and advantages thia eountry affords to a natural
borp Epglishman. More recently the law passed in the DBritish Parliament, the
6th of Angust, 1844, 7th and 8th Victoris, ¢. 66, extends the above mentioned
Erivilegeu to the child of a mwiber born in England, slthough the ehild’s birth may
ave taken place in a Foreign land.

My civil rights being thus demonstrated, and being confirmed the 17th Janua:!
1837, at Vienna, and in other countries (see Act No. ), I beg leave to premise
briefly, and only as a necessury introduction to the subject of this Petition, that
my political position is that of & claiment by bereditary night (and in virtue of the
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Treaties of the last century, in reference to my grandfuther especially, in 1748, at
the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle), to the Dunchies of Mantua, Guastalla, Castiglione,
Bolferino, &e., &e, &e. in Italy: and in order to avoid incurring preseription,
regarding my rights to private property in Italy, France, and elsewhere, I addressed
my protestation ol stated epochs to the sovereigna and potentates of Europe, and
refer to the one dated April, 1843, subjoined {see Act No. 6),in which I requested
some indemnity might be allowed me, nntil & congress wonld enable the five great
powers, signators of the Treaty of Vienna, 1815, to grant me the reversionary right
on Ghsgstalla (purchased g a private posseasion by the Prince Ferdinand di Gonzaga,
in 1539, from the family of Torelli), as they had reserved to themselves that privilege,
by Art. 99, of the Treat.y of Vienna, 1815.
1 also sabmitted to the Governments (who were aware of the fact) that, as the
uestion regarding the restitotion of Italian possessions to their rightful owners
gad been interrupted at the moment the subject was selected s fhe arder of (ke day
gt the Treaty of Vienna, by the unexpected retorn of the Emperor Napoleon from
Flba (which broke up the conference), T should be allowed to place all my family
documents before their respective ambassadors wnd wministees o London. Many
distinguished personages and also sovereigns took eognizaace of them, and testifie
their aympathy for my position; and, amongst the most cminent Statcsmen, the
Earl ugl?]]areudnn, wgc- returned them with the following letter, dated London,
June 17th, 1843,

“ To His Berene Highness P'rince Alexander di Gonzaga, &c., &e., &t., Pari.
“ Prince,
1 have had the honor to receive the protestations your Serene Iighness
“has been kind enough to send me, which wi]{’ be carefully preserved by me, sz &
 solemt manifestation on your part, awd fomded on the authendic acts of your
£ iy,
ﬁm:' %Vil,h my wish for the re-integration of your Serene Highness in your rights,
“ gegept Prince the assurance of my most distinguiehed constderation,
{Signed} ¢ CLArxNbON.”
T received also the following letter on the same subject, dated Ovtober the Sth,
1848, from His Excellency the British Minister at Torin.
* Prinee,
¢ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this morning of the letter
“ gnd its anmexed, which yonr Highness was pleascd to address to me from Rome,
 dated the 3cd of October, of this year.
“I have no reason to believe that the conferences on the affairs of High
“ Ltaly will be held at Turin, but shoald they happen to sssemble there, the pro-
# testation of your Highness, which is addressed to al} the sovereigns and princes
“ of Europe, would place the Government of Her Britanie Majesty, who ought
« uently to be made nequainted with it, in the position to give me the instruc-
“ tioms 1t may id v on this snbject
¢ I have the honor to be,
* Your Highness's very humble scrvant,
{Bigned) “ RarrE ABERcRoMABY.”
# Tyrin, the 8th October, 1848,
# To His Highness the Princa (tonzaga Mantua,
“ At Rome™

I repeated in 1846, at London, my protestation of the 26th of April, 1848,
and ufterwards at Rome, in 1848, where [ resided at that period, in consequence of
His Holiness, Pope Ping IX, who then advocated the canse of Italian Independence,
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having done me the honor, when 1 went to offer my felicitations o him in 1847,
to invite me with my family to reside at Rome;* but the political events which
followed obliged the Pope to quit for a time the Pontifical States, and I, willing to
share the dangers of the besieged city with my Tialian brethren, remained in Rome
and Italy, until the commencement of 1852, wher, my affaira requiring my return
to England, [ travelled from Ltaly, passing throngh Paris, with my Enghish passport ;
in which eapital I could not be considered a stranger, as I bad paid taxes there, like
any other citizen, for a house £ ocenpied in 1841 in Paris, and had been known in
France during & period of forty years; besides having lived six years consecutively
in that country till Wovember 1845, three yeers in London, and four in Xtaly,

