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. Tux following work i the completion of that series
of Fioaze's popular-philosophical writings, the previons por-
tiona of which are already before the English Public under
the titles of “ The Voeation of the Scholar,"—* The Nature
of the Bcholar,"—* The Voeation of Man,"—and * The
Characteristics of the Present Age;" and it {a directly con-
nected with the last-mentioned work as belng the continua-
tion, in the immedistely sucoseding year, of the lectures of
18085, of which that other is composed. The point of view
taken in moat of these previcus writings is likewise that of
the present; but in the former the design of the Author
was limited to & survey of particular phases of human
development, either in the Individusl or the Race,—al-
though indeed even this esnnot be accomplished without
true kmowledge and recognition of what is Permanent and
Universal in Man,—while in the present he contemplates
and deseribes the Essentisl Nature of all Being, and the
relations which must eternally sabaist between the Human
and the Divine. The work therefore presents the highest
aspect of the Fichtean Philosophy, in so far as that can be
exhibited in a popular form; and it thus slse furnishes the
most conelusive refutation of thosse imperfect and erroneous
conceptions of this doctrine which have arisen from sn
incomplete study of the writings of the philosopher, and
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which prevail, even smong profesed historiens of Phile-
sophy, down to the present day.

The relation batween Philosophy, properly so called, and
Religion, has not ag yet attracfed that attention in this
country which is due to its vast Importance. This, however,
is not to be wondered at; for, in the absence of anything
worthy of the name of a philosophical school or & philo-
sophical training among ns, it wea next to impomsible that
the philosophieal spirit should attain mflicent maturity to
to apply itselfl to the elucidation of it highest theme.
In » valuable and eloguent work lately published under
the titls of  The Philosophy of Religion,” Mr. Morell haa
made s first step towsrds mpplying this deficiency in our
literature, although, as he himaelf admits, he ia very far
from having exhavsted thiz grest sbject. Indeed the
eombination of the Seotch philosophy of Reid and his fol-
lowers with the Releeticism of Cousin and Jouffroy which
has heen adopted by this able and popular writer, while it
naturally producea an attractive clearness and brillisncy of
exposition, has not as yet given birth to sny of the pro-
founder efforta of intelligence ;—nor was this to be antici-
pated. Embracing the lesding foatures of two systems,—
the one of pavchological analysia and methodology, and
ihe other of historieal peneralization,— both of which have
confessedly brought about mapy important snd instructive
results in their respective fields of inguiry, while neither
has far iranseended its own department, nor exhibited
much depth or originality of speculation,—it was not
likely that this their combination should evolve that infense
creative element of Thought which stands, as it were, face
to face with the great mystery of Being, snd proclaims
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to man the oraclee of the Highest Truth. The present
work, although leyiog no elaim to the renk of a scientific
troatise, but being on the contrary expressly addressed
to the popular mind, contains the deliberate thoughts of
one of the most powerful and gifted men that have ever
sppested In the world, on this highest theme of human
interest and sapiration.

It is in oo epirit of affectation or of arrogance that thie
work 18 entitled ¥ The Way towards the Blesed Life ;" for
in setting forth, with all his accustomed power and lumin-
ousness, the Truth at which he had arrived on the highest
theme to which Humanity can sepive, the Author neces-
garily indicates, at the same time, the aprings of the highest
Blemsedneas which Humanity cau attain, That these lie
whally within ourselves, —that in Thought alone we have
the pure fountein whenee issuwe the kindred streams of
Epowledge and Life, on whose undiverging eurrent the
Intellectual and the Moral nature of man ere borne onward
through Eternity, —ibat this only True Thought hes its
beginning, eontinuing, and ending in Glod,—and that thus
there is neither True Knowledge, True Lifs, mor Trus
Blessedness anywhers but in God and from God:—this
Farrn in which the greatest of men—yea, even the Greatest
of all —have lived, died, and been blessed, is here set forth,
not 88 n mere dead historical tradition of the Past, buf as
the living fountain of spiritual life fu the Present, snd the
only true source from whish & Future can arise. That
the view here taken of mon, snd of the highest form of
his Life-—the Relipious —that which alene containg True
Blessedness—should seem as strange and urintelligible to
the majority of our Age as it did in the Author's own day,



—may well happen ; nor will it appear & matter of surprise
to any one who beholds end considers the amazing and daily
increasing amount of cant and formaliam in Religion which
is the deep disgrace of our times, 1t may well be that such
an Age should be blind fo its own true wants; but it is
even on that aecount the more incumbent on those who can
probe its errors to the bottom, and see their sssential falsity,
and who thua possess an asmired convietion that, like all
Error, they sre fleeting snd perishabla, and who, - with this
convietion, likewise mainisin an unshaken Faith in the
power and eternity of Truth,—on such it is on that account
the more incumbent to do all that in them lies in order
that the mask may be torn frows suech Error, and that the
Truth of God may have free course and be glorified. May
this little volume perform ite part in this great work of
preparing the way of the Lord over the strongholds of
fanaticiam and sin, and making straight, even in the desert
of pharissism snd worldliness, a highway for cur God!

W. BMITH.

Exmmatrom, dpril 1342



