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PREFACE.

This bonk is not a biopraphy, nor was it intended ()
be.  Its main purpose is Lo pul witkin the reach of ou s
vouth a collection of Ldncoln's words which, in them-
gelves, will be a source of inspiration to all that read
them and will serve as madels of good English to the
schools, and to make known his words as they ought
we e lenowen by all pood Amcericans.

i s imposaible to lay wo much stress upon thess
gqualities of Lineoln’s words: their inspiring power,
Lheir terseness and vigor, and their worthiness to be
studied and known by his countrymen. The edif i,
therefore, asks the special attention of the readers of
this book to what has been said upon this matter by
the writers guoted.

A second purpose of the bool is to sather tooether
into such form as will make them casily accessible w
the young, those speeches, letters and state paper: of
Mr. Lincoln that most clearly reveal what sor of
patriot, statesman and man he was. It has in it, th wre-
fore, no connected or detailed account of Mr. Linee'n's
boyhood or early manhood, It begins with him wit sre
his national life mav be sald to bepin, in the middl » of
the year 1358, giving some of his deeds and words fiom
that time to his death. What he did and said helare
1858, though important as a preparation for his laser
work, were almost entively local in their character, :ind
have, therefore, a limited interest to the young pecple
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4 PREFACE,

of to-day, who can know him in an historical way only.
But in what he was and in what he did the last seven
years of his life, he belongs to his country and to all
the world.

In choosing examples of Mr. Lincoln's work the
limits of the book allowed the choice of only a certain
amount of material, so that the editor was compelled to
exercise self-denial toa very hivh depree. And sinee he
witd thereby precluded from much interesting matter,
the greater care had to be taken in order that the
speeches, state papers, ote., chosen, mizht be repre-
sentative of theit author in the highest and best sense.
This task was made a gpood deal eagler by the fact that
Lincaln's public life and service mainly centered in
the struggle ayainst, and for the extinetion of, slavery
in the United Statcs.

The speeches that have been chosen include nearly
all, if nol quite all, the arvwments M, Lincoln used in
the discuszion of slavery and the other guestions of his
day, if, indeed, there can be gaid to have been other
questions. And to the reader of all his great speeches,
it is astonishing how few those arguments were.

The state papers, messages and proclamations and
the public letters all bear upon the same guhject—the
salvation of the Union with the extinclion of slavery.
In the choice of these, the editor has heen guided by
his desire o present connectedly Mr. Lineoln's prog-
ress to the perception that the extinction of slavery
was necossary to the salvation of the Union.  In these
is shown alzo his wonderful palitical sagacity in refus-
ing to move forward faster than the support of the
people would warrant, and in knowing just the right
time for the next move.

The letters are of two sorts, public and private. In
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the public letters Mr. Lincoln defends, explains or vin-
dicates his public action, Written to private individuaals,
to commiitees, and to men in public position, they arc
in reality addressed to the public, to the people, to
debatewith them questions of public importance and to
prepate their minds for his next action.  In the purely
private letters AMr. Tincoin is seen in another light
entirely.  His sympathy, his thonghtinlness, his kind-
ness, his gentleness and his fidelity to his duty all
come before us, All his speeches, state papers, letlers
and addresses are so plain, so simple, as to need only a
reading to he understood. The editor, therefore, has
been careful to add a note hers and there only.

Tn addiion to Mr, Lineoln's own words, some of the
bust things chat have heap writlen aboul himand his
words have been pat into the baook,  Thess serve (1) to
present a view of him a0l possible o be obtwined from
his own writings, given, as it i, by his contemporarics;
{z) tocall aitenlion to some special choracteristic of his
speeches, letters and papers, and o this way to make
cleaver thedr object and the natore of the work which
he was doing; (3) to show o the youth of our schaols
whal friends, eminent public wmen, and poets have said
of him; (4} o hind together the book into a connecied
whole and so wive a more acasly complete portrait of
Mr, Lincola: and (3) to iaduce both teacher and pupil
to read more widely and study mere carefully the
words of the "“Arst American '

In the arrangement of the material selected, the
grealest care has been taken so that the picture might
grow as the reading proceeded from the beginning to
the end, The editor believes this part of his work will
commend itself to any who will examine it carefully.

Lastly, the purpoese of the book is to present a con-
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necled piece of history covering the question of slavery
in the United States as only Mr. Lincoln has covered
ii, and giving an cxposition of the war for the Union
made by a master hand. The words and example of
Lincoln, rightly understood by our young people,
cannot fail of good in bringing them to see more
clearly what true patriotism is as set forth in the say-
ings and deeds of ''the Lkindl!y-earnest, brave, fore-
seeing tnan,”” who gave his life also to the cause
for which so many others died, ““that government of
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not

perish from the carth. "
LT
Brreinvoroy, VL., Scptembier, 1808,

PUBLISITERSY NOTE,

Acknowledgments are due for permission Lo wse copyright se.
lections in this volume as follows:  T'e Horace L. Tranbel, far My
Captain " to the Sude fondent of New York, Ler the stories taken
om USix Momths at ke White House ™ to 13, Appleton & Cuo.,
fo the seleetions from “Herndon's Tife o Linesin' and for Wi
pow s by Doyant which are loken e skelr special permission
from the Poctival Works of W, Cullen Thvant, edited by Parke
Godw m, The selections by Whittler, Holmes, Toweil, Tavlor,
Sehmr and Phuehe Cary arc used by permission of and by special
arrang. nent with Houpblon, Mifin & Co.
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