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A CANDID EXAMINATION OF THE
SCOFIELD EIBLE

Shaortly after 1 returned from Japan, in the vear
1923, when T was bepginning my work az Bible
teacher and College Pastor in Hope College, Dr.
John E. Kuizenga, then one of the professors in
our semmary, remarked to me thal no one could
be a teacher of the Bible, in these days, without
reckoning with the Scofield Bible, since it was so
widely used, and so highly estcemed by many
Christian pecople. This was not exactly the frst
time I had hcard of the Scoficld Bible, T knew that
there was such a baok, but had never had any oc-
cazion to pay any ospecial attention to it Upon
Dy, Kuizenga's advice, I procured a copy, and
riade mysclf megqoainted with its conicnts,

This work was first pohlished in 1909, and a
second edition appeared in 1917, From that date
the prescnt copyright runs, and thizs copyright is
s carefully guwarded that when [ wrole tny discus-
sion of the Apocalypse permission could not be ob-
tained to quote even & few scntences. The biography
of the awthor, Idr. Cyrus Ingerson Scofield, and
the history of his writing the “Notes", may he
found in a book entitled: “The Life Story of C. L
Scofield”, by Charles Gallaudet Trumbull, editor
of the “"Sunday School Times.” Born August 19,
1843, he was in his youth a soldier in the Confed-

K



erate army. After the war he swudied and practiced
law, becoming active alzo in politics, During that
pericd of his life he became a hard drinker. In
1879, at the age of 36, he was converted. For three
years more he continued to practice law, but it
1882 he gave it op to become—without any inter-
vening theological training—pastor of a small Con-
prepational church im Dallas, Texas, where he was
ordained to the winistry eighteen months later hy
a Conpregational Council, Many years altcr Yhat,
finding that the Congregational churchcs were no
longer loval to Lhe greal doctrines of the Chris-
tian faith, he became a minisier of the Southern
Presbyterian Cinirch; ’lthongh T do not find in kis
biography ‘any mention of his ever having served
a Preshyterian congregation. Dr. Scoheld was no
doubl a man of great picty, camestly devoled 1o
the gospel as understood and preached by the evan-
gelical churches,

The book known as “The Scolield Bible” con-
zists of the King James Verzion, with a special
sysiem of chain relerences, invenied and proparcd
by Iir. Scofeld, a system of paragraph headings,
and nomerous noteg, of very varied character and
value, The whoie iz called by Dr. Trumbull: “A
God-planned, God-guided, God-illuminated, and
God-energized work™ (p. 114). It would be diffi-
cult to say more than that of the divinely inspired
Scrptures themselves.

The Great Influence of the Scofield Bible

There i3 no deubt that Dr. Kuizenga was right
in his remark to me aboul the great and wide-spread
ifluence of the Scofield Bible, It may fairly be
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called one of the most influential books—perhaps
it is the most influential single work—thrust into
the religious life of America during the twentisth
century, So far as [ know, it i3 not looked upon as
a valuable adjunct to Bible study im gny of the
regular theologival seminaries throughout our coun-
try, hut in ntmerous “Bible Schoeols™ it 1= one of
the chief text-books, and in many circles an appeal
to the Scoheld Bible iz the end of all coniroversy.
Throtgh its influsnce there have arisen here and
there "tabernacies” and “undenominational church-
ez, composed of peopic no longer at home in the
cstahlished orthodox denomimations, hecause they
da not get there the sort of teaching they find in the
meoficld Rible, In many other churches, whers this
development has not ver reached the pomt of sep-
aration, the presence of Sunday School teachers and
others who consider themselves uminated by the
Scofield Hible beyvond their pastors, forms a trouble-
some element, Periodicals like the “Sunday School
Times"” and the “Moody Bible Instituwie Mounthly™
frequenily rocfer to it, and always with an air of
having spoken the final word, if they can nquote a
passape from it in support of their views,

All this constitutes a sijuation to which we as
pastors acd Bible teachers need to pay attention,
alid 1o do s0 we must be thoroughly acquainted
with the Scofield Bibie. The importance of the
praoblem s accentnated by the fact that those who
use this work are, in other respects, among the best
Christians in our churches, thaose with the deepest
faith in the Heoly Scriptures and with the most
sincere devotion to the Lord, They need to be
very carefully and sympathetically dealt with,
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These good people do not lack faith and zeal, but
they sadly lack knowledge; and the tragedy of the
situation lies just here, that this is the very thing
they think they have obtained from the Scofield
Bible! ‘They are apt to say in their hearts, and not
infrequently with their lips: "1 have more pnder-
standing than all my teachers—because I have a
Seoheld Hibie™

Dr. T. T. Shiclds, of Toronto, prominent Bap-
tist and premillenarian preacher, said, in “The Gos-
pel Witness" for April 7th, 1932;

“From a paosition of cntire ignorance of the Scrip-

tures to the position of oracular religions cer-
tainty—especially respecting eschatological mat-
ters—for some people regiires from three to
zix months with a Scoficld Rible”

