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INTI{DDUCTI?N.

LEGEND, from the Latin legendum, a thing to be read,
iz a word which covers a wide field {(even when limited
by the bounds of a single county) for a writer to
undertake to reap, and present the harvest to his
readers. The ordinary acceptance, however, of the
term somewhat further limits it to those stories and
narratives which hang between history and fable,—to
tales of superstition, of marvel, and of credulity.

Very closely connected with legend is another field
of much interest—viz, that of tradition (fraditum, a
thing handed down); and to aveid having to draw a
line where the one continually runs into the other, and
so to distinguish between legend and tradition—where
the distinction is often very slight indeed—the author
has joined the two in the title given to this collection,
* Yorkshire Legends and Traditions” Under this
title the reader will, therefore, find stories and narra-
tives ranging from those which border upon authentic
history, and have undoubtedly fact for their founda-
tion, to others whose origin can only have been
superstition or fable, and many of them handed down
from the mythical gods and heroes of heathen days.
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While there will be also found a middle class, con-
sisting of relations in which it is possible to perceive
a centre of fact or historical truth, but rendered in-
definite and indistinct by the hale of mystery or
perversion with which time, or ingenuity, has sur-
rounded it.

Many of the mythical legends, and legends and tradi-
tions of the marvellous, found in Yorkshire, are, of
course, by no means peculiar to the county. On the
contrary, they are—some or other of them—found
related of places and of persons far apart in situation
and time.

Such stories, wherever found, have always had a
fascination for the young; and, told from father to
son, in the long evenings of winter, in the farmhouses
of remote valleys and moorsides, they have formed an
teritien literature, long before they found embodi-
ments in more permanent forms. They have seized
upon the fancy, and given scope to the imagination, of
men in all ages. Poets and painters especially have
revelled amid the fields of legend and tradition. In
every art-gallery—whether of ancient or modern works
—legends and traditions of every kind are found em-
bedied on canvas of every size; while many of the
finest poems of our language—such as ‘The Idylls
of the Ring," or * The White Doe of Rylstone '—owe
their inspiration to Arthurian or local legends or
traditions. The extent to which art and poetry are
thus indebted to legend and tradition will appear to
the reader as he turns over the pages of this collection,
In 2 great majority of instances, cither references
are made to poems, to which the subjects have given
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rise, or, as is often the case, the author has allowed
the story to be told in the words of the poets them-
selves.

The writer is not aware of any similar collection
of legends and traditions of his native county having
been made before. He has laid under contribution
almost every variety of source of information. Espe-
cially is he indebted to Dixon's ‘Stories of Craven
Dales," and to several local weekly journals—the
Yorkshire Post, Leeds Mercury, and others. The collec-
tion has been growing under his hand for several
years, and by no means exhausts the field. Should
a reading public appreciate and encourage this effort
of bringing together these sheaves from the romance
and the marvellous of this county of ‘broad acres,’
another wain-load of the same kind, already collected,
will probably be sent forth in due fime.
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