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« « +» Thy yoong Ufs was rounding ko its prime,
Grocefn] and gradost, with a tidal scope;—
Ita outer ripple fall with sllvery ahime,
Alrsady, near the walting feel of Hopa,

And of groat galleons. freighted to the beim,
Hhe—loocking seaward with expeciant -eyes—
TUp from begond the far botl2on's rim
Already saw the filiy topmoets rise.

But wh! That tlia ahall never reach 1ta helght;
Thoae stalely veaseds never Linil the shore:

Before tho veict could form the wordes, * "tis night,”
Tarkness came down--the vislon is oo more.

Oh? pwdden nlght! ! weary, weary pang !
XNone of thoae parking memorive bl and briof,
Arpond which Love with clinging acmy might hoag,
And gob itmelf to sizmber sod relicf.

Mo claap of bonds—ao mutesl eigh for aigh—
N flckering smile befora the soecl la past—
No laok to tell us froo the olosing ays

That what e leva has loved ue to the lest.

Oy startlad bearta hall diskelera o death

For thode round Meahs, —chat Up with life's perfame ;
They half haliere we can wilh yearning hreath

The juat extinguished taper ro-illume.

Yot thought hath wtill for ue the graviete boon
That, loving, puro and joyous ae bhe dir,

Thy tender groces, hid ere moanbaml'a noon, .
Zhall know net aliopalion er decay.

Thoogh of the moeo, bebind the twilighey bil,
To man & pitver thread wlone wppear,

For ttod she waxes not nor wanes, and still
Turna {0 the soo 3 parfect, full-orbed sphere.

And though the visible for we way die,

Thoogh ihe receding ocean leave the shell,

Faithfs listeniog car can catols the mormured sigh—
“Lgve on, dear hearts ] Tho desd can love ns well"




Wintisayw Giopons, the oldest child of James
Sloane and Abby Hopper Gibbons, was born in
Philadelphin on the sixteenth of Janvary, 1834
He died in Cambridge, Massachusetts, on the sev-
cntesnth of December, 1255,

His father wus born in Wilmington, Delaware,
where lds father, Dr. William ibbons, was an
eminent physician for more than forty years
William’s mother, the daughter of the well-known
philantbropist, Isaac T. Hopper, was born in
Philadelphia. Both parents, wnd their ancecstors,
belonged to the Society of Friends, so that Wil-
listn wys trained in the principles and the practice
of *Quakerism,” and estly formed, what he never
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loat, a strong love for the principles and peculiar-
ities of that people,—
Tha aimple tastes, the kindly traits,
The trangeil air, aad geotle specoh,

The silonce of the sonl thet waits
For more than masn can teach.

When he was only thirteen months old his
parents removed to New York, where he spent
the vest of his life, except the last fow months at
Combridge. The charactenstics of later years
were manifested In early ohildhood- Trom the be-
ginming, he was remarkably truthful, ingenuous,
and conscienticus.  He fist sought what was
right, then what was pleasant. Tt is remembered
that one First Day moroing he was sent in from
the gurden to pot on clothes suitable for his em-
ployment ; as he did not return for a long time,
anxious eearch was made for him through the
neighborhood ; he came laek ab last, equipi:mﬂ for
work, but havieg first gone in his “ best clothes™
to the “Friends'" meeting. A friend at Perth
Amboy writes; “My reminiscences of his boy-
hood, when he used to visit ns, wre singularly
vivid and delightful. With a single exceplion, he
was the ouly ehild T ever knew who seemed to
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have no conscious self. The happiness of others
seemed to be his proper persomal capital: the
more they had, the richer wazs he

Mis imagination was lively, and he frequently
extemporized little narratives suggested Dy natural
objects, cluiming thet he owned the landscape
with all the flocks and herds. As he grew older,
this faeulty snd hiz love of imitation roused z
fondness for dramatic exhibitions, which he always
enjoyed with the keenest zest. He was brought
up at home and wes not sent to school till he
was nearly seven years ol He was o prompt
gnd discriminating lesroer, and so obedient, af- .
fectionate pupil; but he was not s preeocious
child ; his mind wns rether symmetrieal and even-
ly developed and free from tricks of one-sidedness
and exaggeration; he was fond of reading and had
a quick and reientive memory; he was a genuine
boy, full of vivacity and frolic, a lover of active
sports and of innocent mikchief; brave, affection-
ate, open-hearted, with & prompt sense of hLonor
and justice. His robust constitution was never im-
paired by vice, or by premature sobriety and dig-
nity, or by undue urging of {he intellect; and so
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he was a healthy boy and a remarkably vigorous
youth, with an equal capacity and an equal relish
for both work and play. Omne of hia earliest let-
terd, written iv large school-boy hand, indicates
that he was by no mesns lseking in sportivenesa:

: When it snowg, T and a Iot of other
boye, aa we are going home from echool, make snow-
bells and fir¢ them at the men who go around clean-
ing the pavements, and when they turn around to
gee who it is, we bow to them, ask them if i3 not a
pleasant day, and say we do it merely to attract
their attention. Bometimes they chase ua, but they
have never yet Augopeded in cetching me. At other
times we will atep omnibusoe and ask their drivers
what time it is

When he was about nine years old, he entered
the achool of Messrs, Leggett and Guillaudew, un-
der whose churge he continoed until he began
his professional studies, about eight years later.
Between the teachers and the scholar a strong
affection was formed, which lasted to the end of
Willlam’s life. He hed discernment enough to
perceive that there is no pecessary state of enmity
between an instruetor and his pupil, but rather
an opportunity for 2 most pleasant and profitable



[F

9

friendship. His teachers found him a diligent and
enthusiastic student, especislly in mathematics, for
which he always had a peculiar fondness. * Geo-
metry,” he once wrote to his sister, * thee will
find an easy and an agreenble study. Some of the
problems are to me more beantiful than nine
tenths of the pictures in the exhibiticns.” And
afterwards, in coliege, he used ¢ excesd the re-
guirements of his tutor, by presenting several de-
mongtrations besides the one in the texi-book. In
all his studies, however, he was never so prond as
to chafe under correction, or to spurn the sug-
gestion of an error. He was always cager, on the
contrary, to be set and kept right. His choice of
compenions, in his achool-days, was determined by
geuuine sympathy sand respeet. Among his earliest
playmates were several boys of his own uge whose
parents weore dsy-lshorers.  But they were none
the less worthy of regard 1o hig estimation, and he
never gave up the friendship, and never neglected
them on cecasions of home-entertainment. e had
a happy faculty, too, of placing them én easy terms
with his other scqueintences, snd making all dis
tinction on grounds of social rank disappear.



