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INTRODUCTORY

A short time ago my children at Des Moines and
my good wife eoncluded that as many of the family as
gould conveniently arrange it, should meet together at
our old home, Des Moines, to signalize my fortheom.
ing anniversary. We are rather too widsly separated
to make it unanimons, but mest of the children and
their children have signified their intention to he pres-.
ent, It iz my hope that it will be entirely informal
and that we will have a good litile visit together.

I have always intended to put together what I knew
and might be able to pather in regard to our family
history and when this gathering was decided upon, al-
though the time was shorf, 1 determined to write up
what T had at hand. Tnfortunately the doeuments,
the letters and papers and some things I had written
from time to time were at Benton Harbor and there
has not been time sinee I thought of it to get them
and make proper use of them. If T am not ealled
hence too scon I will endeavor to supplement this
sketch with fuller details. This is hurriedly written
and poorly put together, but it will serve, perhaps, to
gatisfy in a depree, the anxziety you have expressed
from time to time to get something of the family his-
tory.

I am regretting as you all are doubtless, that, while
there was opportunity to secure more information
about our ancestors, that we neglected to do s0, 1
have heard my father and mother and other relatives
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tell of their early days and sdventures and of their
parents, their grandfathers and -great grandfathers,
and the traditions of the famaly far back, but no ree-
ord was made. Letters that would seem worth their
weight in gold to us now, were lost or destroved, Al-
though | have heard mapy times the names of far back
ancestors, I do not know mow the first name of my
mother's grandfather and not back of my great grand.
tather on my Eather’s side.

I will mow or at some fature time give you the full
daty as far back as T have 1t and [ ask cach one of yon
to make it a point to set down all the ineidents of note
in vour lves and families that they may be handed
down to your descendants, and eack one of the young-
sters as they marry and start out in life for them-
selvos should make it a poinl to get as full a history
as possible of the apcestors of their wives' or hus-
bands' families and make a reeord of it

This may strike you as a matter of but little import-
anee now, bat the time will come when vou will be
as interested in it as T am now. when vou will be glad
to know of your aocestry and the beginning of your
family history. As one grows older and things of the
present lose their lmmediate importance. we want to
know where and whom we came from.

What's in a name? The nomenclature of the world
1% a matter of mystery and of growth., As people mul-
tiplied nn the face of the carth, they had to be desig-
nated in some way and their personal characteristies
and some fimes iocidents. served to distingnieh them,
their location, their oceupation, or their parentage,
served to supply them with a name, which afterwards
attached itself to them and to the families thal came
after them.

The Whites and the Browns and the Blacks were so
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called from their complexions, the Smiths, the Carpen-
ters, the Wrights, the Painters, the Coopers, the Ml
ers were named from their trades. The Mills family
were doubtless originally the men who ground the
grain for their bread, and who accommodated their
neighbors, who came to their mill with their grain,
with the grist in ope end of a bag and a stone or the
Jug in the other end, which went back to the home
with the liguid emeouragement which from the time
before Noah was used to braee up the early man for
his struggle with life’s difficulties. So the Mills’ wers
amongst the first of the world's people to embark in
the big cnterprise of milling, in its various ramifiea-
tions, The miller aced the Blacksmith and the different
variety of Bmiths were the first real lords of the
eountry, the Aristocracy of the early world, and lo-
day the hig captains of industry are the millers. The
steel Mills, the flouring Mills, the lumber Mills, the
cotton Mills are not only the lords of the mwoney world
and the connoecting link belween labor and capilal,
but arc behind 2]l the world’s work, the backgronnd
of royalty, the prodocer of labor for the poor and of
laxuries for the rich; the stability of society and the
seeurity of the governments of the world, and the us-
surgnge of the world’s progress and prosperily. So
we Mills can justly claim that there are none who can
claim superiority over ns. While we do nol elaim to
be better than other people, there are none who are
better.



THE BEST OF LIFE

To my boyhood chum, T. D Brown of Crawfordsville, Ind., who sent
wig Richard Henry Stoddard’s poem, " Three Score Years and Ten. '

“The Best of Life wont long ago,”
The peet says, Old Lriend, not so!
For evervthing we've had of worth
Is with us yet. The glowing earih
Has present joys, while of the past,
All that was good will ever last.

For memory lives and nothing’s lost,
We've had our day aud paid the cost,

And it is ours to realize

That we still hold the things we prize
Though they hive passed beyond owr ken,
There's nothing lost that's ever been.

The early days we may recall,

And live them over ome and all

And the dear ones of the long gone days,

Their eharms and all their dear sweet ways

Come back to us and once again

We hear and sing Lile's glad relrain
—Frank Moody Mills.



