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PREFACE.

OxE hundred years ago to-day, Junius wrote as follows:

“The man who fairly and completely answers this argu-
ment, shall have my thanks and my applause.
Grateful as I am to the good Being whose bounty has
imparted to me this reasoning intellect, whatever it is, 1
hold myself proportionably indebted to him from whose
enlightened understanding another ray of irnuwlulge COm-
municates to mine, DBut neither shonld T think the most
exalted faculties of the human mind & gift worthy of the
Divinily, nor any assistance in the improvement of them
a subject of gratitude to my fellow-creatures, if T were not
satisfied that really to inform the understanding corrects
and enlarges the heart.”

These were the concluding words of his last Letter. So
say I now, and I make them the preface to an argument
which now sets the great apostle of liberty right before the
world. They serve, like a literary hyphen, to connect
the two ages—his own with this; and the two lives—the
masked with the open oue; in both of which ages and
lives he did good to mankind, and that mightily.

WasHimerom, I O, Januery Z1, 16TL
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PART I,

INTRODUCTION.

THE literary work which survives a eentury has un-
common merit. Time has set the seal of approval upon
it. It has passed its probation and entered the ages.
A century has just closed upon the work of Junins,
The eanses which produced it, either in act or person,
have long since passed away. The foolish king, the
corrupt minister, and the prostituted legislature ave for-
gotten, or only recalled to be despised ; but the work
of Juniug, startling in thonght, daring in design, bris-
tling with satire, 2 consuming fire to those he attacked,
remaing to be admired for its principles, and to be
studied for its beauty and strength.

The times in whieh Junins wrote were big with
events. The Seven Years' War had just clesed with
shining victories to Prussin and England, Frederie,
with an unimpaired nation and a permanent peace, it
left with a good heart and much personal glory; but
George 111, with India and America in his hands, with
the plunder of a great eonquest to distribute to a greedy
and licentions conrt, it left pious, but simple.

Great wars disturb the masses. They awaken them
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from the plodding, dull routine of physieal labor, and,
thrusting great questions of conquest and defense, of
Justice and honor, before them, agitate them into
thought. Conditions change; new ideas take the place
of old ones, and a revolution in thought and action fol-
lows. But a war of ideas, starting from prineiples of
peace, brings the enslaved again to the sword, and this
erizis is termed a revolution,

Juning wrote at the dawn of the age of revolutions,
The war of ideas was waged against priesteraft, and
skepticism was the result.  Voltaire had struck fable
from history with the pen of eriticism, and a scientific
method here dawned upon history,  Ronssean's demoe-
racy had entered the hearts of the down-trodden in
Franee, and, a wandering exile, he had spread the eon-
tagion in England. George Derkeley, the Irish idealist,
had just died, and the Seotel Thomas Reid arose with
the weapon of common sense to test the metaphysician’s
ideas. Common Sense was, in the strictest sense, revo-
lutionary, and, under the tyranny of king, londs, and
commaons, meant war. It was not a phrase without
meaning, but a principle proclaimed, and it passed more
readily into the understanding of the comumon people
because conveyed in common speech.,  When Reid said,
“1 despise philosophy, and renounce its guidance ; let
my soul dwell in common sense,” he illuminated all
Britain and America. The philosophy of common sense
entered the professor’s chair, invaded the pulpit, and,
having passed thence into the humblest cottage, soon
took a higher range—it went immediately up and
knocked at the king’s gate. It would be false to say it
found admittance there. It was only beennse there had
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been a new world opened as an asylum for the oppressed
* ol every land, that it did not sweep kings and monarchs
from all the high places in Europe.

At this time, too, Mr. Pitt, the great commoner, the
friend of common sense and English hiberty, in his old
e, WAr-Worn and sick, had compromized with his
vanity for a title.  In his great fall from Pitt to Chat-
ham, from the people to a peernge, he gained nothing
but lost his good name. He exchanged worth for a
bauble, and a noble respect for the contempt of nobles
and the sorrows of the people. My, Pitt had depared,
Lord Chatham was passing away; and 1 any assanlt
by a teafficking ministry and eorrupt legislature upon
the people’s rights, there wans no one left to bend the
bow at the gates.

To tax the colonies became the settled plan of king,
ministers, and parliament, The tax was casily imposed,
but eonld not be enforced.  Freedom had long before
heen driven to Ameriea, and, in a line of direct descent,
her blood had been transmitted from mother to son.
The true sons of freedom now stood shoulder to shoul-
der, and, leoking forward fo independence, claimed to
bave rights ag men, which king and lords would not
concede to subjects. The Stamp Aet was passed and
repealed, and a Test Act substitnted. England refused
to compel the colonies to give up their money without
theiv consent, but menaced them, and consoled herself
with these words: “ The bing in parlicment hath full
power to biml the colonies in all things whatsoever.”
Having surrendered the fact, she indulged in deelama-
tion, and the world laughed at her folly.  Like a fretful
and stupid mother demanding a favor of her son grown
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to manhood, and, being refused, persists in scolding and
shaking the fist at him, as if he still wore a haby's frock.

At this juncture Junins wrote his Lerreers.  The cir-
enmstances enlled him forth. He was o child of fate.
He spoke to the greatest personages, assaulted the
strongest power, and advoecated the rights of man befire
the highest tribunal then acknowledged on earth. This
lie could not do openly, and what he said came as with
the power of a hidden god.  There is no evidence that
Junius ever revealed himself  “I am the sole deposi-
tory of my own sccret, mud it shall perish with -me.”
This be snid and religionsly kept.  But his was the age
which demanded it.  He also said: * Whenever Junius
appears, he must encounter a host of enemies” One
hundred years have passed sinee he said this, but this
“host™ is less to be feared now than when he wrote,
No one now can injure him, and there are few who
would assault his grave. It is time to unmask Junius,
and though still to be hated, I will reveal the enemy of
kings and the friend of man. The reforms he advoeated
for England are partly accomplished, and the principles
he tanght, if not adopted there, have been established
in America. He left no child to bear lis name, bot he
was the father of a nation. The unimpaired inheritance
was his thoughts and priveiples; these he transmitted,
not alone to this nation, but to the world—jor the world
was his coundry.



METHOD,

Is the investigation of a subject so startling and
novel, and especially when it lends to the eriticism of a
work which has found favor with the publie, and now
to be attributed to an author who has been publicly
eondemned, it becomes the eritic to state clearly the plan
of his argument, what he designs to do, and Low lie
intends to do it. I therefore ask: Who was Junius?
I answer: Thomas Paine.  The objeet of this book is
to prove this, and possibly to demonstrate it. To do
this, I shall follow as closely as possible the order of
events, giving parallels and coineidences in character,
conduct, and composition of the masked and the open
life. .
I do not fear as to the proof of my proposition, but
I shall aim higher, I shall try to demonstrate by the
overwhelming weight of facts. Troof produces belief,
demonztration koowledge. The innocent have been
hmfge:l on the evidence of proof, but a fact is established
by demonstration, Demonstration follows proof, and
knowledge follows belief; and ascending from the indi-
vidual to mankind, we find the age of reason to succesd
the age of faith, Secience dwells in demonstration, and
establishes prineciples from observed facts. Why may
there not be a seientific eriticism? To arrive at this
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