ITow i this great influence of Dr. Scolield’s
work 1o he accounted for? In answermng this ques-
tionm, it is right first of all to point out the real ex-
collencics of the hoolk. It was written by a man of
faith. On the pgreat [endamental issues of the
Christian religion, stch as the inspiration of the
Holv Scriptures, the deity of Christ, the atoncment,
justification by faith, regeneration, sanctification
through the Holy Spirit, the resurrection of Christ,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting,
it rings clear as a bell. Many Christian people have
been profoundly disturbed, during the last torty or
fifty years, over the growing denial of these things,
on account of the increasing modernism in the
chtirches. Often they fail to hear any clear testi-
mony to the goespel from their own pastors, even
in Freshyterian and Methodist churches. For such
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people it is a reliel, and a most welcome assurance
to take up the Scofield Bible, and to find in its
notes no suggestion that the old gospel {5 out of
date or that the great doctrines are to be doubted,
Thiz iz the most vital and valuable service that the
Scofield Bible has rendered fo the Christian faith
and life of our country, and its importance can
not easily be over-estimated. It has undergirded the
faith of God's people in a remarkahle manner, and
from that peint of view even we who see much
fanlt in it, and serioosly deprecate s nflusnce in
other reapects, must thank God for 1t

It has excellenties of method, also. [ts cham
reference system, considerad merely as a method,
apart from the special propaganda to which it is
larprely devoled, i3 admirable. The same must be
gaid of its paragranh headings, although i =ome
parte of the Rible, particularly in the ook of lsa-
iak, these are abused to present as the confent of
the prophecy what 1s at best a most doubtful in-
terpretation.

Another thing that goes f[ar to explain the wide-
spread use and great influence of this work, is the
oracular and authoritative tone employed through-
ouf, Here we come to something we can not praise,
although we admit s efectiveness with superficial
Bible students—asz maost people are. De. Scofield
never by any chance intimates that he may be mis-
taken, or that any other vicw is possithle but the one
he lays down. Im onc place T did find him present-
ing three possible alternative explanations, without
deciding which was right, but this i a rare excep-
tion, For the most part, no infallible Pope could
speak with greater certainty and authorityv than he:
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a1l this i5 true no matter what the subject under
discussion. Whether dealing with the great doc-
trines which are the common confeszion of all
Christendom, or with obscure and doubtiul points
of eschatology, where the most learned and com-
petent  expositors comfess themselves at o loss,
everywhere it iz the same “ipse dixit" style, An-
ciently it was satl: “Roma locota est: causa finits
e5t": bt if vou wield vouwrself at all to the tone
and method of the Scobeld Bible, you must believe
that the messape for the present age is: “Scofield
loculiss es5t: canse hnita est™

The influence of this authoritative tone upon
the ontrained and vowary reader i1s necessarily
very great, aud this is emphasized in no small de-
gree by the fact that the notes are bound uap in the
samé volume with the sacred text itself, so that the
confidence of the reader in wrilings divincly in-
cpired 1s suconscicusiy transferred 1o and sharcd
by the other remarks on the same page. To be
etire, this has been done before, as n the great
Duteh “Staten Bijbel™; but that method has passed
oull of use, precisely becanse it was recognized that
tallible interpretation should not thws be asso-
cigled with infalliile revelation, It was a clever
iidca of Dr, Scoficld thos (o revive it. Had his
nates been published separately, by themeselves, as
a commentary, they would by this time have been
forgotben,

In line with this awothoritative attitude, and pe-
cessitated by it, is the fact that Dr. Scofield never
arpues, never explaing, never apologizes, and newver
assigns any reasons for asserting that this or that
i true, Not only would it have been difficolt to
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dor that, within the limits of space availahle, b
it would have detracted very eeriously from the
impreasion made upon the reader. Had he piven
his reasons, the intelligent reader would have begun
to judge whether these reasons were convincing:
by withholding all rezsons he gives the impres-
sion that, if he did give them, they would be found
satisfactory. Thus, with true psvchology, he af-
firms, hut never argies,

Now, there are certainly times, places, and cir-
cumatances where thizs s the correct procvedure,
In teaching small children one must speak thus
The man wha proclaims the great Christian doc-
trincs 15 cnotifled 10 speak positively and  with
anthortty. Ile has the Iloly Scopturcs znd the
consensys of the Christian church from the begin-
ning with him and behind him ag he preaches these
truths. Within the Christian circle, the faith i=
“The Undoubied Holy Catholic Christian Faith.”
We don't mean “may-be"” when we proclaiin the
docirines of God, of Christ, of righteausness, and
of judgment to come, Desides thiz, any one called
to the office of a Christian pastor in a given de-
pomination has both the nght and the duty to af-
firm, in his own pulpit, the distinctive doctrines of
hizs own denomination, without qualification or
apology. That is what he is there for; what he has
been called to do: what his people want him to do,
and understand that he is doing, ITe speaks not
as an individual, but az an official teacher, the
mouth-piece of his denomination. You can not
find fault with & Baptist preacher for declaring in
his pulpit that infant baptism is a perversion of the
sacrament and a great evil: or with a Reformed
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