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O Father, Lopd!
The al-beneficent =] bless thy mns,
That thow hast mantled the grees earth wilk Aowers,
Linking our hearls b sature] By the love
O their wild blossorns, our young feolsiepa firnl
Imto her decp recesses are beguild,
Her mimsfer cella; dork glin snd farest bower,
Where, thriling with its earlien sense of thoe,
Amidat the fow religious whisperings
Al ahivery heafsounds of the solilude,
The spiril wakes bo worship, and ks made
‘Thy living temple, By the breath of Bowers,
Thou cailest ms, from city throngs and csres,
Back to the wonds, the birds, the mountain strenms,
That sing of Thee! back to free childbood's beart,
Fresh with the dews of lenderoes,
Mue. HeMANS,




INTRODUCTION,

The wenl of & collpction of fhe SWEET-8CENTED flowers, an
distinguished from these whose salus depende merely on their
outward beauty, Aas long bern felt by the lovers of horticul-
ture; and {he present work is designed fo supply fhat wand, in
ruch a form ax, @ i believed, will prove mosd agreeadls fo
Britigh amateurs ; and i which the proper treatment of sach
sprcies may be mosl eawily discoversd, by those who hove
neither inclingtion nor wufficient sclentific Enowledge, fo
wearch the more pondercus volumer of fhe best modern
authors, '

We have been engaged for o conriderable time in forming
this relection, but are neverthelens fully mwere that if ip az yet
mmewhal imperfect, several preel-scenfed firwers being, no
doubl, omitled. These Aowever we hope fo be able in a akori
time o add do the lisl.

1t iz aleo very proboble, considering the imnumerable parie-
tiew of fasde and opinion prevailing in the world, thal the scent
gf many which aré here michuded, will be oecarionally
regarded ar anything but agreeable, or ar no seend af all.
We musl therefore be allowed rome lafifude in our choice,
whkich we think will be found upon fhe whole, iolerably
eorrect,

Tt el Be weem [hat puehk ar we have been able Jo collect, are
arranged alphabetically under vorious heads, according io
their habid and manner of growth; ond e we have confined
oursclves in ihe preseni work, fo such planis as may be
cultivated in fhis country without the aid of & greemhouse,
they are divided info fhe two elasees of Hordy and Half-
hardy. The mumerous variefies of fhe roee, fhe Queen gf



ir INTRODUCTION,

Flowers, we considered deserving of a mpavale head, and
Aave accordingly placed them by themeeives, selecting owt of
the many kundreds of known varietior, abow! fifly of the
choicest and mon! Seautifil,

be found, a fir general remarks wpon fhe flower-garden, and
some of the principal sperations connected wilh if: a very
eelecd Lint of border planie ; directions for ihe management gf
plents in roome; ond o shord eutling of the external and
imternal structure of the vegefable syriem,

In the whole work we fave expecially simed af r
and in the direclions for the flower.garden, we have endec.
voured fo give only ruch idear, ar appear fo be either
somerwhal new, or nod generally noficed, omiliing the greater
part of thoer delaily whick are now so universally dnown, and
which would be foreign i our main object.

I may perhaps be expecied that romething should be said
upon the nature of foral acent ; but av af present very lifile
i kmown pesitively comcerning Ehir ewriows sulifoct, we can
only adviee owr readery fo study € for themselves, in doing
which we think a collection like the present will be found o
raluable arsivionce; and the result gf emy observafions or
experimente, which may fend fo elucidate the real couse and
nafure of odowrs, will be gladly received by the scientific
world.

We have only now lo acknowledye how much we are
indebted for information and aulhorily, fo the jusily celebrafed
works of Lindley, Sweel, Lowdom, Rennde, Macnah, §e.; and
hoping that ai leaet the novelly of (he webject will render our
fittle volume infereeting fo afl frue lovers of fowers, ¢ send
it forth into the world ar an qffering of nveel incense upon
the glorious altar of Nature,
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