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JOHN BRUCE MacCALLUM.

The following pamphlet was completed only a few days
prior to the death of the author, which oecurred on the
sixth of April, nineteen hundred and six. Through his
death Physiology was robbed of one of its most brilliant
young investigators,

John Bruce MaeCallum was horn in Dunnville, Canada,
on the eighth day of June, eighteen hundred and seventy-six.
Through the influence of his father, Dr. G. H. MacCallum,
now Superintendent of the State Asylum at London, On-
tario, bis interest in the natural sciences was early aroused
and during his college eareer at the University of Toronto
23 much of his time 88 possible was devoted to these subjects,
but chiefly to biology. After his graduation in 1896 he
entered the Medieal School of Johns Hopkins University.
TUnder the influence of Professor Mall he undertock during
his first medieal year an investigation on the histogenesis
of the cells of the heari-musele, and it was characteristic of
him that he began his work in pathological anatomy also
with an original investigation. During the third year of
his medieal course he again prepared several anatomical
papers and at the same time assumed the burden of the
proof reading and of preparing the index of Barker’s book
on Neurology. It was during this year, 1898-1899, that the
first symptoms of the disease appeared which was to cut
short the life of this talented, indefatigable worker. From
this time on he was constantly handicapped in his work by
the struggle against illness.
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After his graduation in medicine in nineteen hundred
he returned to Baltimore as assistant of Professor Mall. In
nineteen hundred and one he went to Leipzig to work in
the laboratory of His, but his old enemy again interrupted
his work, this time attacking him in the form of an affection
of the apex of the lungs. He returned home as soon as suffi-
ciently recovered to bear the journey, and upon the advice
of Dr. Osler he spent the winter in Jamaica. During this
perind he translated and edited Szymonowicz’s histology
into English,

The condition of his health made it impossible for him
to live in the East and in the sutumn of nineteen hundred
and two he went to Denver, ‘*where he rented an office and
tried to practice, He nbhorred the life, though, and held
in contempt the charlatans with whom he came in eontact.
There were patients and he made enough money to pay his
expenses in the few weeks he was there, but the repugnance
to that kind of life was too great, and he sbandoned his
practice. They had made him teacher of anatomy in their
medical school, in charge of the department, I believe. The
students were difficult to manage—their ideals being far
different from his."’ The bright spot in his life in Denver
was his association with Dr. Sewall, the former physiologist.

Having accepted a call to the University of California, T
offered Dr, MacCallum s position as assistant in physiology,
and we began our work here together, During the first and
second years his health was tolerably good, but in nineteen
hundred and five he undertock a problem on immunity
which was beyond his physieal strength and he began to fail
rapidly. He went East to be treated by Professor Osler,
returning to Berkeley in the fall of the same year, in a much
weakened condition, but if he realized how critical was his
condition he betrayed it to no one. He was cheerful and
apparently hopeful. As he was not able to exert himself in

' Quoted from a letter from his brother, Professor W. G. MaeCal-
lum, of Johns Hopking University, to whom [ am under obligation for
the data given in this sketeh.
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experimental work, I suggested that he put the results of his
experiments done at Berkeley into book form.

The present volume is the resnlt of this work, the last
done before death claimed him. It has been published with-
out alteration. The preface was probably written two days
before his death, which came suddenly—as he had always
wished that it might.

MacCallum belonged to that type of scientists whom we
may designateé as discoverers. His results were obtained
quickly, were made seeure beyond doubt, and were put into
such shape that they conld easily be demonstrated by him.
But as is also eommon n the case of discoverers, his publi-
eations were comparatively brief. This may make it at
times difficnlt for imexperienced or uncritieal workers to
repeat his experiments. I may state, however, that they
belong to the regular class exercises of the medieal students
in our lsbhoratory. Those who have once learned how to
perform them van always count upon their succeeding,

In his work as well as in his life he was & calm thinker,
the reverse of a hustler. He conceived his experiments in
the epirit of an artist and the realization of his ideas was
the poetry his work put into his life. He did not work for
outside suecess, nor did he pose as a benefactor of mankind.

Those who have known him well feel that the death of
John Bruce MacCallum has left a gap which will mever
again be filled.

JACQUES LoEB.

BErgrLey, November 7, 1906.
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