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EVOLUTION OF THE UNIVERSITY.

Institutional history e of peenliar value becanse within its
sphere—by no means 8 narrow one—it constitutes an unaus-
ually trostworthy and anbroken record of social and intellec-
tual progress. An inetitutign js as truly a living organism
a8 is a plant or an animal, It germinates, Aourishes, or decays
as do the ideas, eentiments, and desives of whick it is the
outward expression. Its phaces of growth conform to natural
and ascertainable lawe; and the tenchey of history dees well
when he constructs the major part of his currionlum on the
golid basia of political organizations. Here, at any rate, his
method may be rigidly scientific, What he loses in breadth,
if indeed he lose anything, is more than counterbalanced by
depth and precigion, Bocial embryology and animal embry-
ology present similar phenomensa to the observer. And, while
the naturalist necessarily treats his subject from the historieal
point of view, the student of comparative instithtions is more
and more inclined to ascribe to his branch the charaster of a
biclogical science, y

Bat while politieal institutions are heginning very properly
to ocoupy a large space in the university life, there are organ-
isms of a different nature whose history s searcely less inter-
esting or instructive, Among these not the least noteworthy
in the university itself: a noble produot of social advancement,
designed at onoe for the coliivation of the intellect and for the
expansion of the boundaries of knowledge, Indeed the import-
ance of three or fonr of the early centers of learning in determin-
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g Fvolution of the University,

ing the character of medizeval and modern society is inealeulable,
Thus the University of Parie—to take the most remarkable
example—exerted during eight centuriea a vast influence on
European history ; and the standurd of culture in our own
country is indirectly affected by the survival of that influence
even at the present time, It may not therefore be entirely
inappropriate to spend the hour set apart for the first anniver-
sary address before this Association in traeing the genesis and
evolution of the idess and copstitutional mechenism which
enter into the peneral conception of that institution of which
the American state nniversity is the most recent type. The
following topics will be briefly considered :

1. The 8todium Generale ; or the oripin and character of
the mediseval university. 2. The irinmph of the college over
the university, notably at Oxford and Cambridge, and the
influence of the English university on American schools,
3. The Hengissance of learning, particolarly in the United
Btates, 4. The relation of the staie university end its alumni
to the social organism,

IL—TEE SrUpivM (AEFERALE.

Previous to the beginning of the twelfth century the only
institutions of learning which existed in Europe were the
cathedral and monastic schools. Here were acquired sach
seenty elements of knowledge as enabled the stolid monk or
the ignomnt and superstitions priest to administer the dull
routine of his office, Through the long period of naticnal
gestation, commonly deseribed as the “dark ages,” but a
feeble ray of claseic learning was able to penetrate, notwith-
standing the temporary revival vnder Charles the Great.!

1A elight tradition of ancient learniog wae preserved throughont the
middle ages ; bot, as Mr. Mollinger has shown, it was “ the highest sxcel-
lence of the scholar to render atl profane literature subservient to the illos-
tration of the seriptures!*  The prinelpal taxt books of the period were the
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Evolution of the Tniversity. . b

But at length the new nations were born, and mediseval man
demanded a wider opportunity for the exercise of his physical
and intellectual powers. This wes first sought in the Cru-
gades. DBut the most remarkable effect even of the First Cru-
eade was the expansion of the mental horizon. Curiosity was
excited and a thirst for knowledge aroused. With this gon-
eral canmse n second, narrower though scarcely less potent,
cobperated to produce a demand for new and mere efficient
means of instruction : the practical need of systernatic training
in the learned professions.

Acocordingly, in the early vears of the twelfth century, asso-
ciations were formed almost simultanecusly at Bologna and
Paris, for the purpose of securing certain kinds of instruetion

Historiorum adveraus Paganos Libri VIL of Orosins ; the De Nuptiis Philolo-
gie &t Mersvrit o de Seplesn Artifing Iiberalibua Libvi Novess, of Martianus
Capells ; the De Chrmlatione Philosmphine, together with the trapslations
and commeantaries, of Boethiug; the D Artidos co Ihesiplinds Liberatium
Lilergruom, of Cassiodorus; and the Originas, of Isidore, By Boethive and
Caseiodorue some knowledge of Porphrry's Jengoge aud of the logic of Arie-
totle were preserved ; by {roaoa,  follower of Augoatine, the medisval
theary of history was formunlaied : diving providentis agitnr sundae o homno
by Isidore waa effected the * incorporation of the remains of pagan learning
with the new theology:” while throogh the ellegorr of Martianus “was
tranamitied to the universitics of Europe the sndent division of the trivim

" and quadrfvium.” The first of theoe courses comprised grammaz, logle, and

thetoric ; the second, aritbmetic, geometry, mosic, and astronomy. But
the literatore and coltore of the period preceding the rise of universitio
were medgre in the extrems, snd “*almost exclusively possessed hy the
clergy.” For the foregoing statement and w Jenrmed discossion of the his-
tory of edoestion between the foorth and twelfth centuries, see Mullinger,
The University of Ciombridye, 1, 1-804, The best monograph on the revival
of learning onder Charlemagne in T'he Schools g Charles the Great (London,
1877), by the wmme writer, containing alac s aketch of the imperial, cathe-
dral, and “monaatic schools preceding the reign of that monarch. Bhart
acopunts of the Paiace Behool may ba foumd In Guisot's History of Cfvilisa-
tion v Fronee, 111, 80-564; Mombert"s History of Charies the Great, 241 ; and
Newman's Fise and Progrees of [hrivernities: abridged in Barnard’s American
Journal of Educetion, vol. 24 (1878), pp. xliv=viii. Cf. Prant], Feschichie der
Logik, I, 626 £, 672 f.; Hallam, Létencture of Furope, I, 1-15,
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which could not be afforded by the ecclesiastical schools.! These
associations were simply scholastic gilds or spontaneons com-
binations of students and teachers for mutusl aid and protec-
tion ; and they were evidently formed on the analogy of the
contemporary craft gilds, more particularly the gilds of aliens
in foreign cities,” which had made their appearance in western
Europe probably at an earlier day.?