I arrived in Paris {,ust at the time of the confiscation of the Orleans property,
by order of the Prince President Louis Napoleon, including the immense possessions
of the Due FAuvmale, which he inherited owing to the unfortunate assassination of
the Prince de Condé. This eonfiscation had been sirongly opposed by many of
the principal authorities in the magistracy, wha were admunistrators or agents of
the Orleans family in France, and Mzr. Laplague Barris, chief administrator
of the Duc d’Aumale's property, and also President of the Court of Cassation,

It is well known that a plot had boen decided npon for the overthrow of the
Prince President, Louis Napoleon, which was rendered fruitless by his extraordi-
nary conp d%état of the 2nd of December. The stormn thus roused was scarcely
queiled, than a writer more realous than judicious, in the time he selected,
inserted an articic in the public papers stating that Charleville, included in the -
property of the Dae d’Aumale {which without this estate amounts Lo several millions
of tPrancs yearly), was built by Prinee Charles of Gonzagn, Ioke of Nevers, Rethel
and Mayenne, who left it by will to his legitimate maf Aeirs for ever, in all the
branches of the family of Gounzaga; and that the decrees of Puarlinment and of the
Kings of Fronce (Louis the XTIV especially}, had confirmed these rights to his male
keirs, and also that the marriage of the Prince of Condé with #he second danghter
of the Princcss Anne of Gonzaga, Prineess Pelatine of Davaria, was made the
pretext for the appropristion of the dependencies of Charleville by the family of
Condé, during the minority of the rightful heir; and that consequently, as the only
sueviving legitimate male descendant, this property by right devolved upon me,
(See Qouricr des Ardeanes, April 21, 1852).

I bad mede known these claims fo Lonis Philippe during his reign, aod
likewige to the Prince Louis Napolcon in 1849, and received from his secretary a
letter (see Act No. 73 but the extrpordinary opposition crested amongst the mem-
bers of the French wagiatracy of the Orleans party against Louis Napoleon, at
the prospeet of any redoetion of the enormous revenue of the Due d’Aumale, the
richest proprictor in Franes, would not have led me at the moment of my intended
journey to England, and whilst merely staying at sn hotel as & passing traveller,
to insist upon these points, or scarcely o think of them, had I not been urged by
a coterie, whom I imagined frieu%cou.ncﬂlom, to prelong my stay in Paris until
sfter the fites of the 10th of May, My astonishment wus therefore great on
receiving on the 5th of May, 1862, a mandate to quit Parls in twenty-four hours,
on the plea that public security was endangered by my presence in France. As the

* The house of Gonzaga reigned in Lombardy from the 13th of November, 962, when Prioee
Gualtieri de Gonzagra, Princs Royod of ey, Conot of Turia (som of Huge [I., King of Italy and the
Yrincess Elizabeth de Gomgagn, Princess of Lombardy), wae ereated by his cousin, the Emperor Otho
I, Imperial Vicar of Italy, and firat Soveraign Margvave of Mantue. His descendant, Price Louis
Ist dl Gunzoga, was Governor of the Rapublio of Modena during the war of the Gueiphs and Ghibelins,
which desolated Ialy, and was rc-e]wtasnby the #ox pepoli Soversign of Mantua in 1328, The whole of
the patrimony of St. Peter, ylelding eleven thousand crowna a day, was the domation of the Bérénissime
Grand Conutess Marilda di Gonzags, Princess of Mantua, Dechess of Tuscany and of Speleto; and was
begueathed at her death to the Popes for eoer.  Thin Princess died in 1115.
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Princess, who had been staying at Genon, was to join me on the 10th that she
might accept the invitation to be nt the fétes, my only sliernative was to sea
General Count Roguet, the Aide-de-Camp of the Prince President, to whom I had
been presented st the Elysée, on my arrival st Paris, by the Gencral-in-Chief of
the French Army of Occupation, Rostolan, Ex-Governor of Rome, General
Roguet assured me that this order from the police did not emanate either from the
Government or the Elysée, but prebably from some member of the subaltern
})ul‘me helonging to a contrary pnrli, and that | might remain in Paris without any
car of future annoyance, a8 I had not done snything to occasion such an order.
{See Act No. 8)

