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INTRODUCTION.

I siepRELY rejoice that Dr. Lightfoot lhins recovered
from hig recent illuess.  Of this restoratton the vigorous
energy of the preface to his republication of the Issays
on Supernatural Leligon allords decided evidence, and
T hope that no vefutation of thiz inference at least may
be possible, however little we may agree on olher
poluts,

It was natural that Dr. Lighifoot should not be
averse to preserving the more serious part of these
Essays, the preparation of wlich cost him so much tirae
and trouble ; and the republicatton of us portion of
lds reply to wmy volumes, giving as it does the most
cloguent and atiractive statement of the ecclesiastical
case, must be welcome to many. I eannot but think
that it has been an error of judgment and of temper,
however, to have resened from an ephemeral state of
existence and conferred literary permanence on mueh
in his present volume, which is wmere personal attack
o Lie adversary and o deliberate attempi to diseredit
a writer with whom he pretends to enter info serivus
arguwment, A material part of the volume is eom-
posed of such matter. T camrot corgrainluie Tum on



1% TN VB L TION

the spirit which Tie has displayed. Personally Irmn
profonndly bndillerent to sueh attempts at detraction,
aud it is with heretien]l amusement that T contemplate
the Targe part which purely individual and irrelevant
eritician is made to play in stnlfing oni the propovtions
of ortlodox areament,  In the first poment of irritation,
1 e well nuderstand that Teaed hiiting, even below the
Belt, might be indaleed inoagaiuze oy work by an ex-
asperated theologian—tor even o bishop is a man,—bul
that sueh artacks: <lwonld not only be perpetuated, but
repensed alter years of calm rellection, is at onee an
crror and & compliment for which Tawas not preparved.
Auvtling to prevent veaders lrem taking up Stepret-
netiral Lieligion + any misropresentation to prejudice
tlien peainst e slatements,  Elaborate Terary abuse
acuinst the awshor 12 suledinted for the ellective m-
cments against his rveasoumg which are nnhappily
wanting.  Iu the later edithns of my work, T removed
evervthing that seemed Lkely to batte or o afford
vpeninges for Hhe dizenssion of minor questions, eclevant
Lo the main abjeel uwdes reatment, Whilst D Liglit-
fiot i many cases points ot such alterations, he re-
pulilizhes  his ovigingl adacks and demomstrates the
disparaging purpose of his Fe=ave by the veiterated
cotdemmntion ol pas=ages which had so Tittle to do with
L aecnmienl it 1|L|.'j-.' 14 ]H]I;__‘-i.'l‘ exist i the 1'4-t'.|]:h-u:
ciition ol Supevietieal Reliior, Could there e wore
palpable evidence of the frivolous and  superficial
clivvacter o his oljections? Tt i not too much 10 say
tiat i no part of these EBasevs has De, Tazgliton o all

:-l.'li'ii'”-?"ll".' crtered e the Tnodbomental propesition of
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Supernatural Retiion,  He haz elaborately  criticized
notes and references : he has discussed dates and un-
important details : but as to the question whether tliere
is any evidence for mirneles and the reality of alleged
Dhivive BRevelation, his voelume is an absolute blank.
Bampton Leeturers and distinguished apologetic writers
have frankly admicted that the Clhristian  aveument
must be reconstrietsd,  They have felt the positions,
formerly considered to be hupregnable, crumbling away
under their feet, hnt nothing conld more foveibly expose
the fecbleness of the apologeltic case (kan this volume
of Dr. Lightfool's Essuya,  The substantial correctness
of the main conclusions of Supernatarad Religion is ren-
deved all the wore apparent by the reply 1o 1s reason-
ing. The eazerness with which Dr. Lightfoot and
others rush up all the side sssues and turn their backs
upon the more mportant central proposition is in the
highest degree remarvkable. These who are in doubl
and who have understoad what the problem (o be solved
really 15 will not get any help from hig volume.

The eepublication of (hese Tasays, however, has
almost foreed upon e the necessity of likewise re-
publisling the veply T gave at the time of their appear-
ance.  The first Lssay appeared i the Lhetuighity
Heviewe, and others followed in the preface to the sixih
edition of Supecnadiweed Jeligion, aod i that and ihe con-
plete edition, in netes 1o the portions attacked, where
veply seemed necessary. 1 ocinnot hope that readers
will refer 1o these scattered arewments, and this volawe
iz published with the view of aflording o convendent
form of reference for those interested mw the discussion.
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[ addd brief notes npon those Tanys which did not re-
guive sepavate treatment at the time, and suel further
explaations as seem tome desivable for the elueidation
ol oy statemerets.  OF course, the full discussion of
Die. Lightlool's avouments must still be sought in the
volumes of Superuatiral Beligion, but T trust that 1
may hiave said enough here to indicate the nature of his
atlesations and their beariug on my argument.

I have likewise thought it right to add the Conclu-
sions, without any alteration, whicly were written for
the complete edifion, when, for the first time, having
examined all the evidence, 1 was o a position to wind
up the eaze. Thiz t2 all the more necessary as they
finally show the mudequuey of I, Tighiloot’s treat-
nwent,  Dut I have still move Leen moved to append
these Conelasions ta order 1o put them within easier
reach ol those who only possess the earlicr cditions,
which do not contain e,

Dir. Lightfool sguin reproaches me with my anony-
mity.  1do not think that T am open to mnel rebuke
for not having the courage of my opinions; but 1 way
distinetly say tha: I hiave always held that aroowments
wprn very serions stubjects shoukd be lupersonal, and
nvither guin weichil by the possession of a distinguished
tznee o lose Ly the want of 1, 1 leave the Dishop
Ay wvintaee he Tusin his throee, and T take my stad
st e Lasls of reason wnd noe eof 1'4,-]|||1;|,1i-._|:],
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