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FREFACE.

The following pages were not compiled with a
view to publication, but merely a8 an assistance in
private tuition. They nre now placed before the
public, in consequence of the repeaiedly expressed
opinion of competent judges, that they are caleunla-
ted to supply & want, which has hitherto existed in
school books.

The object of the present Liftle work ie, to throw
before the pupil & bread sketch, which shall open
the mind to the gtudy of Lterature as ¢ whole; and
thus peve the way for an intelligent appreciation of
the labours of those authers of ancient and modern
times, who have exercised more thun ordinary in-
fluence over the manner of thinking and wnung of

their own and suceeeding generations,



In the compilation of this volume, great assist-
anceé has been derived from Schlegel's admirable
Lectures on Literature, o book containing much
valuable and kighly interesting matter.
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LITEBATURE OF ANTIQUITY.
'

GREECE.

The Greeks arc the only peopls who can be said
to have, in almoet every respect, created ther own
literature. The Romans and the modere Eurcopeans
set out with the possession of a complete body of lite-
rature, derived from nations more gncient than them-
selves: the Romans receiving this legacy from the
Greeks; and the modern FKuropeans being the
eommon heirs of both these peoples, as well ag of
the learning and refinement of the Orientals,—pos-
sesgions which, €1l within the last two centuries,
they can scarcely be said to have appropriated to
their own use, or to heve rendered more waluable
by the additions of their own ingenuity.

The whole happy period of the political history
of Greece, ag weli as all the glories of her literature,
occupicd no greater space than the 300 yesrs which
intervened between Solow, 584, and Alerender, 828,
Demosthenes, who was born enly one year later
than Alexander the Greai, was the last great writer
whose works were addressed to the Greeks as s
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