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LETTER OF SUBMITTAL

Tae ConaaomwiEALTH oF M a-<0 HUSETTS,
] _ UFFICE 0F THE SECRETARY,
Divisioy oF YITaL SratisTics, Bosrox, Marel 31, 1032,
To the Honoralle Senate and [Touse of fepresentatives:

I have the honor to zubmit herewith, as required by elapter 405, section 21,
and chapter 208, section 47, of the General Laws, the ninetieth annual re-
port on statiztics of Lirchs, marriages, divorees, and deaths tn Massachusetts, for
the ealendar year 1931 in fwo purts: Part I, Moertality Jtatisties; Part I1, Statis-
ties of Births, Martiages, and Divoreas, Thoedacet that deaths aee reported monthly,
while births, marrinees, and siatistics of divoree are oot reportable until Aarch,
;'LFI'I'I and Maw of the yvear following that in which the events occur, mukes pos-
sible the availahility of the mortmlivy repert entlier than the report of hirths,
marriages, aul divoress,  Heoee the presentailon in two parts in owe voliae,

The edditorial review wid che nechod of presestation of the statistieal data were
propared by Arthor Jo Flasseld, Stale Regisirar, in charge of the Division of
Vital stati=tics, The statistienl tables were proparved under the direction of
Llizabeth AL Canty, prineipal statistion] elerk of the dnvision, The exhibition
of tatutlar results ie restrietod to suel ss are plainly of practical utitits within the
ineaning of the stotute by antherity of which the tables are prepared.

Respectinlly subisitted,

FreEpERic VW, Cook,
Seeretary of the Commonwealth.
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Editorial Review of the Vital Statistics of
Massachusetts, 1931

BY ARTHUR 1. NMASEETT, STATE REGISTEAR OF VITAL BTATISETICS.
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INTRODTUCTION,

Hislary.

Death Registration.—Maszaehuzetts was the first, enlony to recognize the im-
portanee of the registracion of vital stadistice sod Chapter 3 of the Acts of 1630 of
the Laws of the Colany and Provinee of Massachnsetts By required the vegistra-
tion of births, marrieges ancl desths, and in 15340 36 was required by statute that
eopics shouldl be filed with the HFooretery of the Commpnwealth.  In 1250 the
registration avea for deaths reeognized by the United Stotes Bareaw of the Census,
i, the States, and eities in other States, effectively endforeing satisinetory regis-
tration laws of all deaths regiztered, ineluded but two States, Massschuselis and
;{m\- Jersev, the District of Cobwmbaa, and a manber of cities in non-registration
Htates.

During the period 1541 ro 10931, inelusive, 3306473 deaths have been reported,
recorded, and tabulated in the Division of Vital Statisties.

Thesc records are not only on file in the cities and towns in which they oceurred,
and in the city and town given as the residence of the deceased at the time of death,
but also at the State House,

Purpose. — Death registration often gives the first intimation of pestileniial
disesse, permitting health officers to attack epidemics in their incipiency. It
gerves ns evidence in the inheritance of property and in the seltlement of life
insursnce. 1L is ussful in preventing erime through the restriction placed upon
the disposal of dead humsan bodies, and insures o permanent and uniform record
of the death of each individual for bath sentimental and legal reasons,

Mortality Statistics. — Mortality statistics, or statisties of deaths, are useful



