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EDITOR’S PREFACE.

I was requested by Herr Ost's relatives to examine
tho papera he had left, and to seleet those which I
deemed suitable for publication. Hiz records of the
years 2001 and 2002 geemed to me nofeworthy, and T
thought thui they should not he withheld from the
public.

Like Mr, Bellamy’s Julian West, Friedrich Ost * had
the experience of being transported into a distant fut-
ure. Like the former in the year 2000, the latter in
the following ones became a withess of a new order
of things in gociety and in the State, and confided to
paper what he experienced, heard, and saw. That his
observations led to different conclugions frem Julian
‘West’s cannot render his marretive less valuable in
my eyes.

On the eontrary, thiz difference of obsorvation and
opinion made me consider publication a duty. Many
hundred thousand copies of Feofing Baokward have
been sold, so the book probably has had millions of
readers. Have not these millions who have read with
interest descriptions of the new arrangement of the
world, who have all been charmed, perhaps, with the
glimpees Julian West gave them of the life of our
posterity—have not these millions a right to ask that



iv EDITOR'S PREFACE.

other descriptions, which show the other side of the
life of that world, shall not be withheld? 1, at least,
believed it to be their due, and hope that they will
devour this little work with the same sagerness.
This, of course, does not mean to imply that readers
of a different opinion would not be cordially welcome.

D. H.

* Frederick Eaet.— T,
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Mr. FREDERICK EAST'S EXPERIENCES

iy

Mr. BELLAMY'S WORLD.

CHAYTER I

BORIAL AND REEBTEREITION.

O the 25th day of November, 1890, I reached the
last page of Edward Bellamy's hook Looking Buok-
ward. This much-read volume has exerted a singular
influence npon me and my destiny. Indirectly, if not
directly, it has been the canse of my having shared the
fate of the hero of the romance—that of being trans-
ferred from the time to which T belonged by date of
birth to a period far removed from it.

I was borm in the year 1533, and therefore waa fifty-
seven years old when I read Mr. Bellamy's novel, Now
1 take up my pen to record my experiences in the years
2001 and 2002., My existence during these years, and
my ability to give an account of that period, I owe to an
event which eould not have happened save for the im-
pressions produced by this boeolk.

Edward Bellamy described in his romantic tale the
proeperity and happiness of an age that lay before me
in the misty distance, but which promised to our pos-
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