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PREFACE

ATBRATIAM LINCOLN

This httle book is founded on the compiler’s conviction that
the most practical and inspinng guide our histery offers for de-
veloping genuinely democratic Amoericans 15 the hie of Abra-
ham Lincoln. Coupled with this conviction is.a second equally
stromg, Lhat the best place 1o stucdy Lincoln is m his own writings.

The sclections hete given have been chosen with three dif-
ferent but closcly related wdeas m mind :

1. Abraham Linceln’s understandiog of democracy, and ihe way
he workod ic out o his own hife, in his relations with his fellows and
with the American poople.

2. Ihs intelleciual and moral developrmen:, particofarky as we see
it in hiz handiinr of the slevery question,

3. His English prose and the method by which it was perlected,

The selections should be read with the facts of his fife in
mind. The pupil should be helped to put htmsell in Lincoln’s
place by such concrete questions as:

1. How old was Linceln at this time?

2. In whal town was he living ?

3. IMow was he caming his living?

4. Whe were his liiends? VWhat was his family ?

3. What books was he reading |

6. What was his political party and what was i platform?

7. Was he seeking an office, and if 5o, what was it? W ho was hig
opponent ?

These questions well answered will help the pupil to see Lin
caln much as he sees other men. Biographics which will be use-
ful are: "A Short Life of Abraham Lincoln,” by John George
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Nicolay : ™ The Life of Abrahom Lincoln,” by J. (. Halland ;
" Abraham Lincoln, A Biography for Young People,” by Noah
Brooks: " Abrabam Lincoln, the Man of the People,” by Nar-
man Hapgrood ; ™ Abraham Lincoln,™ by John Torrey Morse, Jr.;
b

I'he Every-Iday Life of Abrakam Lincoln,” by Francis F.
Lrowne, and the compiler’s ™ Tife of Abraham Lincoln.”

MarErials

The selections are mranged chronologically, They begin with
the firat public address, written when Lincoln was twenty-three
years old, and end with s last public words spoken in Wash-
ington three days before hiz assazsination, They consist of let-
ters to friends and to political allics and opponents, of pubhe
papers, of addresses on a great varicty of oceasions, and of cx-
tracts from The debates and speeches i which he cxpouncod
his wleas on slavery, If fuller material is wished, or 1 compleie
copy of a docurnent from which only & fragment is here quoted,
the best source in which 1o seek it iz Nicolay and Hay's ™ Com-
plete Works of Abraham Lincoln.™

In reading, it should be rememibered that the ideas which
have controlled the selections run through practically all of
them and arc not lluswated simply by a few extracts.

Licols's Toeas oF DEMOCRACY

It is imporiant that Lincoln’s ideas of democracy be disen-
tanzled from theory and oratory in the popil's mind and be
presented l.;ll_'.;l'l.']}' as g seres of ]Jrar:Lim] rules of life, as they
certainly were B0 their author.

V. Lt G pupdl soork ond, from Hhe selections and with solal
felp de can gk frow biographics, Lincoln's wotions of tolal i waan
shonuld fe fu o desiocrimer.

1. Self-Respecting. Study his relations o other men to show
this: o his law partner Herndon; w Stephen H. Douglas; to
Williamn H. Scward: 1o his generals,
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2. Seil-Reliant, At critical points in his career Lincoln always fol-
lowed his own eonclusion as te what was wise. [llustrate this by his
choice of studies, palitical policies; and choice of men for his adminis-
rration and bor the army.,

3. Scif-Developing. Trace his struggles far cducation,

4. Holding Public Goad above Sebf-Interest.  1low he took has de-
feat in 18358, sacrificing his ambiton (o be'a United States senator in
arder to make the issue clear o the people. How he offered o resign
from the presidency if it would help the siruation, How he iosisted
in 1804 on making a draft of men needed for the war, although the
actiun threatencd o defeat his reflection to the presidency.

V. Wt wies Frcolfn's fofeq of Fhe wplafion of ome man o
WRNTer G o dfrsacrae )y

Thia rheme can be studied best by taking op Tincoln’s treatment
of certain persons with whom he was theown inte clese relationship.

1. TTis Stepbrother. See lettors of advice (o Dim.

z, Seephen I Douglis. See Lincoln’s treamment of him in the
debates of 1538,

3- General George B, MoClellan.

4. Horace Cirecley.

10 E35ed momy Lincedn’s fdfea of o pedite mun’s refadion fo (ke
fieapde in & dempocracy ?

. Did he believe the people capable of thinking out public gqued-
tions and coming to their vwn conclusions, or did he belicve they fol-
lowed the views of the leader of their political party ?

2. What did Liscoln mean by " fooling ™ the poople?

3+ What did Lincoln Befieve to be the right and true way to lead
the people ?

Ample material for answening and dlystrating these questions
is contained in a4 study of his debates with Douglas, in hiz
efforts for compensated emancipation, and in his insisting that
the Civil War be continued until the South laid down arms.

Helpful reading on the democracy of Lincoln is to be found
in Carl Schurz’s Essay on Abraham Linceln; in Herbert
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Croly’s comments on Lincoln in his " Promise of American
Life™; n James Russell Lowell's Essays.

LaNcoLN's TREATMENT OF THE (QUESIION OF SLAVERY

Lineodn’s treatment of the gquestion of stavery gives an ad-
mirable opportunity o study his mental and moral develop-
ment.  The scloctions here given are sufficient to enable the
pupi to trace the woy in which he solved cach suceessive stop
in {he |'J|1_-|:l:::1| From 1837, the timeof his hirst public protest
against the institution, to the days just before his death, when
he was considering a policy of merciful reconstruction.

The following guestions will serve as suggestions for work-
ing out thiz important study :

I. What was the general opinion oo slavery i Lllinods In 1837
when Lincaln made his first pahblic protest agminse it? Thd he run
ainy 1isk ol losing his place in the State Azsembly by hiz action?
What cxpericnce had he had with the institution belore his?

2. Whai wos the political situation in 1845 which called out the
letter o Williams=on Therley £ What were Lincoln®s political ambilions
al the w7

4. What was Lincoln doing when the Missoun Compromise was
repeated, and what effect did thar repeal have vpon him 7

4. Why did Lincoln leave the Whag party in 18567 What were
the views of the new Kepublican Party ?

5. What was Drouglas’s main argument in the debates of 13587
How did 1incoln anawer that srrument? Whal were the arguments
by which Lincoln sustained his position that slavery must he stopped
or it would spread over the entire naton T

fr. Was the Civil War {ought to free the black man ?

7. How clid Lincoln show that slavery was inconsistent with
democracy ?

8. Why did Lincoln want to free the slaves by buying them?

%, Waz emancipation & wise war measuref

1a, What was Lincoln's idea of reconstruction