I then called upon the chief of the cabinet, at the Ministry of Police, to enquire
into the motive of this step ; and he observed, that all foreigners were Liable to receive
such an injunction without even the necessity of an explanation on the subject;
but that if [ could bring forward three or four Jiving witncsses, who had known me
from childhood up to that date, I could remsin in Paris, and 8s a foreigner he would
give me pix weeks for this research. 1 replied that I showld not be cmbarrased to
find a hundred persons; but he said four would suffice. From that day I perceived
myself to be under a regular system of espionnage ; I conld not teke s step without
observing that persons were stationed at the corners of the streets leading to the
hotel I inhabited. As I felt assured that justice mnat be done to me, I determined
upon taking & house and farnishing it in Paris, and on awaiting the result ; aud with
this view I removed to No. 26, Rue Monthahor, Aecompanied by the Prineess I
attended the fétes of May, I852. Many foreigners came }:)m all parts of Europc
to attend this interestin, spectacle. I mention this circumstance oo account of an
occurrence which took plece at this time, trifling in itself, but showing the animosity
with which I was pursned. The Count d'Haotpoul, the Grund Referendary (with
whose nephew, the Marquis d’Hautpoul, I had been well acqueinted, when he was the
officisl deplomatic agent for Ilon Carlos, in France), had sent us invitations which
were intercepted by some agent of the police, whe demanded them of the person
who was bringing them to my hotcl, possibly with the view of preventing my
meeting amongst the gueste pome of the friends of my yunth., Notwithatanding
these machiavelian manceuvres, I succeeded in completing the series of witnesses for
the years required. Mr. do Grébam, chief of the personnel of the Marine
Department, and Me, Guiffrey, stated npon peth, and also in writing, that they
had known me intimately from 1844 to 1853,

General Trézel, Ex-Minicter for the War Department, certified that he had
been aequainted with me from 1840 to 185632, and had proposed for my acceptance
the rank of Colonel, in the Foreign Legion of Algieww, (as that of (fcnera conld
not be offered to » foreigner without being first & Colonel in the French Service).
He also stated that he had known my father, Prince Joseph Louis of Gonzaga,
when he was General of division in Spain, in 1810, (Bee Act Ne. 9.)

Baron Wacchter, Minister for Wurtemburg, in Paris, stated his long
sequaintance with me, ever since the year 1838, at Stutgerd, when I received the
citizenship of that city. (See Act No. 10.)

Lientenant Chmielinski, of the Lsncers, affirmed upon oath, likewize before
notary, that he had known me since 1826, when st his unele’s, Colonel Gurski ; and
that he bad seen me repeatedly afterwards, particularly et the Battle of Ostrolenka,in
1881, and more recently in 1%32, in 1884, and 1852, at Paris. (See Act No. 11.)

General de Lamarre bore testimony to the fact of being present when
Commandant Corbet recognised me at Rome, in 1850, spesking to me of facts with
which we were both familiar, when he knew me s & youth of 18 years of age, at
Dantzic, on the staff of Marshal MNey, during the campaigns of 1818 and 1814,
(See Act No, 12))
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The Abbé Stanliewies stated upon oath, and in writing, signed before the notar;
Baudier, that he knew me under the same circomstanees i 1812, 1813, and 181
that ke saw me again at the Battle of Ostrolenka, in 1831, and other engagements
during the revolation in Poland, and again in 1852, at Paris.  (See Act No. 13.)

I eollected all these statements, which were signed before the notary Baundier
and registered in the public records of Pars, and might have procured many more,
when I received a friendly warning to deware, for there was an intrigne ou foot to
seice both myself and papers. As a further proof of an evil intention towards
me, it was stated that some agents of the police, affecting to be gentlemen employed
at the Anstrion legation and wearing the Austrian eockade for Eeir servants’ livery,
had presented themselves to several of my acquaintances, recommending those
who had given their certificates to withdraw them (which of course they did not),
and enjoining others to decline giving their testimony, or making known sny facts
to my advantage. Threats and promises were alternately tricd, bot at that time
ineffectuslly, to obtain revacations. Secure in my integrity, end the conviction that
I had never failed in my duty to the laws of any conniry, or to man, I did not
pay much attention to this and many other intimations : I merely advised the
notary Bandicr to present the above mentioned sesen certificates (the number
required in law, thongh not by the chief of the cabinet at the Ministry of Police,
who only required four} to the Prefect of Police, without further delay ; a8 the aix
weeks accorded had nearly expired.  This recommendation he did not follow, but
preferred dividing them, giving three to Mr. Domergue, chief of cne of the
burcaux, and three to his friend Mr. Souflon, Commissary of Police. I called a
second time on Mr. Baudier and mentioned the suspicions of my friends, and the
necessity of placing @# the certificates in the hands of the Prefect himsclf, or in
those of the Minister of Police—a friend aftewards took him from his office to the
door of the Prefectore; but he said, that neither Mr. Domergue or Mr, Soufflon
were within ; apd the result of 8]l these mistakea was, that, during the time Prince
Lonis Napoleon wae at Strasburg sceompanied by the suthorities snd prineipal
petsonages of Paris, I waa arrested in the most unjustifisble menner on the 23rd
of July, 1852, At seven o'clock in the morping, about thirty of the police
sutrounded the house, and seven or eight of them broke inte my eleeping spartment
apon the pretext of making a senrci for arms and political papers : not finding
anything to excuse such conduct, or that eould implicste me in the slightest degree,
they compelled me follow them to the Prefecture, and in order to blind public
opinion, snnounced in ell the principal journsls thronghaut France, the monstrous
falsehood that I had been srrested at the moment I was forcing the consign of the
sentinel placed at the Elysée, with the intention of penetrating inte the palace,
By this means they succecded in blinding the public opinion, and acconnting not
only for the arrestation, but also for keeping me au seoref and in solitery confine-
ment for more than & year afterwards. %n wain the Princess, at the instigation of
some friends, demanded a contradiction of this articla in the same paper which had
produced it. A positive deniel wos given to any refototion, But this was only
the commencement of a scries of oppressions. I have said that I was au secref,
and the stone walls of Mazas do not echo the sufferings of those detained there;
even the Princess who came daily for neerly three months, in vain requested to gee
me. (Sce Acta No. 14, 15, 16.]

