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THE INGERSOLL LECTURESHIP

Wﬂﬁﬂ#m«m.ﬁ'

First, In untthc wishes of my late

'I:-:Imad Goldthwait Ingersoll, as
him heu;ghst will and testament, I
ﬂuu:l bequeath to Harvard University In Cam-
gtinch ..'llleﬂ: lat: father was uated,
he always in love and honor, the
sum of Flvethnmand dnlhu{lﬁouo}uaﬂmdﬁ:r
the establishment of a Lectures plan some-
what similar to that of the Dudlemn lecture, that is
—one lecture to be delivered each year, on any con-
venient day between the last dayof May and the
first day of December, on this sub]eﬂ, “the Im-
mortality of Man," sald lecture pot to form a
of the usual college course, nor to be deli by
any Professor or Tutor as part of his usual routine
of instruction, h any such Professor or Tutor
:annppainted such service. The choice of
lecturer is not to be limited to any one religious
denomination, nor to any one profession, but may
be that of either clergyman or layman, the appoint-
ment to take place at least six months the
deli of said lectwre. The above sum to be
safely [nvested and three fourths of the annual in-
terest thereof to be paid to the lecturer for his
services and the remaining fourth to be expended
in the publishment and E‘ﬁ.tllltﬂ‘u.l dlm'hutnm: of
the lecture, 2 copy of which is always to be fur
nished by the lecturer for such purpose. The same
lecture to be named and known as “the Ingersoll
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HE view of the Immortality

of Man which I have the

privilege of stating is, broadly
speaking, that of the Buddhist religion.
But Buddhism, like many other great
religions, is divided into main churches .
and subdivided into sects: and we find
conspicuously two broad divisions,
commonly called Northern and South--
ern Buddhism, — the former having
its recognized centre in the north of
India, in Nepaul; the latter in Ceylon.
The history, the significance, and the
relations of these two divisions consti-
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‘tute a vast field of study, into which
we cannot attempt to enter to-night.
What I have to say relates primarily
-to the Northern or Nepaulese Bud-
dhism, and more especially to the doc-
trines of the two closely allied sects
- which represent that form of Buddhism
-in Japan. These sects are known re-
spectively as the Tendai and the Shin-
gon. The whole of Northern Bud-
dhism is closely allied to Brahminism,
with which it is historically directly
connected. There is a close resem-
blance in the tenets and doctrines of
the two religions, even in their super-
ficial aspects; and the more deeply
they are studied, the closer is the con-
nection found to be. The forms of re-
ligious service are essentially the same
in both ; and even in Japan to-day the
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greater part of the Shingon and Ten-
dai ritual is not in Japanese but in San-
scrit, and is identical with that which
has been in use in India since before
the time of Buddha,—so long before,
in fact, that there is no historic record
of its origin, and there is reason to be-
lieve that it antedates written history
altogether. It certainly appears to be
the oldest ritual now in actual use in
the world. A similar correspondence
between India and Japan is found to
hold essentially good in regard to those
special presentations or aspects of the
great central force of the universe,
which are embodied in anthropomor-
phic forms and recognized as separate
deities.

It may be said in passing, that for
the understanding of such a vast and



