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BHAVNAGAR.

CHAPTER L

DESCRIPTION, PRODUCTS, AND FOPULATION.

The Stats of Bhévnagar lies &b the head and west aide of the gulf
of Kambay in the aniusuIa. of EKithiawgr,
though a few outlying villages are situated in
the Dhandhukd pargstsh of the Alraadbéd collectorate. It lies
batween 21° 18 and 22° 18’ north latitude, and 71% 157 and 72° 18’ east
longitade, TIts ares is about 2,784 mguare miles, with a popnlation,
aecording to the censpa of 1872, of 428,500 souls, A map iz attached.

The State i= boanded on the north by the pargansh of Rénpir,
under Alinadbéd, and by the Thalbwsr and
Ponchdl sub-divisions of the peninsuls ; on the
south by the Arabian Sea; on the esst by the gulf of Eambsy and a
portion of the Dhandhdki parganah; and on the west by the Sorath,
Kéthidwer, snd Hildr sub-divisions of the peninenle, The Goghibé-
rah villagea are seattered in the Bhdvnagar torritory. The Bhivnagar

State iz divided into ten mahdls or 8-
Parganaks or sab-divisions. | 'hs, viz., (1) Daskrohi, {2) Sihor, (8 )Mfl?;ié_.
(4) Eimndl4, (5) Lili§, (6) Umvél, (7) Botdd, (8) Gadhré, (9) Bhdl,
(10) Tuldjé.

The aspect of the connlry differs mdely in different places, being in
some parts, such as the Bhdl, a mers salt
) fiat, in Lilih & rich plain of black apil, while
parts of the Sihor range and the hills in the Kfindlé and other dis-

Hills. tricls show a eountry elmost mountainous,

The principal rangen of hills are those of Sihor,

Kholchrs, Ul:l.d the Bibriddhar, snd the cotlying hills of the Gir on the
western bordey ; the highest is the Mitidl4 Lill, which zaaches over 1,000
feat. They are all volcanic, and consist of
trap and besalt piercing through, and in places
elovating, o conrse sandy limestone. In places, howaver, both laterite
of good guslity for building-stone, and a conglomsrate, are to be
found, the labler abounding in fossils. As o rule, the northern districts
are bare of trees, but the Silior hills are covered with a dense scrub

Position and Area.

Ranmdarica.
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Geclogical formations.
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jungle, and the sonthern parganshs ara better wooded ; though infinitely
infarior in this respect to Giijarit Proper.

The principal rivers are the Sukh Bhidar, the Kalobhdr, the Ghelo,
the Shairdnji, the Bagad, and the Mélan, but
none of them are of any great length of conrse,
but the water in the three last continues fowing throughout the year,
and is nsed for irrigation.

There is o fine artificial lake about five miles in circumference, near
the eapitsl, formed by bunding across the bed
of the Gadechi river, from which the water is
conveyed in & small canal to tanks, &c., in the town. The port is sup-
plied from snother artificial lake lowar down in the same river. There
are no other reservoirs of any great size in the State, but most of the
villuges havo a small tank or pond, in which, however, the water rarely
lasta after the beginning of April.

The Btatc is, on the whole, well eopplied with woell wator, which in

the southern distrints s foond very near the
surface. .
The Bhél district, which is & salt flat resembling very much the Rann
of Eachh, is always more or less overflowed
in the rainy sesson, and the water obtain-
able there iz Lrackish : hence the population are entirely dependent
on pond and reservoir water excepling at s place called the Dhidh,
where a considerable supply of aweet water is available,

Except in the BhA!, whers tho soil is highly impreguated with
saline matter, the soil is almost everywhere
black, and is divided into two kinds, viz.,
gm'den and dry—crop land. [ice land exists, but mot in sufficient
quantity to meritnotice, The salt soil of the Bhdl, however, produces
a very fine wheat without irrigation, of the variety called Kdths,

The climate of the Bhivaagar districts, esparinlly of the senthern coast,
is exceedinply plessant, and the hest in the
hottest portion is not comparable with Grijargt
Proper. The thermometric readings at Bhivnagar ilself show a mean
migimum of 53° in the monih of Jnuuary, and amaximom of 108%in the
month of May. The sverage mainfall of Bhévnagar itsclf, calculated
from recorded observations for the lnst ten years, is 26 inches and 35
cents. ;

The only natural foresta of any importance are—(1) the Sihor forest.
which, however,consists chiefly of thorny scaciaa
with a fow tamarinds (Tamarindus indica) and
Limb trees {Azadirachia indica), and {2) ons in the Mahdiwé pargansh,
between the villages of Karld and Karmadié ; but a fow fine trces may
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be found in the neighbourhood of villages. Amongst these isa romark-
able specimen of the Baobab {Adansonia digitain), called in Kéthidwad
‘Rikhdo,’ end in Géjurét <Chor Amld,’ which is growing near the
village of Chénch on the sea-coast. This trea oxcoods a bundred feot
in girth at a height of about four feet from the ground.

During the last fow years much sttention has been given to tree-
planting, and over s hundred thensand
cocoannts alona have beon planted. Besides
these, thera are lnrge plantations of teak (Tectona grandis), * Bedd'
(Terminaliz bellerica), Oaguaring equisstifolin, mango (Mangifera
indica), snd other trees.

The creps consist chiefly of cotton, jowdr, bajri, whent, gram, ail-sceds,

i and sugar-canc, and other ordinary varieties
s of pulse and millot. Tobacco iz grown, but
not in sufficient guantities for aven losal consumption,

The mode of cultivation does not diffor from that of the sdjoining
\ British districta, Cotton i8 now irrigated in

most villagres during breaks in the rainy season,
whils the practice of sowing it bafore the monsoon, and mising it by
Tigation, is spreading rapidly,

The domestic animals do not differ from thoss prevailing elsewhere
in Gijarft, but the Darbér possess a parii-
elarly fine and handsome breed of buffaloes,
which havo carried off the prize wherever exhibited. There is alsoa
gaod horse-bresding establishment at Bhévnagar.

Tho lion has been extinet in Bhéwvnagar territory since the last
twonty-five years, ab about which time the las
waa shot in the Sihor forest. Panthers,
hyenas, wolves, jackals, and foxes are still to bo fonnd. Wild hog
may bs found in the Sihor forest and cther places. Nylghai (Porfax
pictus) are still to be fonnd, though, owing to the large extension of
cotton cultivation of late years, many have boen slanghtersd. Antelope
{Antilope corvicapra) and * Chinkarah’ {Gazelle Bennofiii) exist, thongh
in much diminished numbers. In the cold weather large flocks
of ‘Cullum’ {*Kulang’) of two kinds, viz., (1) Grue cinerea and
(2) Anihropoides virgo, visit these districts; as dos few duck and
sn]pe.

Of the total population, 428,500, 8027 per cent. were Hindus, 86
per cent. Musslméns, -0142 Parsis, -0008 Chris-
tians, and 1:115 miscellanecns. The number
of males was 228,871, or 53 per ocent. of the whole population, and
that of females 202,129, or 47 pex cent. The aversge proportion of
males to fernales was 1114 to 1.  'The oumber of insane and idicts was
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