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INTRODUCTION.

Tar Médea waa broaght out in the year 2.q, 431, imme-
distely after the ootbresk of the Faloponuesiasn Wer. I
was the firet of & tetrelogy which ineluded the * Philos-
totea,” the ' Thotyn," and the Satyric drams of the * The-
riztas,’ or ‘Reapera.’ The Philocteles in mentloned In tho
Acharnions of Aristophanes, v. 484, g play which was soted
gix yeara after the Madeal. Furipiden was forty-nine
wears of sge when be gained the third prise with this play,
Euphorio, the sem of Aeachylus, earrying off the firat, snd
Bophocles tha woconrd. The author of the Griek Arpumient
quotes the anthorty of Dimsarchis and Arietotla? for the
statament that Eoripides adaptod (feccetacs) bis Medea
trom Keophron b, :

The legend wae eyidently very famone in gniqeity, amd
thero wore meny verdiond of it. Tho bewntiful pocas of
Apolionine of Rbodes, the Arganaetica, describes Mudea®s
lowa for Jason and the 4id rendersd by har in hia dangerone
adventuro; but it makes no gllosicn to the second marrisge
with the Corinthinn bride Glaaso. The ebory of the polden
fleass, of whish this is an epiasde—a tole, perhaps, of some
early sdveniurers who went eastward in the vain attempt

1 Tha mention o that play of Aspasia’s Infloanss over Parioles in
rirtually provoking the war (GU7) adds probability to ths view, that
Aspaaip by poiotedly slloded to 1o 343 and 1080 of this play. Ses
Bobnl. oo Ar, Ach. BET, f & 'Aowarle Hepchdovp §r onpicrpaa mal
Heddorahoy Adyow fmropoed doresoy S sal yaperd viyom, An cpinion
has recenily beon expresstd that the famons Mepemade fduns,
which wes oarried by Fericles on shat oocasion, s hinbed st Io
Medea's expulslon from Corloth; bot fhis infereace sesms rather
far-fedohed,

1 Parhape o miskeks for Aristophanes, vie. (the premmarisn.

3 Necphivon of Bleyom i peeerally (il see K. O Milllee, Hirt. Gr.
L4t p. 338) haliewed to have beats junior b0 Euripides, The text may
pechaps be porropt, and rightly read ey hyve meant that Neophron
took it from Boripides,
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of finding the home of the Bun-god,~wad avidently & rolar
legend. Far the flary robe given by Medes, hersalf the grand-
datghter of the Bun (18341), differs in no respact trom that
gent by Delanirs o Hereules in the Trashimzs of Bopho-
cleg; mnd Hacoules, we Enow, permonified the Bun-god?
The aagin of Athsma, tho goddase of the Dewn, and the weh
of Penelope, are all represantatives of the son-Jik misie whish
appesr to oo a6 fringed clonda®, Mades berself typifiea, in
her human aspect, the sorsersps or wise woman ; but the
notion of anpernatural birth was commonly sesoalated with
witchoraft, as in the Calypao and the Clres of the Odyasey®.
In all ages and sll religions the wiard or tha ssered in-
fluence of woman cover man's destiny hag fonnd & promd-
bt plass.

In her pemi-divine charactar, in which Medes sppears
s the sompanion and sdviecr of the Argomants i the
fourth Pythien ode of Pindar, she sestnd fo reprasant an
eagtern cult of Hera, or pochaps (1f thet be really different)
of the Moon, just ks Helen was an impergonation of Aphro-
dite. The word probably sontaine tha roct of pdbecfac
and implies the opre bestowed om the ohjects of regardd.
As the wife of Jasom, she js the hercine of one of the most
romanils etoriea of aniiguity. Her sttachment to Jusen®,

| Hin Dirg Tamt alivs on w prod ot Meond Osds (Teent 1183
weryey ) 6 ooy B man sedbing Behind & b1,

1 Thas the b, les natoml anes id fnrther shews by bhe azpeeaxion
in Pl oby, 8, deagaidipnes ddor sy ipnsnar,

T Driodor. Bio. iv. 46, says that Ciroo snd Hedmm were both
daughters of Aeedes, by Hecats the deaeliter of FPersta, Birsbo
(1. ) oonfamds that Homer represanied Ciron as = sorcoress who
was tho own-zliter of the orusl Aestes ({d. x. 157}, from this well-
Imown story of Mades.

4 Her hablt, sogording o the legend in Tdod. Bla Iv. 48, was to
eava the lives of strangers, who mighé fall ioko his hands, from tha
Terpeity of her father & cotes i daradair row saTowddorrar Ty L
Efaiprupdryr s T wudns Bermes aononmiy sssoriaied Medis with
the name of Medes, or har son by Aegets,. Medus (Ikodor. iv. 58;
Birabo, xi, 18, o 6365, and #. 16 o B21; Peosen, Ui 5 6L Bchel. on
Fﬂ!ﬂﬁﬂﬁlﬂﬂémﬁj MyBein, Movraior dr 1§ wepl Toriulun
L1

! Pindar, Pyid, iv. T8, ripresenta him as o siridogly handsoms
AR, dinp fropbor.
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her fiight with him to Corinth, her love tnming into a hate
not leaa paasiomate, and her terrible vengeanes on her
faithless hosband and his jnkendad hride, the damghier of
Oreon king of Corinth, are gplendidiy depicted. As in the
Higpolytus, the post shows himosslf well soquainied with
the wookings of & woman™ mind. Ths sociend eritiss,
acoording to the Greck arvgument, blamed Euripider for
making Modes ehed toars and ssem to relent when abont
to elay her ahildrom {{H—F)}; but we may ba comtami to
think thei the poet understood & moiher's feelings bettar
than his erities did. E. Q. Miilley observes [Hirt, Gr. Lit
P 368), “ The soene, which paints the stroggle in Medea's
braast betwsers her plans of revenge and her love for her
ohlldren, will alway? be cne of the most tcwshing and
Impressive ever represented on the stagas.”

The poet repreeants the ohildrem of Moedes as two soms
{1#95); and eo we have it Io the well-knewn Bresco paint-
ing fpund st Pompeiil, where the o boys are playiog st
knnekla-honos (drvpdyede) in ihe presence of the raibeye-
wix, While Medes with seowling hrew fa drewing {he sword to
slay them. Dicdoros (iv, B4 enomerstes thres pooe, Thes-
salns, Aleimemes, Tienndrus, of whom one esoapad with his
life. Paosaniss (il 3, 6) gives tww, Mermerna and Phareg,
btnt guotee Hellanlooe for the sistement that Medes's son
Iry Aegeus, or 85 othera eaid, by Jeton, was Polyzanne (id.
§8). Thess warletie are onimportant exeapt se ghowing
the wide seope ned popularity of the legend.

Tha poat has mado mae of an iocideok in itsel! sEmple,
viz. Jagon's apology for moioving, sa & mefter of poliey
rather then of sffeqtiom; into an salilanss with the royal
family of Corloth, for exhibiting hig skill in wophistical
argumant. The speschea of Jason and Medoa on thia topis
are ng charasteristic m thoee of Pheres and Admetne im
the Alsenils, of Hoeuba and Helen in the Trooades, Eloetra
and her mother in the play of thai name, or of Phaedra
and the Noree in the Hippolytws, The impessioned eam-
ontnass of Modea completely demelishen tho time-sarving

1 Publishad in Esoooles o péh Sall DHzind, da. Naples, 884,
Plato 8.



