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INTRODUCTION.

Tre is & powarful hook. It needs no introdustion from
other sources than its own, Its great strength lies in its facta.
These are collated with rare skill, and verified by the testi-
mony of men and of decuments whose witness {8 authority.
The book will speak for itself to every man who cares encugh
for the welfare of our country to read it, and who hes intelli-
gence enough to take in Ita portentons story.

Itis worthy of note that almost all the thinking which think.
ing men have given to the subject for the last Afty years has
beeri in the line of the leading ides which this volume enforces—
the idea of crisds inm the destiny of this country, and through
it in the destiny of the world. The common sense of men
puts into bomely phrase the great principles which underlie
great enterprises. One such phrase lies nader the Christian
civillzation of our land, It is * the nick of time.” The pres-
ent hour is, and always has been, ** the nick of time" in our
history. The principle which underlies all probationary ex.
perience comesa to view in organized society with mora stu-
pendous import than in individual destiny. This book puts
the evidence of thatina form of cumnlstive force which ia
overwhelming.

Fifty years ago our watchful fathers discerned it in their
forecast of the future of the Republic. The wisest among
them even then began to doubt how long the original etock of
American society could bear the interfusion of elements alien
to our history and to the faith of our ancestry. The conviction
was then often expressed that the case was hopeless on any
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theory of our national growth which did not take into aceount
the eternal decrees of God. Good meén were hopeful, only be-
cause they had faith in the reserses of might, which God held
secret from human view.

These now living who were in their boyhood then, remem-

.ber well how such men as Dr. Lyman Beecher, of Ohio, and
Dr. Wm. Blackburn, of Missouri, used to relurn from their
confiicts with the multiform varieties of Western infldelity, to
thrill the hearts of Christian assemblies st (he East with their
pictures of Western greatness, and Weatern perils. Those
were the palmy days of ““May Aonoiversaries,” The ideas
which the veterans of the platform set om fire and left to burn
in our souls were three. The magnitude of the Weat in geo-
graphical area; the rapidity with which it was illiog up with
social elements, many of them hostile to each other, but nearly
all conspiring against Christian institutions; and the certainty
that Christianity must go down in the struggle, if Enstern enter-
prise was not prompt in eeizing upon the then presant oppor-
tunity, and resolute in precccupying the land for Christ.
Agaln and again Dr. Beecher said in subatance on Hastern
platforms: **Now ie the nick of time. Inmatters which reach
into eternity, now is always the nick of ime. One man now
iz worth a huadred fifty years hence. Onedollar now is worth
a thousand then. Let us be up aod doing before it is too
late.”

From that time to this the sirain of appesl has been the
same, but with accumulating volume and solemnity of warn-
ing. The fate of our country has been in what Edmund
Burke deacribes as ** a perilous end dancing balance.” Human
wisdom could at no time foresee which way the scales would
turn. Every day has been s day of crisis. Every hour has
been an hour of splendid destiny. Every minute has been
“"the nick of time.” And thisisthe lesson which this volume
emphbasizes by an sccumulated array of facts and testimonies
and corollaries from them, the force of which can scarcely
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be overstated. Fifty years of most eveniful history have
been piling up the prools of pur pational peril, till now
they come down upon us with the weight of an avalanche.
Huch ia the impression which the argument here elaborated
will make upon one who comes to it a8 & novelty, or in whose
mind the facts bave become dim.

One is reminded by it of the judgment whi¢h has been ex-
pressed by almost all the great generals of the world, from
Julius Cmaar to General Grant, that io every decisive batile
thers is 4 moment of erisls on which the fortunes of the day
turn, The commander who seizes and holds that ridge of
destiny wins the victory. The conflict for the world's salva-
“tion partakes of the same character. And the factz and their
corollaries masaed together in this book show thal nowhere
is it more portentously true than in this country. Our whele
history is a succession of criges. Cwur national sslvation de-
mands in supreme exercise certaln military virtues. Vigilance
in watchiong opportunity ; tact and daring in eeizing upon op-
portunity; force and persistence in crowdivg opportunity Lo
its ntmost of poseible achievement—thess are the martial vir-
tues which must command success,

