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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

———m e ——

Morar education is everywhere acknowledged
to be the most important part of sll education; but
there has not been the same agreement in regard to
the best means of securing it in the school. This
hag been duein part to a want of insight into the two-
fold nature of this sort of education ; for instruction
in morals includes two things: the formation of nght
idess and the formation of right habits, Right
idess mrc nccecssary to guide the will, but mght
habits are the product of the will itsclf.

It is possible to have right ideas to some extent
without the corresponding moral habits. On this
account the formation of correct habits has been
asteemed by some to be the chief thing. But un-
conscious habits—mere nse and wont—do not seem
to deserve the title of moral in its highest semse.
The moral act should be a considerate one, and rest
on the adoption of prineiples to guide one's aetions.

To those who lay stress on the praectical side and
demand the formation of correct habits, the school
88 it is seems to be a great ethical instrumentality.
To those who eee in theoretical instruction the only
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troe basis of moral character, the existing school
methods seem sadly deficient.

The school as it is looks first after its diecipline,
and next after its instruction. Discipline concerns
the behavior, and instruetion concerns the intellect-
nal progress of the pupil. That part of moral edp-
cation which relates to habits of good hebavior is
much better provided for in the school than any
part of intellectnal edneation.

There is, however, a confliet here between old
and new ideals. The old-fashioned school regarded
obedience to authority the one essential; the new
ideal regards insight into the ressonableness of
moral commands the chief end. It iz said, with
tritth, that a habit of unressoning obedienee does
not fit one for the exigencies of modern life, with its
partisan appeals to the individual and itz perpetnal
display of grounds and reasons, specious and other-
wise, in the newspapers. The unreasoning obedi-
ence to & moral guide in school may beeome in after
life unreasoning obedience to a demagogue or to a
leader in crime.

It is not obedience to externul anthority that we
need so muech as colightened moral eense, and yet
there remains and will remain much good in the
old-fashioned habit of implicit obedience.

The new education aims at building up self-con-
trol and individual insight. It substitutes the inter-
nal snthority of conscience for the external anthority
of the master. It claims by this to educate the citi-
zen fitted for the exercise of suffrage in a free gov-
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ernment. He will weigh political and social gnes-
tions in his mind, and decide for himself. He will
be apt to reject the echeme of the demagogue.
‘While the old-fashioned school-master relied on the
rod to sustain his externsal suthority, he produnced, it
is said, & reaction against all anthority in the minds
of strong-willed pupils. The new education saves
the strong-willed pupil from this tension against
eonstituted authority, and makes him law-abiding
from the begiuning.

It will be admitted that the sehool under both
its forms—old ag well a8 new-—secures in the main
the formation of the cardinal moral habits. It is
obliged to insist on regularity, punetuality, silence,
and industry as indizpensable for the performance of
it school tasks. A private {otor may permit his
charge to neglect all these things, and yet seeure
pome progress in studies carried on by fits and
gtarts, with noise and zeal to-day, followed by in-
dolenee to-morrow. But a school, on account of its
numbers, mngt insist on the semi-mechanical virtnes
of regularity, punctoslity, silence, and industry.
Althongh these are semi-mechanical in their nature,
for with mueh practice they become unconscious
habite, yet they furnish the very ground-work of all
combinations of man with his fellow-men. They sro
fundamental conditions of social life. The increase
of city population, eonsequent on the growth of
productive industry and the substitution of machines
for hand labor, renders necessary the universal preva-
lence of these cardinal virtues of the school.



