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PREFACKE

Thiz book discusses the essential factors and
isgmes in the European war and their meaning
and import for America. The hour for an im-
personal account of the war has certainly not vet
come, and may not come for a long while. What
our time can econtribute is the reflection of the
great war in the minds of individuals. A story
of memories and impressions, of fears and hopes,
has to-day more inner truth than any history of
the strupgle apparently written with an historian’s
coolness. ‘This diary, therefore, views the events
as they unfold themselves from week to week,
from the angle of personal experiences.

Life has bromght me into close contact with
much which is essential in this war. Hence my
studies may help toward a better understanding
of facts and feelings which are easily misunder-
stood in America. 1 publish the book, of which
the emphasis lies in the last paper, before the war
is ended. Whatever more the strogole may bring
refers to outer events, to the harvest of the guns,
to victory or defeat. It eannot change the issues
with which these pages have to do. They do not
gpeak of soldiers and strategy and the chances of
the battlefield; they speak of right and wrong;
they speak of eternal values,



