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PREFACE.

Tuz public have long been expecting the fina.
history of Viegil A. Stewart’s perilous and rawan-
tie adventure in capturing © John A, Murrell,” the
great ' Western Land Pirate.” We now propose
giving a full and perfect account of that strange
performance, in connexion with the evidence sus-
taining esch important fact as it is related, We
make no pretensions te anther-craft, or skill in
working wp materials so as to heighten interest;
nor 1s it necessary, The deep interest that every
Southerner and every honeat man must feel in the
subyect matter of this history, is sulficient 10 mvest
a plain and simple statement of facts with atirue-
tion. Our coly care bas been to adhere strictly
te the truth, and to exlibit the details 1n a clear
and intelligible narrative,

We have commenced with a brief account of
Mr. Stewart’s early Jife to the rime when he under-
tock the capture of Muorrel! and his party. We
then centinue with his adventure on that expedi-
tion, and conclude with a full history of the insur-
rectionary movements among the negroes in the
southern country during the summer of 1835, In
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bl | TREFALCE.

the perusal of this narrative the reader will be
made acquainted with many scenes of horror and
depravity.

When the * Western Land Pirate™ was in course
of publication, Mr. Stewart's health was such that
ke could pay but little attention to the lask of su-
pervision, which rendered it very imperfect in many
respects, and especially in the e¢mizsion of some
important portions of his conversation with Mur-
rell, and of his reasons for many preceedings that
should have been explained to the reader :—but as
the only ebject of that narrative was to arouse the
people of that region to a sense of their danger, past
and present, he deemed it unnecessary to delay the
publication.

As an apology for the detention of this work, we
would remind the public that Mr, Stewart has heen
compelled to travel over a vast country in collect-
ing his evidence for the compilation. In eonclu-
sion, we would congratulate those of Mr, Stewart's
friends who have nobly stood by him in the hour of
danger and persecution, amid a legion of exasper-
ated enemies.  He has ably sustained himself and
his cause, and proved himzelf worthy of the con-
fidence reposed in him by his fellow-citizens.

In the compilatien of this worl the most of
Murrell's profanity has been suppressed; but re-
taining his manner of expression in every other
particular, and in all cases the substance of his
conversation has been preserved.



LIFE AND ADVENTURES
o

VIRGIL A STEWART.

A priey history of the early life of Br. Virgil A.
Btewarl, whose adventures will form the subject of the
following pages, may not here be out of place, not only
as u gratification of publie curiosity, but as an impor-
tant commentary upon the [acis to be disclosed in the
suceeeding narrative ; sinee, in snbstantiating the char-
acler of Mr. Stewart as a worihy and reputeble cit-
izen, the reader will be the hetter enabled to reject the
unfounded and malizious imputations attempted 1o be
cast upon him by some of the more daring emnissaries
of the Murrell gang.

Mr. Stewart was born ia Jackson county, in the State
of Georgia, of highly respectable parentage. His fa-
ther, Mr. Samuel Stewarl, migrated 1o Amite county,
in Mississippi, while Virgil was yvet an infant, and
died there a faw months aller his arvival, His widow,
hecoming dissatisfied with chat part of the country, re-
turmed o the State of Georgia, where her son Virgil
grew up o manhood. He was sent to school until he
was fourteen years of ape; but little attention was
paid te his pecuniary interests, and a large poriion of
his slender patrimony was squandered.

His early desire was 10 receive a lberal education ;
but the income of his father's estate would not allow
of the expenses sitendant upon a classical course,



= STEWART' S LIFE

Soon after he left school he esgaged in the printing
business, as an employment hest guited o improve his
mind., Relinguishing this, he afierward entored into
a copartnerslip with a mamfacturer of eotton-gins, in
his native place, with whom he emploved his time
and a zmall capital to great advantage.

By the time e had reached his twentieth year, he
had established o character for ndustey, decision of
character, and much moral worth, among his fellow-
citizens. About this time his term of partnership ex-
pired by itz own limitation, and he detennined so
travel, and seek o place to settle vpon amid the newer
regions of the western country.

He coneloded upon migraving to Madison county, in
Tennesszes, whither he removed with hiz properiy in the
fall of 1830, and setthed upen a farm, with Lis negroes,
six miles west of Jeckson. IHere he remained osiul
the latter part of the year 1832, closely attending to
his farm and tusiness, when he concluded 1o sell off
his property, removo to the Choctaw Purchase, and in-
vest s whole property in land in that connrey,

Mr. Stewart had now, by industey and econcmy, in-
creased the little estate leit bim by his father to a re-
spectable competency for a young man just starting in
life ; with this he made bis arrangements for visiting
the Choetaw Purchase, and furnished himsell with
such articles of merchandize as he expected to sell
with profit to ke Indians and early serilers of that
region,

On the first day of June, 1835, Mr, Stewart left
Jackson in high spiritz, on board a boat bound for Tus-
cahoma, in the Choctaw Parchase, and arrived at
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Odom’s Tanding, on the Yallabusha viver, twelve miles
below Tuscahoma, on the third day of July, where the
boat was forced to land for want of water.

He had a house prepared for the reception of his
goods about one mile above the own of Tuscahoma ;
but, soeon after his arrivel, sold off his stock on credir,
and began examining the cowntry so as to be prepared
to enter land as soon as opportunity should offer, in
which labours he was engaged wntil the Chocchuma
land-gales in the same fall,

The period of Mr. Stewart's life at which we have
now arrived is a point where it becomes necessary to
examine with the strictest serotiny every act, no mat-
ter how trivial-—and not only is it necessary to notice
his acts, but to scan with geverity hiz matives for act-
ing. Ne matter how trifling the circumstances here
recorded, they will bo found important in the progress
of the narrative,

While he was attending the land-sales at Chocchu-
ma, and awaiting the seulement of his Jate affairs, a
Mr. Clanton, who had established a litde country store
in the neighbourhood, and with whom he had formerly
been slightly acqueinted in Tennessee, requesied him
to take the agency of his business until he could go to
Tennessee for his family and return, alleging, as a
reason for his request, ©that he had been selling
goods on credit, and thet many of his customers
would take advastage of his absence, and leave the
country without paying their arrearages, as the greater
part of them were sirangers of doubtful character”

At this time Mr. Stewart was very much occupied
with his own affairs; but, ever ready to accommodate o

A3