This most iniquitoss arrest lasted from the 23rd of July, 1852, until the
lst of January, 1854, when it pleased the Emperor, Louis Napoleon, to restore
me_fo liberty, after having emEittered a life eo carly dovoted to the service
of Napoleon the 1st. But there is a sentiment far dearer to me than life, more
precious a thousand times than the crown of my oncestors, or my private
hereditary possessions. J¥ d¢ my Aonor ! which has been impugned in the most
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base and eowardly manmer, in violation not only of the laws of France, but of the
whole world.

With regard to my military career, even at the early age of twelve years T
quitted the splendour and loxury of my father’s palace, and the tenderness of a
fond mother and sisters, to follow in the path of glors traced by the Emperor
Napoleon I. ot being able to reconeile mysell to remaining at home whilst my
father and two elder brothers {one of whom died at the Battle of Leipsic in 1813)
were ﬁghting beneath his banner, I shared the d gers of the ca P 'D of
Russia, Germany, and France, m 1812, 1813, and 1814,

But what has it availed me to have ex‘pnsed my life 80 often, even from child-
hood, in the face of the chemics’ caunon ¥ Of what avail are riches which one
day are mine and the nest belong to another, if a low intrigant of a Mr. Brault
bearing the title of Juge d’Instruction {of the police tribunal, an office happily
unknown in England), ear, because he finds it to his interest to do so, interrogate
his vietim @ segref, and wantonly draw up a false report?  This Braw/ well knew
that my arrest was unjustifiable, and that if he aceepted the evidence of my {riends,
I must instantly be set at liberty, Amongst those who offered their testimony was
General Count Bussy, who kncw me sinee 1812 and 1813, when I was on the staff
of Marshal Ney. But such a course would not have secorded with his views; by
refusing their evidence be calenlated wpon detsining me in solitary confinement for
five years, the longest extent of time in his power, whilst he circulated the basest
inventions to obtain my eondemnation, and to deprive me of the sympathy of old
and tried friends.

X consider it my duty not only for my own justification, but also for the good
of all those who may at any fatare period be teavelling, or entitled to property, in
France, to lay before your Hooorebje Honze a statement of the ontrages committed
upon me, and of which, I should hope, there is oo parallel in history. I claim then
of you, a2 one having the privileges of a British subject and travelling with a
British passpost, that reparation of wiy wronga which is duc to me if justice cxists
on earth. You will learn with indignation that it has not been sufficient for me to
have received several honorable wonnds on the field of battle, of which I bear the
marks on my person, nor the fact of having been decorated Officer of the Legion of
Houoor, by the hands of Napoleon on the field in 1814 (see Aet No. 17); that it
has not sufficed to have received tostimonials of bonors for which I mever sought
(!ee Agts Nos, 18 and 19), nor certificates from the most distingurshed gemmlls,
nor the high respect and consideration of which a Minister of the War Department
in France gave me the strongest proof, when, for my well known services to his
country, he offered me, in 1840, the rank of Colonel in the Foreign Legion of
Algiers; nor to lLave received the most flabtering proposition by letter, to accept
the rank of General and Commander-in-Chief from other couniries (see Act
No. 20); nor even guetations frem letters written by the Emperor Napoleon in
1812, vespecting the 9th regiment of the Visiula Legion, in which I commenced
my military carcer the 13th of April, 1812,  Nothing, nothing hea sufficed to
prevent the iniquitous falsehoods and abuse of power exercised against me by this
Brault, Judge of the Police Department. When I threatened to appesk to the
Prince President for address, he replied that he could ecasily find means to sifence
me; that the power of an Interrogatory Judge wes parsmount to amy other in
France, even to that of the Prince P'resident, who had been, and might again be
placed before him in the same position as myself.

T'he police agents had taken & second copy of the legalised eceriificates, contain-
ing the nttestations of several living witnesses, and some of m fﬂm;lif documents,
which lay before Mr. Brault, also the copy of my requests cﬂlted e 24th and
26th of {Inrch, 1852, addressed to the Prince President, in which 1 re-vindicated