The earliest scholastic bodies of this eharseter were com-

1The most Lmportant monograph on the genesis and early history of
Earopean nniversitica ia Father H. Denifie’'s Die Cniversitdien des Mittelolters
kg 1400, not yet completad, The firat volums, ¥15 pages entitled e
Enistehung der Untveraitiios des Hrittelaliers, appeared {n Berlin, 1885, Vol,
I of Kamfmann's Remlichie dor deuteshen Cniversiides In alio devoted to the
Forgeschichie. An older standard teeatise is Meinens' Geschichds der Entsle-
Bung und Entwickelung der Rolen Sehuden wnterss Erdtheils, 4 vols, Gittingen,
‘1802-5. I am especlally Indebted t0 Savigny, The Unirersitios of the
\J_“-Madd!-: Agen, in Barnard’s Am, Sowenal of B, vol. 22, pp. 273430, trans-
luted from his Geschichie des ﬂmuc&m Bechis tm Mitielalter, vol, 111; Mul-
limger, mnmwu, in E" dicc Britnnntes, XXIIT & moat exnallent
ganeral skecch ) his Uniuemxy qf Chmbridge, vol. 1, 65~13F, where the uni-
versities of Bologna and Paris are compared ; Dollinger, Tnfversities, Fast
and Present, in Barnard’s Sowrnal, vel. 20, pp. T37=T85; The University of
Paris, in Barnard's Journal, vol. 24, pp. 745-770: from Drang'a (hririon
Schools and Ssholars, & second edition of which has since appeared {Loadon,
1881) ; an article sotitled [niveraifien, in the Morth Amserioon Rawiew, vol, 27
(1828}, pp. 67-B8; sod & most interceting acconnt of Holien University Life
in the Middle Ager, in the Britieh Quarterly Review, July, 1834, pp. 2646,
On tha University of Patle, see further Thueot, De P Organtsstion de © Enseig-
navaent dant § Tntperaits da Pariz {Parig, 1860 ; Budingaley, fHe Dniversital
und die Fremden an derselben im Afitielaiter (Barl[n, 1576) ; and Truburle,
Histeive de I Université ds Pards (Paris, 1844). T have beer greatly assisted
in the search for materlal by Dr. G, 8. Hall's admirable Bibliography of
Education { Boston, 1886), comprehending in sixty major classes the more
important pnbﬂmtlons in the whola fiuld of pedagogical Hieratara.
*Mullinger, Universities, Eney. Brit, XXIII, 331, 833; Untversily of
Cambridge, [, 72, 77. Cf. Bavigny, Univerritios of the Middle dges: Barnard's
s Jouramd of B, vol, 22, pp. 270-280.
38uch combinations of strangers for mutusl assistance may have been the
gegildan of Tne, 16, 21; Mlfred, 27, 28; KLtbelstan, VI, 8 § 6: Schanid,
(leselze, pp. 28, 86, 186. COF Konrad M:turer, Kritiache waﬂhuu, 1,91 f;
“Behmid, Glossar, H88-9,
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posed entirely of forelgners uniting to resist the rapacity and
violence of the citizens of towns where they gathered to hear
some ocelebrated teacher. Thus the first of the many such
associations gradually formed at Bologma was probably the
so-called German Nation, while the Tuscan Nation, or that of
the native students, was the last,

Bo it appears that the scholastic gild—a voluntary private
association originally unprotected or nnsupported by any eivil
or ecclesiastical anthority—is the embryo from which were
nltimately evolved those two miphty organizations, the uni-
versities of Bologna and Paris, each the fruitful mother of
a numerous group of celebrated schools. They were the
veritable matres universiiatum : Bologna, the parent of univer-
gities of the democratio type—namely those of Italy, Spain,
and southern France ; Parig, the parent of universities of the
centralized type,—those of northern France, England, and
Germany, A brief comparison of the principal features of
these two institotions, so far as they enable us to understand
the penesis of existing elements of the university life and
constitution will now be presented.

In the first place, it in important to observe that the
medireval word unipersitas was oripinzlly employed, like the
word socielos, “to depote any community or corporation
regerded under its collective aspect.”' It thus required a
modifying phrase to give it significance. In this way it was
employed as the pame of the scholestic pild itself The

1% [n the language oi the civil law all corporations were called wniversi-
tates, 88 forming ome whaole out of many individuals, In the German joris-
contults wninersitas is the word for a corporate town. o Iialy it was applied
to the incorporated trades in the cities. In sccleslastical langnage theterm
was sometimes applied to s oumber of chorches united under the suparin-
tendence of one archdeacon. In a papal rescript of the yesr 888, it fs used
of the body of the canons of the church of Plea:" Malden, Origin of the
Universities, 13: cited hy Mullinger, Unfversily of Cambridgs, L 71, CF. hia
article in Ency, Brit., XXIIT, 831 ; Savigny, Untversitien of the Middla
in Barnard's Journad, vol. 22, p. 325; and Barnard's Journal, vol, §, pp, 49-56,



