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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACKE.

Tue following translation has been undertalzen with
the view of introducing into gegeral cirendntion ihe
opinions cotcciained by soms of the most calizhtencd
physicinns of France, and of fhe numerows authors
whase works they hive Cﬁreﬁl”:-,' 51|.1.'n.+|‘.i-gm..'?d, rﬂ|:1l'[1.r1::]}-'
fo fhe !‘[ie—:tl_‘l[‘}".. nadure winld osl upprm'-:-d treatment of
the Hpusmodic Cheolera.

The  srsat ravames ahrendy Somanitted by this dis-
case, and fhe rapidicy with wiieh it has extandd to
different and nuinerous ]{E’llg!h]hl.-i all Wi pld waeld,
have exciied abarm il ﬂl.-|'i_.l|'lf‘.‘|.i2.l:lz'i.D]'l. in the Dreast of
almost every mdividaal of this country. Inileed, reign-
an asEa r;-]::-[d_'u:m_[r_'f we [ilve Ereal reEsc io uppmhmul
its awiul vizitnfion, and Moonder thal it way ool come
I.Ijjlrﬂ. B3 T WL, Ill 15 irlL'IIIII]Jl.‘:Hl, L IJ.II.}'.-'»iCi.'II.'IE
especially, to apply to every source whenee they may
ascerinin the best means of preventing its mvasion,
mﬂricf.ng itz limite, apd Hllhl[uin;‘_r s ﬂn:u]l}' eifpets
in those who may become the suljects of it.

Previous Lo the reception of the Repart of the French
Academy in our city, the excellent Thscourse by Prof
J. M. 8mith, on the Epidemie Cholera, had been for
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some time before the public. In collating this dis-
course with the report of the Academy, we were struck
with the similurity of their conclusions 3 yet it could be
no longer a matter of surpnse when it was fully ascer-
tained that the method adopted by both parties, in order
to arrive ol these conclusions, had been exactly similar,
viz., the deep and accurate investigation of every im-
portant aceessible dosument relating to the subject of
Cholera, allowing their deductions o Bow, as il were,
naturally, from the various sources whenve they had
originated,

Yel, notwithstanding  their geoeral resemblance,
there ave one or more points on which a difference of
opinion exizls; we are dispozed o believe, however,
thut thess diserepancies are more apparent than real,
and that there woulid be no venl ﬂilnuullj.l i FOCon-
ciling them.  We allude to the contagious character of
the Choler 3 the vuthors of the subjoined Roeport, ag
will be seen on examining it, being of opinion that this
discase has, under certain conditions, been communi-
eatad by personal contact.

That perzons in constant anml updiring attendance
on the conch of an individual labouring noder the
Cholera, are more linhle to be attacked in thuir turn
than those who keep aloof from the presence of the
discase, we can readily conceive, and the reason
seoms obvious : the sick person is located in an jm-
pure atmosphere, probably in the very centre of the
epidemic influence, he is surrounded by friends, all
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eager to attend to his every want, who render the at-
mosphere 2iill more impure by the exhalations which pro-
¢ecd from their lungs and bodies, probably equally pre-
judicial 1o health with the smanations ansing from the
digeazed body : the minds of these friends are greatly
distreszed, both in consequencs of beholding the ago-
nies of the sufferer and anticipating the desclation which
will attend on his taking ofT': the ftigue also, the want
of zufficient and recular alimentations all these cireum-
slanecs constitute zome of the moszt powerful predis=
posing cauzes of the disease.  Cnn we wonder then
that persons exposed to the infinence of thesa causes
should be more susceptible of an attack thin those who
are not subjact o Ltheir infloesce ! And can we be
gurprized that persons, unacquainted with the laws
which govern epidemics, sceing atiacks frequently and
vapidly treading wvpon such exposires, should derive
them from dircel contagion?  Is il not more natural
to attribute the canses of violeat effcctz to visilile: and
palpable objects rather than derive them from ocoult
invisible szents which have never been demonstrated 1o
exist otherwize than from analogy 7 It ought vot then
to be a matter of surprise, o medical mon, even i
every iustance of invasion of this dizease were attrib-
uted, by those who cannet comprehend epidemial inflo-
ence, to individual contagion.

We were almost on the poinl of uttering the
wish that the disense wers coniagious, rather pre-
ferring its inyasion in that way than in un epidemic



