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NOTE.

T‘WO bundred representative literary people were
recently asked for a list of ' twenty-five of the

best short poems (lmit ffty lines) written io the
English language in the nineteenth century.” This
request met with & ready response. Lists were
received from prominent poets, critics, editers, edu-
cators, and others interested in poetry. These lists
were carefully prepared The names of those who so
kindly gave valnable time and stody in preparing
them wonld be glven had not the reqoest bean made,
in a number of instances, that the list submitted be
considered confidential, This emphasizes the valus
of the verdict as being a petfectly free expression of
the minds best qualified to judge of the merits of the
poetry of the perlod.

Mo individual list is glven, The twenty-five poems
which received the highest number of votes will, it is
hoped, make an scceptable * nut-shell anthology.'
They are arranged in order according to the ballots
cast, ""The Chambered Nautilus,"” which received the
highest vote, being number one on the list.

A supplementary lst of two hundred poems is
arranged alphabetically by autbors. These poems
received votes, but none recelved encugh to place it
among the first twenty-five.

It is, perhaps, worthy of mote that when these lists
were prepared Mr. Kipling had not written "Reces-
sfonal,” which would undoubtedly, at this time, be
placed well among the first,

The names of Lowell, Longfellow and Whittier do
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8 Note.

not appsar, while Bryant is represented by "To a
Waterfowl,” and not by ““Thanatopeie.” America's
bards number five, while Tennyson's name appears
four times and Wordsworth's name three times.

In the supplementary st Longfallow 1s represented
by nime titles, Lowell by ten, Tennyson by fifteen,
Wardsworth by six and Whittler by five.

Dr. Holines's “Chambered Nautitus,” Mrs. Howe's
“Battle-Hymn of the Republic,” and **Emerson's
“Concord Fight'' are published by permission of
Messrs. Houghton, Miflin & Co., the publishers of
the works of Emerson and Holmes and of Mrs
Howe's peems. ‘‘Crossing the Bar™ is reprinted from
The Macmillan Company's complate edition of Lord
Tennyson's poems.

W.8. L.

March, 18gg, Evanston, II1
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