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PREFATORY NOTE

—t—

HE influence of public speakers is perhaps more
apparent than that of poets, historians, and
novelists. Yet these latter are shown by ‘recent ex-
perience, especially in Britain, to have greater in-
fluence in legislation and on public opinion than is
usually believed. In this republished and revised
volume I endegvour to trace the influence of literature
in British history, with the hope that the book may
be of use to readers not familiar with larger works
on the subject.

A, 8 G CANNING.
LoRDON, 1904
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