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Phato ty] [Hughes & Mudlins, Ryde,
THE QUEEN IN HER ROBES OF STATE.

Queen Victoria.

——

CHAPTER

THE QUEEN'S DAILY LIFE.

HE early life of the (Queen is so familiar to most of her loyal subjects,
that I make no apology for devoting the first chapter in this
biography to an account of Her Majesty’s life at the present day.

Millions of people who know nothing of Court ceremonials and
the arduous duties of a Sovereign have an abiding interest in the
personal life of Queen Victoria. They are, in many cases, better acquainted with
the relationships of the Royal Family than with their own genealogical tree, and
could * pass with honours" an examination in the ties which bind the QQuecn to
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the different Courts of Europe * unto the third and fourth generations.” This
deep interest in her concerns has been earned by the Queen in her capacity as
Wife, Mother, Widow, Grandmother, and Great-Grandmother, and not simply
because she is Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, and Empress of India,
The daily record of the Cowri Circular is to many the chief item in a daily
newspaper, although that presents the faintest picture of the Queen’s day's work.
For few realise what a busy woman the Queen is. To her there comes no
interval of holiday, no respite from official duties, no day on which she may be

From a Phata br] [Ruatell.
DUKE OF CONNAUGHT. DUKE OF SAXF-COBURC-GOTHA GERMAN EMPEROR. FRINCE OF WALES.
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A FAMILY GROUP.

said to be “off duty.” It may surprise some people to learn that she appends
her signature to about fifty thousand documents a year, a task which is not
performed until the conmtents of each has been ascertained. The C(lucen has
grown more business-like with each year of her reign, and more regardful of
the importance of each act to which she gives authority. Woe betide the official
who has not taken the trouble to master the precedents for any ceremonials, or
has failed to observe the punctilious rules which govern it. Yet it must not be
imagined that the (ueen is a martinet who never deviates from a set programme,
Not long ago, a well-known physician was entering the Royal presence in order
to receive knighthood. He was suffering severely from gout, and the QQueen
noticed the pain, which was evident in his slow walk. *“ Pray don't think of
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kneeling,” she said, immediately; and thus, for once in her reign at all events,
knighthood was conferred on a man standing.

It is chiefly in matters of detail that the Queen is particular. For instance,
letters which are sent for her perusal must not be creased or folded in any way.
Various rules as to the
dress of those in attend-
ance might seem, at
first sight, to be arbi-
trary, but are really
founded on common -
sei:lse, as well as a desire
to uphold the proper
dignity of a Court. A
Royal Prince who ap-
peared in hunting - boots
was once rebuked for
forgetting that he was
no longer in the field,
but in the Queen's apart-

ments. All the younger ~WEM 0. it . __,‘:__, sy ey T
Princes and Princesses =1 . ivasdal s ¥ anecl

are instructed in good
manners and in the con- 3 F8 T Pt
sideration for those who | JES{ .y TEREeeRs
serve them, by seeing . Mc\‘.iﬂ';l,;’zu.f “T\f::fl“_'_‘-
how scrupulous the F
Queen is in acknowledg-
ing the smallest act of
courtesy.

Indeed, this appre-
ciation of service de-
serves to be noted as | o Lin Lunil daiibr ade Y ieriesgatd

one of the best charac- 1B d 3 TenTYHlr sing! wrna
teristics of the Queen. " b e Ze R St
“1am ane of those,” KA Sl I @ [l

wrote Her Majesty to
Dean Stanley when the
latter had lost his valet,
“ who think the loss of
a faithful servant the
loss of a friend, and one who can never be replaced.” Again and again the
Queen has written with her own hand in the Court Cirenlar brief but touching
tributes to the worth and fidelity of her servants. I remember seeing a beautiful
gold bracelet on the wrist of a woman in a little Devonshire village. It
was given her on the morning when she left the service of the Queen in
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AN DRDINARY MENU CARD FOR THE QUEEN'S DINNER,



Ihota by] - Rissell,
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order to be matried. The date of the wedding had been postponed more
than once to meet the wishes of the Royal Mistress, but at last the day for
quitting the Castle had come. The Queen sent for the young woman, and
after giving her kindly counsels, fastened on her wrist the pgold bracelet,
locked it, and, retaining the key, said: *“ Now, though you are leaving me, you
will still be my servant, and every time you look at this locked bracelet you
niust remember her who has the key."

THE LAST POKTHAIT UF THE QUEEN PRIOR To MER MARRIAGE.
From the piclare by WitLias FowLEl,

The Queen has a dislike of change, and many of her servants have been

\ several years with her. When they retire, they receive every consideration, either

in the shape of a pension, or in appointment to some post. Nor are they then

forgotten, for the Queen's memory of faces is proverbial, and years afterwards
some gate-keeper has been astonished by Her Majesty's thoughtful enquiries.

The daily routine of the Court is always being varied by interesting incidents,
but in its main features the Queen's day is spent in the following fashion. She
has been an early riser ever since that first morning of her reign, when at six
o'clock she appeared to the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord Chamberlain, and
the Marquis of Conyngham *“in a loose white nightgown and shawl, her nightcap
thrown off, and her hair falling upon her shoulders, her feet in slippers, tears in
her eyes, but perfectly collected and dignified.” When the (Jueen has taken



