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PERSONS

ALFRED ALLMERH, landed propricfor, man ef lefters,
Jormerly a futor,

Mug, Hiva ALLMERS, hie wife

EvoLr, their child, nine years oid,

Mies AsTa ALLwers, Alfreds yownger holfesister.
Exvciviger BoRGHEIM.

THE BAT-WIFE,

The aclion tukes ploce on ALLMERS'S property, bordering
on the fiord, Grelve or fourtess miles from Chrivtiaria.



TRANSLATOR'S NOTE

The eword “Rat-Wife " is formed on the amalogy of ©* Fish-
@it} Henwife,” * Housewife? e, the “ewife”
(German “ weib ™) imploing merely a woman—not mecel-
sarily a married twoman,

The werse gusted om pp. 60 and 61, i1 the last five of a
very well-krows poess by Foban Sedastian Welbaven, entitlea
 Republifanerne,” written in 1839,  fr snbnown guesr
in a Paris restanrant bal been conllenged by o noisy party
of young Frenchmen to jein them in drimking a bealth to
Palard, He #efiser; h}e_y desagense Fim ar & craven and
a tlave ; be bares bir breast and rhewes the sears of wostnd's
received in ﬁg.ﬁrﬂ#g’ ﬁr 152 CORBLFY takoie fosd raure Fas
become @& subject for comveptional emthusiaim and swindy
Gratery.

“ De saae paa brerandre.  How vandred sin vei.
D¢ baode champagne, men rirte den ¢l

“ They looked at reach otber. He went on his way. There
stavd their champagne, but they did mot touck i