This volume presents, alao, with a power which can scarcaly
be exceeded—Tfor it is the power of the simple facts—the truch
that Chrietian enterprise for the moral conguest of this land
needs to be conducted with the self-absndonment which deter-
mined men would throw inio the eritical moment in the eriti-
cal battle of the critical campaign for a nation's endangerad
life. What the campaign in Pennsylvania was to the Civil
Wear, what the battle of Gettysburg was to thal campaign,
whet the fight for Cemetery Hill was to that battle, such is
the present opportunity to the Christisn civilization of this
conntiry.

Turn whichever way we will—South, West, North, East—
we are confronted by the spame element of erisis in the outlook
upon the future. Everything seems, to human view, to de-
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pend on present snd dissolviog chances. Whatever can be
done at all must be done with gpeed. The building of great
Btates depends on one decade. The natlonalizing of allen
races must be the work of a period which, in a nation's life, is
but an honr. ‘The elements we work apon and the elements
we must work with are faet precipitating themselves in fixed
imstitutions and consolidated character. Nothing will awail
our convenience. Nothing ls indulgent to a dilatory pelicy.
Naothing 8 tolerant of & somneolent euterprise.

The climax of the argument appears in the view taken of
the nuxilisry relation of this couniry's evangelizing to the
evangelizing of the world. One who studies even cursorily ,
the beginnings of Christianity will not fail to detect & masterly
sirategy in apostolic policy. Christian enterprise at the outset
tock possession firat of strategic localitles, to be nsed as the
centers of church-extension. The first successes of Christian
preachers were in the great cities of the Fast. The attractive
apols, to the divine eye, wers those which were crowded with
the densest masses of human belng. Not a trace do we find
of labor thrown off al random In the apostolic tactics. As
little do we discover of the spirit of romance. The early mis-
sions were not crussdes for the conguest of holy places, They
were not pilgrimages to sacred shrines. Martial ardor in the
work was held well in hand by martis]l skill in the choice of
methods and localities.

The same military forecast has ruled Christian mizsions
from that day to this, so far as they have been crowned with
great succeases, How little of work and expenditure at hap-
harard hes entered into the saplendid structure of English and
American missions to the heathen! How little has the apirit
of romance or of msthetic taste ever sccomplished in evangeliz-
ing the nations! Tbe two localities to which the romance of
Christian enterprise would nsturally turn are Palestine and
Greece; the ome as the home of our Lord, the other s the
birthplace of art and culture. Yet how little, comparatively
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speaking, have Christian missicns schieved in either land!
Labr bas been as faithful and self-sacrifice as generous thers
a8 elsewhere; but in the comparison with other missions,
where are the frulta?

Bucesse in the work of the world's conversion has, with
rare exceptions, followed the lines of human growth and pro-
spective greatness. Bub & single exeeption occurs to one's
memory—that of the Hawalian Islands. Beldom bas a nation
been converted to Chrlst, only to die. The general law haa
been that Christianity shoald seat iteslf in the great metropoli-
tan ceaters of population and of civilized progress. It haa
allied itself with the most virlle races. It has taken possession
of the most vigorous and enterprisiog nations. The colenis-
ing races and nations bhave been its favorites. It hes aban-
doned the dying for the nascent langusges. Itz affinities bave
always been for the youthfuol, the forceful, the progresalve,
tbe aapiring in human character, and for that steck of wind
from which anch character springs. By natural sequence, the
looal'tias where those elements of powerful manhood are, or
are to be, in moest vigorous development, have been the strate-
gic points of which our religion bas taken possession as by »
masterly milltary genius.

The principles of such a sirategic wisdom should lead us
to look on these-United Btates as first and foremost the chosen
seat of entarprise for the world's conversion. Forecasting the
future of Christianity, as statesmen forecast the destiny of na-
tions, we most believe that it will be what the future of this
couniry is to be. As goes America, so goea the world, in afl
that is vital to its moral wellare. In this view, this volume
finds the superlative corollary of its argument.

AUATIN PHELFH.
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