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PREFACHE.

TaE last quarter of the seventeenth, and the first decade of
the eighteenth, century were needed for building the eathedral
church of the mefropolis of the world. Though thus a church
of two centuries, it is a building of but one generation; for
thronghout the period of ita erection there were but one mas-
ter-builder, one architect, and ona hishop of the diocese. While
5t. Paul's was in building there wes born in England the ar-
chitect, master-builder, and bishop of snother London ecelesi-
astical edifice—a building of God, a epiritual house not made
with hands, whose materials were living stones—wha, though
he lived nearly across the eighteentl century, did not live long
enough to finish the work he began, The Making of Metho-
diam is a work of the generations for the generations; and,
since to-day it probably oceupies the position of the first Prot-
estantism of the world, it is beginning to look as if it might
prove the Chureh of the Centuries.

To students it is becoming increasingly evident that the
history of Methodism in Ameriea, especially in its beginnings,
must snoner or later be eriticrlly reconstructed amd rewritten,
It is not that Abel Stevens does not richly deserve recognition
as the Macaulay of Methodiem, or Bishop MeTyeire as its
Tacitus. Ii is not that writers earlier than Stevens—I refer
partioularly to Jesss Lee—did not collect and preserve inval-
nable materials and render other useful servies. It is not that
some later writera have not made careful studies and emhbodiad
them in more or lese trustworthy monographs and general
works., DBut it is that there have been elowly collecting the
materiale for 8 more comprehensive and exhaustive presenta-
tion of the history according to the philosophical and cansal

prineiples of its development; for the correction of errcrs and
{wii)
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misconceptions, some of them grown hoary and stubborn by
long unchallenged acceptance; for freeing the narrative from
one-sided controversial elements; for more accurately and mi-
nutely tracing the genesis of the government of the Chureh,
and the unfolding of the organic principles of fundamental
law, purely in the light of the abundant contemporary sources;
tor filling in details in the biographies of the itinerant heroes
who planted Methodiem in the wilderness and made it bloom
ag the garden of the Lord; and, in fine, for occupying s new
and higher historical standpoint from which a better outlook
aver the whole field can be secured, putting all the objects of
the vast panorama in sometbing like their trne propertion and
perspective,

Ag a countribution to the correct construction of our govern-
mental history this volume is intended. The chapters which
follow have ocenpied me at intervais through a pericd of three
years, receiving from fime to time the best attention I could
give them. Though some of them were written under the
pressure of various and somewhat exacting editorial duoties,
there has been in every case opportunity for review of the po-
gitions taken and of the foundations npon which they reat. I
have endeavored to imitate the example of the workman who,
in the pause at the railway station, taps the car-wheel with his
hammer. TWhile mny readers may discern abundant traces of
infirmity and fallibility in these pages, I eannot tax myself
with haste or carelessnegs in their composition and publica-
tion. I prefer, nevertheless, to have these papers looked npon
ae historicnl stndies; thongh the conclusione reached are de-
liberute and, I think, not unworthy of attention.

Some new ground has been broken. Some features in the
development of the presiding eldership have perhaps been
more distinetly traced, if not placed in a new light: taken in
connection with what I have tried to present elsewhere, the
materials now exist for an orderly and eomplete history of this



