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TRANSLATOR'S NOTE.

Tre present volume contains the exposition of the remainder
of the Pealms, together with that of the alphabotic songs, ealled
the Lamentations, At the suggestion of an esteemed corre-
spondent, the seetion on Singing and Music from the first part
of Bwald's Pocts af the Olid Testanient has been translated and
given in an Appendix at the end of the volume, Here will be
found further elueidations of the eeetiom in Vol. T on the
inscriptions of the Psalme; and other references in the body
of the work to pp. 200-283, Dichter des A. B, L, point fo
matter eontained in this Appendix,

In the correction of the proofs, a3 well as in the translation,
the translator has striven to secure accovacy ; and trusts that
Lot few and onimportant errafe witl be discovered,

A complete Index of the Paalms, with the order in which
they oceur in the Commentary, is given at tho end of this

volume,

Taanary, 18x1.
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The Psalms explained in the present volume will be
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COMMENTARY ON THE PSALMS.

IIL

SONGS OUT OF THE DISPERSION OF THE T'EOILE
AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE EINGDOM.

Bor in spite of all thiz Jater mrgency and endesvour on
the part of the better spirits among the people, the dissolu-
tion of the kingdom aud destenction of the hely city could
not be averted. Too great were the intornal defects and
vorruptions, as these songs plainly show. Thus the exile was
browght abont, which had partly begun long before the
destruction of Jerusalem ; and with the exile firsh begran that
great turn in affairs which could alone entirely remove those
profound deficiencies of the whole peried,

For first of all thers came, along with the exile, the deepest
suffering of every kind, and the mwost manifold canscs nnited
to forin a whirlpool of mizcry whenoe no deliverance seemcd
possible.  Already the forced separation [rom the dearsst
aszociations of the fatherland, and fthe holiest associations of
life,—from the Tewple,—oppressed wany with the sorest un-
appensable longing, Earlier antiquity ever clave te its holy
places with the most childlike love and devoiion, hecanse
nothing conld generally furuish such inner rest and serenity as
the familiar participation in the sheltering delight and scenrity
of & sanctusry. (Pss. xxiv, xv,, v., xxvi.} And the pions
of Ierael must have clung the morve intensely to the Temple at
Jernsalem the more purely they were there conscions of the
nearness of the sopromely Righteous and Gracioug One, and
the more closely that Israel by degrees attached itself ever

¥OL. 1T, 1



