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PREFACE.

Iy preparing & hirst book of American history, it is necessary o
keep in miml the two RS such o work is lequirr:ll Ly SUrve.
There are children whose school lile i brief ; these must get all the
instruction they are to reccive in their country's history from a book
of the grode of this.  To another class of pupils the Ot book of
American history is a preparation for the intelligent stuly of a text-
hook more advanead, It is a manifest waste of toee and CTUTEY
to require these to learn in o lower class the facts that must be re-
stiglied in a higher grade.  Morcover, primary historics which fol-
low the order of larger bwooks are likelv o prove drv and onsatis-
factory condensatioms.  But a beginner's book ougnt before ol
thing& else to he it‘llé:]‘r‘::‘-ii'iug'_ A fact received with e altentign
raizad to its highest power remains Gxed i the inemorny 3 that which
t5 leprned listlessly is lost castlv, and a lifclong aversion to history
iz often the main result produced by the e of an unsuitable text-
book at the outset.

The main peculiarity of the present book 1s that 1t aims to teach
children the history of the country by making them acquainted
with some of the most llustrions aetors in it A child iz interested,
above all, in persons,  Biegraphy is for him the natural door into
history,  The onder of cvents in a nation's lile is somewhat above
the reach of younger pupils, but the course of human life aml the
personal achievements of an individual are intelligible and delight-
ful. Im teaching vounger pupils by means of biogeaphy, which is
the very alphabet of history, we are following a sonnd principle often
forgotten, that primary education should be pursued along the ling
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of the least resistance.  Moreover, nothing is more important to the
voung American thino an acouaintance witly vhe careers of the great
men of his country,

The superiority of works of nistory 1o our thwe over those of
ather ages les in the attention given 1o the development of the life
of the people as distinguished from the mwere recital of public
events,  The biographival method here adepted offers a great ad-
vantage, T giving the vounger pupil deteresting glinpses of life in
other times by means of personal ancodete,  The msages of -
ropean courts, thy dwellings aml arts of the Indians, the struggles
of piemeers in the wililerness, the customs of the inmates of fronticr
houses, the desolations of the carly wars with the savages, the home
spinning wud other odomeste handicralls, the stately menners and
ostentatinms dress of our forefathers, and any other obaolete phases
of Life, are vividly sugoested Lo the pupil’s mined, ol Ty dey didaetic
statements, bl o enloegetiable stoeies of yeal people, Vhis hine
of instraction is poweh furthered Dby tle vonning commcent of the
acetmpanying lustrasions,

It has eften becn bamented thar ne alequate provisien = made
ina school course (o teaching the principies of momlity. Lot the
teaching of abstract principles i3 senerally unavailing o produce
good conduct. In the preparation of the present work T have
heen surprized to fimd how abwndaat are the materials for moral
instruction by cxample in the carcers of our grest men. The per-
severnnee of Columbies, of Hudson, aml of Morse, the fortitode
of John Bk, of Standish, amd of Boooe, can not bat exeite tie
courage of those who read the narratives of their Tives. Nooantl-
ligent pupil will loblew the slory of Franklin's indostrious pamsuit
of koowledge voder ditheulty withont o quickening of his own
aspirations,  What 1ife conld tearh resolute paticoce, truth-1elling,
manly  honor, aml disinteresterdd public spirit better than that of
Washington ? Al where will a poor Lol steezoling with poverty
find more encourpgement o so:ctest honesty, to diligent study,
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and to simplicity of character than in the history of Lincoln ?
It would be a pity for a country with such cxamples in her his-
tory not to use them for the moral training of the young, The
faults as well as the virtues of the pemsons whose lives are told
here will afford the teacher opportunities to encoorage right moral
judginents.

I the matter of illustrations, the poblishers have shown a lib-
erality withont precedent, T believe, in the preparation of looks of
this class.  The lents and <kill of some of the most eminent illus.
trators 10 America have been brooght inte rernisition to lend a
charm to the st lessons in Amwrican history.,  Should this ex-
amyple he generally followel in the preparation of schoolbooks, it
may produce notable results ;oo general refinement of taste and
foeling ensht to {oellow an carly acquaintance with works of real
artistiec valuwe,  The pictures have Leen made onder the anthors
supervision, and are meant to be essential aids o the pupil rather
than mere decorations.  The younger the (gt Ele amore must
ang lave reconmse Lo the oggination in teaching.  Some of the
pictagres  convey infomuaiion wlditionadl 1o that in the text: the
object of wost of them is to sngeese o the papil o vivid coneep-
tion.of the narmarive.

Perhup: the most novel Teatnre of the book is the system of
picture maps. To the untrained eve of the younger pupil an onli-
nary map has net wmch meaning, but the beantiful and  elfective
bard's-cve views here finst used in oa schoolbook will leave a con-
1‘.t,‘_|'rtiﬁt'| in the mind of 2 child distinet and ineffacealile,

OF conrse, 1he mode of studving such o book may e what the
tearher pleases, Brief sugmestions for g l,t'rpig'a] recitation are o
pendded to cach lesson Recitations should not be verbal tepetitions
of the text: norshould they, in this grade, be precise and exhanst-
ive.  IF the pupil is tanght to give the substance of the narmative in
his own words, it will make bim assimifate what he has studied, and
prove a valoable trafning in thought and expression.
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